WUBaH AnekceeBnY ByHUH
MutuHa nboBb

B Mockse nocnegHuin cHacTimBbIn AeHb Mty Gbin gesstoro mapTa. Tak, No KpanHen Mepe, Kasaroch emy.

OHu c KaTen wnv B A4BEHaALaTOM Yacy yTpa BBepx no Teepckomy GynbBapy. 3uMa BHe3anHo ycTynuna BecHe, Ha
CcomnHue 6bIno noyTm xapko. Kak 6yaro npaesaa npuneTenu XaBoOPOHKM U NpUHECH ¢ coboi Tenno, pagocTtb. Bee Gbino
MOKpO, BCE Tasano, C AOMOB Kananu Kanenu, ABOPHWKX CKanblBanu neg ¢ TpOTyapoB, cOpachiBany NIMNKANA CHET C KPbiLL,
BCtoay ObiN0 MHOrOMIAHO, OXMBIIEHHO. BbiCOkMe obnaka pacxogunucb TOHKMM BenbiM AbIMOM, CMWBAsCh C BRAXHO
CUHeroWmMM Hebom. Baann ¢ GnarocTHoM 3agyMuMBOCTbIO Bbicuncst [ywwkuH, cuan CTpacTHOM MoHacTbipb. Ho nydwe
BCero 6bino 10, 4To Kats, B 9TOT AeHb 0COOEHHO XOpOLLEHbKas, BCA Abllana npoctocepaeunem n 6nm3ocTbio, YacTo ¢
LETCKON [0BepYMBOCTLIO Bpana MuTio nog pyky 1 CHU3Y 3arnsabiBana B IMLO eMy, CYaCTNIMBOMY Jaxe Kak byaro YyTb-
4yTb BbICOKOMEPHO, LLaraBLLEMy TaK LLIMPOKO, YTO OHa efjBa NocneBara 3a HuM.

Boane [yLKnHa OHa HeOXuUOaHHO ckasana:

— Kak Tbl CMeLWHO, C KaKoM-TO MWUON ManbYmMLIECKOM HENOBKOCTbIO pacTsrMBaellb CBOM BOMbLIOA poT, Korda
cMmeellbes. He obuxancs, 3a aTy-To ynblbky s v nobnto Tebs. [la BOT eLye 3a TBOW BU3AHTUICKME rMa3a...

Crapascb He ynbibaTbCs, Nepecunueas W TaHoe [OBOSLCTBO, U nerkyo obugy, Muta apyxentobHo oteeTun,
rNA4s Ha NaMATHUK, Tenepb YXe BbICOKO NOAHSBLUMACS Nepes HUMM:

— Y10 40 ManbynLWecTBa, TO B 3TOM OTHOLIEHWUW Mbl, K&XKETCA, HEAANEKO YLK Apyr OT Apyra. A Ha BU3aHTUALa
NOXOX TaK e, KaK Tbl Ha KUTaWCKYt0 MMnepaTpuuy. Bbl Bce MpocTo noMeLwanuch Ha aTux BusaHTusx, BospoxaeHusix... He
NoHWMato s TBoen matepwu!

— Y70 X, Tbl Obl HA €€ MecTe MeHs B TepeM 3anep? — cnpocuna Kats.

— He B Tepem, a npocTo Ha nopor He nyckan Obl BCo 3Ty sIKOObI apTUCTUYECKYID Boremy, Bcex aTumx OyayLymx
3HAMEHUTOCTEN M3 CTYAWUA U KOHCEPBATOPWIA, U3 TeaTpasbHbIX LWKOM, — oTBeTUn MuTs, npogorxas crapatbes ObiTb
CMOKOMHBIM 1 ApyxentobHo HebpexHbIM. — Tbl e cama MHe roBopuna, Yto bykoBeukui yxe 3Ban Tebs yxuHaTb B
CtpenbHy, a EropoB npegnaran nenutb ronyl, B BUAE KAKOW-TO YMUPAIOLLE MOPCKOA BOMHbI, W, KOHEYHO, CTPALUHO
NonblLLeHa Takol YeCTbHo.

— {1 BCe paBHO faxe pagu Tebs He OTKaxyCb OT UCKYCCTBA, — ckasana Kata. — MoxeT 6biTb, 9 1 ragkas, kak Tbl
4acTo roBOpULLb, — CKa3arna oHa, X0Ts MuTS HUKOrda He rOBOPWIT €M 3TOro, — MOXET, S UCMOPYEHHas, HO Bepn MeHs
TaKyto, kakas s ecTb. M He Bygem ccoputbes, nepectaHb Thl MEHS PEBHOBATL XOTb HbIHYe, B Tako YyAHbIN AeHb! — Kak
Tbl HE NMOHWMAELLb, YTO Thbl A1 MEHS BCE-TAKW JTyYLlE BCEX, EANHCTBEHHBIN? — HErPOMKO W HACTOMYMBO CMPOCKNIa OHa,
Y€ C fenaHHo 060MbCTUTENBHOCTLIO 3arnsabiBas eMy B rnasa, v 3agdyMynBo, MEANUTENBHO NPOAeKTaMupoBana:

Mex Hamu pemnoLas TanHa.
[ywa gywe gana konbyo...

OTO mocnegHee, 3TU CTUXW Yyxe coBcem BonbHO 3agenu Mutio. Boobuie, MHOroe gaxe u B 3TOT AeHb Obino
HenpusTHO 1 BonbHO. HenpusaTHa Bbina WyTka HacYeT ManbYMLLECKON HEMOBKOCTM: NOAOGOHbIE LWYTKM OH Crbilwan oT KaTu
y)XXe He B NepBbl pa3, U OHU Bbinu He cryyaitHbl, — Kata Hepedko nposensna cebs 1o B ToMm, TO B Apyrom Gornee
B3pOCION, YEM OH, HEPEAKO (M HEBOMBHO, TO eCTb BMOJIHE ECTECTBEHHO) Bbika3sbiBana CBOE NPEBOCXOACTBO HaZ HWAM, U OH
c Gonbio BOCMPUHUMAN 3TO, Kak MpU3HaK ee KakoW-TO TalHOWM MOPOYHOM OMbITHOCTW. HenpuaTHO ObINo «Bce-Takuy («Tbl
BCE-TaK1 AN MEHS NyyLle BCEX») U TO, YTO 3TO ObINO CKa3aHO NOYEMY-TO BHE3ANHO MOHWKEHHBLIM FOI0COM, 0COBEHHO Xe
HenpUSTHbI ObIMKM CTUXW, UX MaHepHoe YTeHne. OgHaKo Aaxe CTUXW U 3TO YTEHWe, TO eCTb TO CaMoe, YTO BonbLue BCEro
HanomuHano Mute cpefy, OTHAMaBLLYO Y Hero KaTio, ocTpo BO30YXOABLUYKD €ro HEeHaBUCTb W PEBHOCTb, OH NepeHec
CPaBHWTENbHO NErko B 3TOT CYACTNMBLIA A€Hb AEBATOrO MapTa, €ro nocnegHuin c4acTnmBbin eHb B MockBe, Kak 4acTto
Ka3anocb emy MoToMm.

B aTOT fOeHb, Ha Bo3BpaTHOM NyTW ¢ Ky3Heukoro mocta, rae Kata kynuna y LiMMmepmaHa Heckonbko BeLuewn
CkpsibuHa, OHa Mexay npoYnm 3arosopuna o ero, MUTUHOM, Mame 1 ckasana, CMEesiCh:

— Tbl He MOXeLb cebe NpeacTaBuTb, kak g 3apaHee Gotock ee!

Moyemy-To HW pa3y 3a BCe Bpems UX MobBM He Kacanucb OHW Bompoca O Bydyuiem, 0 TOM, YyeM ux nboBb
koHuuTCS. M BOT BAPYr KaTsa 3aroBopuna 0 ero Mame 1 3aroBopuna Tak, TOYHO camo coboi nogpasymeBarnoch, YTo Mama
— ee OyayLias CBEKPOBb.
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MoTom BCce Wrno kak byato no-npexHemy. Muts nposoxan KaTio B CTyauio XyAOXeCTBEHHOro TeaTtpa, Ha
KOHLIEPTbI, Ha NUTepaTypHble Beyepa Wnn cugen y Hee Ha Kucrioske M 3acvxmBancs [0 ABYX YAaCOB HOYM, MOMb3yschb
CTpaHHOW cB0OBOZOW, KOTOPYK OaBana el ee MaTb, BCErAa Kypsliasi, BCErAa HapyMsiHEHHas gama C ManuHOBbIMM
BOnocamu, munas, 4obpas XeHLHa (4aBHO XMBLUAS OTAENBHO OT MyXa, Y KOToporo Obina BTopas cembs). 3aberana
Katst kK Mute, B ero cTygeHyeckne Homepa Ha MonyaHoBKe, ¥ CBU4AHWUS UX, KaK 1 Npexae, NoYTU ChrowWb NpoTeKanw B
TSDKKOM AypmaHe nouenyes. Ho Mute ynopHO kasanocb, YTO BHE3anHO Havanocb YTO-TO CTPALUHOE, YTO YTO-TO
W3MEHMNOCh, CTano MeHaTLCS B Kate.

BbicTpo nponeTeno To He3abBeHHOE nerkoe Bpemsi, KOrga OHW TONMbKO YTO BCTPETUMMCH, KOrda OHW, edpga
MO3HAKOMUBLLIMCb, BAPYr NOYYBCTBOBASN, YTO UM BCErO UHTEPECHEE FOBOPUTBL (M XOTb C YTpa A0 Beyepa) TOMbKO Apyr C
Apyrom, korga Muts cTonb HeOXUOAHHO OKa3asncs B TOM CKa304HOM Mupe MtobBK, KOTOPOro OH BTaWHe xadan ¢ AeTCTBa, C
0TpoYecTBa. ITUM BpemeHeM Obin aekabpb, — MOPO3HbIN, NOTOXWIA, AEHb 3@ AHEM YKpaluaBLunii MOCKBY ryCTbiM MHEEM W
MYTHO-KPACHbLIM LUAPOM HW3KOTO COMHUA. AHBapb, (eBpasnb 3akpyxunu MutuHy niobosb B BUXPE HEMPEPBIBHOTO CHACTbS,
y)Xe Kak bl OCYLLECTBIEHHOrO UNnu, NO KpanHelh Mepe, BOT-BOT rOTOBOrO OCYLIECTBUTLCS. HO yxxe u Torga Yto-T0 cTano (1
BCe Yalle 1 Yalle) cMyLaTh, OTPaBNSATb 3TO cYacTbe. YKe W TOrAa HepeaKo Kasanoch, YTo kak byaro ectb ABe Katu: ogHa
Ta, KOTOPOM C NEPBOM MMHYTbI CBOEr0 3HAKOMCTBA C HEWl CTan HaCToN4MBO xenatb, Tpebosatb Muts, a gpyras —
NOASIMHHAS, OBbLIKHOBEHHASs, MyYMUTENbHO HE COBMafaBLias ¢ nepsol. W Bce e HW4ero nogobHOro TenepelHeMy He
ucnbiTbiBan Muts Torga.

Bce MOXHO 6610 06bACHUTL. Havannch BECEHHME XeHCkne 3ab0Tbl, MOKYMKY, 3aKasbl, GECKOHEYHbIE nepeaenku
TO TOro, TO Apyroro, U Kate AeACTBUTENLHO MPUXOAUNIOCH YacTo BblBaTb C MaTepbld y MOPTHWX; KPOME TOro, Y Hee
Brepeam Obln 3K3aMeH B TOM YaCTHOM TeaTparnbHOM LUKOIE, FAe yuunach oHa. BromnHe ecteCcTBEHHON NO3TOMY Morna ObiTh
ee 03ab04YeHHOCTb, paccesHHOCTb. M Tak MuTs nOMMHYTHO W yTewan cebs. Ho yTeweHus He nomorann — TO, YTO
rOBOPUIIO MHWTENbHOE Cepaue Bompeku WM, Obino cunbHee W MOATBEPXKAANOCh BCE OYEBUOHEE, BHYTPEHHSS
HeBHMMaTeNbHOCTb KaT K Hemy BCe pocna, a BMECTe C TeM pOCfia M ero MHUTENbHOCTb, ero PeBHOCTb. [upekTop
TeaTpanbHoW LWKOMbl Kpyxun KaTe ronosy noxsanamu, U OHa He Morfia yaepxartbes, pacckasbiBana Mute o6 aTux
noxaanax. [Jupektop ckasan en: «Tbl rOPAOCTb MOEN LUKOIbI», — OH BCEM CBOMM Y4YEHWULLAM FOBOPUM «Tbl» — W, NOMUMO
0OLLMX 3aHATWI, CTan 3aHUMaTbCS C Heil NOCTOM €LLe U OTAENbHO, UT0bbI BrIECHYTL €10 Ha dk3aMeHax 0cobeHHO. bbino xe
W3BECTHO, YTO OH pa3BpaLlan yYeHuU, Kaxgoe NeTo yBo3us kaky-Hubyap ¢ coboi Ha KaBkas, B QuHNSHAMIO, 3@ rpaHuLly.
I MuTe cTano npuxoauTb B rofioBy, YTO TeNepb AMPEKTOP UMEET B1Abl Ha KaTto, KoTopas XOTs 1 He BUHOBATa B 9TOM, BCe-
TaKu, BEPOSITHO, 3TO YyBCTBYET, MOHMMAET M NOTOMY Y€ kak Obl HAXOAMTCSA C HAM B MEP3KIX, NPECTYMHbIX OTHOLLEHUSIX. U
MbICb 3Ta My4una Tem Gonee, YT CIIMLLKOM 04eBMAHO BbINI0 YyMEHbLLEHWE BHUMaHUS KaTw.

Kasanocb, 4to BOODBLLE YTO-TO CTano oTBnekatb ee OT Hero. OH He MOr CMOKOMHO AymaTtb O Aupektope. Ho uto
avpektop! Kasanock, 4to Boobwe Hag KaTuHon noboBblo cTanu npeobnafatb kakue-to Aapyrue umHTepecsl. K komy, K
Jemy? MuTs He 3Han, oH peBHOBan Katio KO BCEM, KO BCEMY, rMaBHOE, K TOMY 0bLiemy, UM BooBpaxaemomy, Yem BTanHe
OT Hero yxe OyaTo bl Hayana XuTb OHa. EMy ka3anocb, YTo ee HenpeobopUMO TSHET KyAa-To MPOYb OT HEro W, MOXET
BbITb, K YEMY-TO TaKOMY, O YEM JaXKeE W MOMbICIIUTL CTPALLHO.

Pa3 Kats, nonywwyTs, ckazana emy B npucCyTCTBUM MaTepu:

— Bbl, MuTs, BoOOLLE paccyxaaeTe 0 xeHwuHax no [Jomoctpoto. U 13 Bac BbinaeT coBeplieHHbln OTenno. Bot
VX HUKOraa Bbl He BMtobunack B BaC U He NoLLna 3a Bac 3amyx!

Matb Bo3pasuna:

— A s He npefcTaensio cebe nobsm 6e3 peBHOCTU. KTO He peBHYET, TOT, NO-MOEMY, He NOUT.

— HeT, mama, — ckasana KaTs co CBOEK MOCTOSHHOM CKIOHHOCTLI0 MOBTOPSITb YyXWE CHOBa, — PEBHOCTb 3TO
HeYBaXXeHNe K TOMY, KOro Mtobuilb. 3HauuT, MeHs He NBAT, ecnu MHe He BEepsT, — Ckasana OHa, HapO4HO He rMsaas Ha
Murio.

— A no-moemy, — Bo3pasuna MaTb, — PEBHOCTb 1 €CTb N0OOBb. S Aaxe 310 rae-To yutana. Tam 3aT1o 6bIno 04eHb
XOPOLLO A0Ka3aHo 1 Jaxe ¢ npumepamu u3 bubnum, rae cam 60or HasblBaeTCA PEBHUTENEM U MCTUTENEM. ..

Yto go MutuHoi nobBK, TO OHa TENepb NOYTU BCELENO Bbipaxanach TOMbKO B peBHOCTU. I peBHOCTb 3Ta Gbina
He npocTasl, a Kakas-To, kak emy kasarnocb, ocobeHHas. OHu ¢ KaTei ele He nepectynunn nocnegHen Yeptbl 6n3ocTy,
X0TS N03BoNsANM cebe B Te Yachl, Korga ocTaBanuch OAHM, CIIMLKOM MHoroe. M Tenepb, B 3TW Yackl, Kata BbiBana elle
CTpacTHee, YeM npexae. Ho Tenepb 1 3TO CTano KasaTbCs NOLO3PUTENBHBIM U BO3DYXano nopok yxacHoe 4yBcTBo. Bce
YyBCTBA, M3 KOTOPbIX COCTOSNA €r0 PEBHOCTb, ObINK Y)XaCHbI, HO cpean HUX Bbino 0AHO, KOTopoe BbINo yxacHee BCex U
koTopoe MuTS HUKaK He ymen, He Mor onpeaenuTb U gaxe NoHATb. OHO 3aknoyanoch B TOM, YTO Te NPOSIBIEHNUS CTPaCTy,
TO camoe, 4TO BbINo Tak GriakeHHO M CNagoCTHO, BhILLE M NPeKpacHee BCEro B MUpe B NPUMEHeHMn K HiM, Mute un Kate,
CTaHOBUIIOCh HECKAa3aHHO MEP3KO U Jaxe Ka3anochb YeM-TO MPOTUBOECTECTBEHHbIM, koraa Muts gyman o Kate v o gpyrom
MyxuuHe. Toraa Kats Bo3byxaana B HEM OCTPYl0 HEHaBUCTb. Bce, YTo, rnas Ha rnas, fenan ¢ Hel OH cam, BbIno NoaHo



NS HEero paiickoi npenecTyt u Lenomyapus. Ho kak ToNbko OH npencTaBnsn cebe Ha CBOEM MecTe Koro-Hubyab Apyroro,
BCE MFHOBEHHO MEHSINOCh, — BCE MpeBpallarnock B HeYyto GeccTbiaHoe, BO3DyXaarwliee Xaxay 3amywutb Katio u,
NPexae BCEro, UMEHHO ee, a He BOOGPaXaeMoro ConepHuKa.
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B geHb 9k3ameHa KaTu, KOTOpbIA COCTOSAMNCA HaKOHey (Ha LWecTon Hegene nocTa), kak 6yato ocobeHHo
noaTBepannack BCs npasota MUTUHBIX MyYeHUH.

Tyt Kats yxxe coBceMm He Buaena, He 3ameyarna ero, bbina Bes vyxas, Bcs nybnunyHas.

OHa unmena 6onbloit ycnex. OHa Gbina Bo BceM 6enom, kak HeBeCTa, U BOMHEHME Aenano ee npenectHon. Ei
APYXHO 1 Topsivo XNonanu, U QUPEKTOP, CaMOAOBOSbHLIN akTep ¢ 6eccTpacTHbIMI U NevanbHbIMU rasamu, CUAEBLLMIA B
NepeoM psidly, TOMbKO pagum MyLiei ropaocTv Aenan enm MHOTAa 3aMevaHusi, roBOpsi HErPOMKO, HO KaK-TO Tak, YTO Obiro
CMbILUHO Ha BCHO 3as1y 1 3BYy4arno HeCTepnuMo.

— [MOMEHbLUE YMTKM, — TOBOPUIT OH BECKO, CMOKOWHO M TaK BMacTHO, TOYHO KaTta 6bina ero nonHom
cobCTBEHHOCTBI0. — He urpait, a nepexuBail, — roBopun OH pasaesnbHo.

N 310 6bIn0 Hectepnumo. [a Hectepnumo 6bino M Camoe YTEHWe, Bbi3biBaBLUEE pyKOnneckaHus. Kats ropena
XapKUM PYMSIHLEM, CMYLUEHMEM, FONMOCOK €€ WHOrda CpbiBancs, AblXaHWs He XBaTaro, M 3T0 Obino TporaTenbHo,
OvYapoBatenbHO. Ho YuTana oHa C TOi NOLLNON NEBYYECTbIO, (PanbLUbIO W IMYNOCTHI0 B KAXOOM 3BYKE, KOTOPbIE CYATAIUCh
BbICLUMM MCKYCCTBOM YTEHWS B TOW HEHABUCTHOM Ans MuTu cpefe, B KOTOPOW yxKe BCEMU NOMbICNIamMy CBOMMM xuna Kars:
OHa He roBopuna, a Bce BPeMs BOCKNMLAna ¢ Kakon-T0 Ha3oMNMBOW TOMHOW CTPACTHOCTbIO, C HEYMEPEHHOMN, HUYEeM He
0B0CHOBAHHOW B CBOEN HACTOMYMBOCTU Monbboit, 1 MuTa He 3Han, Kyda rmasa gesaTtb OT CTbiAa 3a Hee. YKacHee xe
BCEro Oblna Ta CMeCb aHrenbCKOM YUCTOTbI 1 MOPOYHOCTM, KOTOpas Bbina B HEN, B ee pasropeBLLEMCS NYKKe, B ee 6enom
nnatbe, KOTOPOE Ha 3CTpaje kasarocb Kopoye, Tak Kak BCe cuaswme B 3ane rmsagenu Ha Kato cHudy, B ee 6enbix
Tydpenbkax u B 0OTAHYTbIX LIENKOBbIMA BenbiMu Yynkamu Horax. «[leByluka nena B LEPKOBHOM XOpe», — C AeNaHHoM,
HEyMEpEHHOM HamBHOCTbIO ynTana Kats o kakon-To OyaTto 6bl aHrenbCcku HEBUHHOWM AeBywke. M Muta yyBcTBOBan U
obocTpeHHyto Bnn3ocTb k KaTe, — Kak Bcerga 9To YyBCTBYELLb B TOMME K TOMY, KOro N0BuLlb, — 1 311yt0 BpaxaebHoCTb,
4yBCTBOBAI U rOPAOCTb €10, CO3HAHME, YTO Befb BCE-Taku eMy NPUHALANEXMUT OHa, U BMECTE C TEM pa3pbiBatoLLyO cepaLe
Borb: HeT, yXxe He NpuHaanexuT!

MMocne ak3ameHa Bbinu onaTb cyacTnmeble AHU. Ho MuTs yxe He Bepun UM C TOW NerkocTbio, kak npexae. Kats,
BCMOMWHAs 3K3aMeH, roBopuna:

— Kako#t Tbl rynblit! Passe Tbl He YyBCTBOBAT, YTO S M YMTana-To Tak XOPOLLO TOMbKO Ans Tebs ogHoro!

Ho OH He mor 3abbITb, YTO YyBCTBOBASI OH Ha 3K3aMEHE, W HE MOr CO3HATbCA, YTO 3T YyBCTBA W TEMEPb He
ocTaBunyn ero. YyBcTBOBana ero TaiHble YyBCTBA W KaTs 1 ogHaxabl, BO BPEMSI CCOPbI, BOCKIMKHYNA:

— He noHumato, 3a YTO Thbl NIOOULLL MEHSI, ECNIK, NO-TBOEMY, BCE TaK AYpPHO BO MHe! W Yero Tbl, HAKOHEL, XO4eLlb
OT MeHsa?

Ho OH 1 cam He NoHMMan, 3a YTo OH Nbun ee, XOTS YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO NtOBOBbL €r0 HE TOMbKO HE YMEHBLLAETCA, HO
BCe BO3pacTaeT BMeCTe C TOW peBHMBON 60pbBOIA, KOTOPYHD OH BEN C KEM-TO, C YEM-TO U3-3a Hee, 13-3a 3TOW NobBK, 13-3a
€€ HanpsraroLiencs cunel, Bce 6onee BospacTaroLlen TpeboBaTensHOCTY.

— Tbl NOOMLLL TONBKO MOE TENO, a He AyLuy! — ropbKo ckasana ogHaxabl Kars.

Onatb 970 BbINK YbK-TO YyXWe, TeaTpanbHble CrioBa, HO OHW, MPU BCEN UX B3AOPHOCTU W WU3BUTOCTW, TOXE
Kacarnucb 4ero-To MyuuTenbHo Hepaspewwumoro. OH He 3Han, 3a YTo Nbun, He MOr TOYHO CKasaTb, Yero xoten... Yto ato
3Ha4uT BOOOLLE — MoBUTL? OTBETUTL Ha 3TO BbINO TEM Boree HEBO3MOXKHO, YTO HI B TOM, YTO Crbiwan Mutsa o nobsu,
HW B TOM, YTO YnTan OH O HeW, He BbINo HWU OAHOMO TOYHO OMPedenstoLLEero ee CnoBa. B kHUrax u B Xu3Hu Bce kak Byato
pa3 1 HaBcerga YCroBWUIMCb FOBOPUTbL WMK TOMbKO O KaKOW-TO MoyTM 6ecnnoTHoin nobBu, Mnu TOMbKO O TOM, YTO
Ha3bIBAETCA CTPACTbIO, YYBCTBEHHOCTLIO. Ero xe noboBb Bbina Henoxoxa HU Ha TO, HU Ha Apyroe. YTo MCnbITbIBas OH K
Hen? To, 4YTO Ha3biBaeTcs NOOBLIO, UMW TO, YTO Ha3blBaeTCA cTpacTbio? [ywa Kat unu Teno 4oBOAWNO ero noyTh Ao
obMopoKa, 40 KaKoro-To NpeacMepPTHOr0 BnaXeHCTBa, KOrAa OH paccTernBan ee KoTouKy U LienoBan ee rpyab, paicku
NPENeCTHY U AEBCTBEHHYI, PACKPLITYID C KaKOW-TO Ayl NOTPSICAlLENn NOKOPHOCTLIO, BECCTLIAHOCTBI0 YMCTENLLEN
HEBUHHOCTMN?
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OHa Bce Oorblle MeHsinach.

Ycnex Ha ak3ameHe MHOro 3Haumn. W Bce-Taku Obinn Ha TO 1 Kakue-To Apyrve NpUYmHbl.

Kak-To cpasy npespaTunack KaTsi ¢ HacTynneHuMem BeCHbl Kak Obl B KaKyl-TO MOMOAEHbKYH CBETCKY damy,
HapsigHY W BCE Kyaa-To cnewwallyt. Mute Temepb NpoOCcTO CTbigHO ObINO 3a CBOW TEMHbIA KOPWUAOP, KOrga OHa



npuesxana, — Tenepb OHa He MpUXoauna, a BCerda npueskana, — KOrAa OHa, LypLua LWenkom, BbICTpo wna no atomy
KOpUAOopY, OMyCTUB Ha NULO ByanbKy. Temepb OHa OblBana HEM3MEHHO HEXHa C HUM, HO HEM3MEHHO onasgbiBana u
cokpaLLarna CBMAaHUs, roBopsl, YTO el ONsTb HaA0 exaTb C MaMOW K MOPTHUXE.

— [MoHnmaeLLb, hpaHTM Hanponanyt! — roBopuna oHa, Kpyrio, BeCeNo M yAMBIEHHO BnecTs rnasamu, OTINYHO
noHumas, YTo MuTs He BEpUT eil, N BCe-Taku roBops, Tak Kak roBOPUTL TEMepb CTano COBCEM He O YEM.

W wnanku oHa Tenepb NOYTM HUKOTA4A He CHUMana, U 30HTUKA He Bbinyckana 13 pyk, Ha OTreTe Cuas Ha KposaTy
MuTi 1 C yma CBOAS €ro CBOMMM WKpamm, OOTSHYTbIMK LLIENKOBLIMK Yyrikamu. A nepes TeM Kak yexaTb M ckasaTb, YTO
HbIHYe BeYepOM ee onaTb He BydeT AoMa, — OnATb HaAOo K KOMY-TO C MaMon! — OHa HEM3MEHHO NpoZenbiBana 0faHO U TO
Xe, C IBHOW LIENbI0 OypaynThb ero, HarpaauTh 3a BCe ero «rynbley, kak OHa BbipaXanacb, My4eHus: MpUTBOPHO-BOPOBCKM
B3rnsablBana Ha ABepb, COCKanb3biBana C KpoBaTH 1, BUNbHYB Beapamu no ero Horam, roBopuna nocneLLHbIM LENOTOM:

— Hy, uenyn xe meHs!
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W B KOHUE anpens MuTs HakoHel, pelunn aatb cebe OTAbIX W yexaTb B 4EPEBHIO.

OH coBepLLeHHO 3amyyun u cebst u Katio, n Myka aTa Bbina TeM HecTepnumee, YTo Kak 6yaTo He Obino HUKakux
NPUYMH ANst Hee: YTO B CamMOM Aene Cryyurioch, B Yem BuHoBaTa Kata? W ogHaxabl KaTts, ¢ TBepaoCTbiO OTYasHus,
ckasana emy:

— [la, yeaxan, yeaxain, g bonblue He B cunax! Ham Hago BpEMEHHO paccTaThCs, BbISICHUTD HALW OTHOLIEHUS. Thi
cTan TaK Xyg, Yto Mama ybexaeHa, 4to y Tebs yaxotka. A bonbLue He mory!

W otbe3g Mutu 6bin pelleH. Ho yeaxan Muts, K BenMkoMy CBOEMY YAMBREHWIO, XOTS U He NMOMHS cebs oT rops,
BCE-TaKu NOYTU cyacTnmBbIn. Kak TONbKo 0Tbe3n Obin peLleH, HeOXMAAHHO BEPHYNOCH BCe NpexHee. Beab OH Bce-Takm
CTPACTHO He XOTesl BEpUTb HUYEMY TOMY YXKaCHOMY, YTO HW JHEM, HW HOYbIO He JaBano eMmy nokos. M goctatoyHo Obino
Manenwen nepemeHbl B Kate, 4tobbl 0nsTb BCe M3MEHWOCH B ero rnasax. A KaTs onsTb cTana HexHa v ctpacTHa yxe 6e3
BCSIKOrO NPUTBOPCTBA, — OH YYBCTBOBAS 3T0 C 6€30LUMOOYHOM YYTKOCTLIO PEBHUBLIX HATYP, M ONSTb CTan OH CMAETb Y HEe
[0 [BYX YacOB HOYW, M ONsATb ObINO O YEM rOBOPUTbL, U Yem Onuxe CTaHOBWUICA OTbE3f, TEM BCE Herenee kasanach
pasnyka, HagobHOCTb «BbISICHUTL OTHOLIEHUS». Pa3 KaTs faxe 3annakana, — a OHa HUKOrAa He nnakana, — ¥ 3Tu Cnesbl
BAPYT CAenanu ee CTPaLLHO POAHOK EMY, MPOH3WIK €r0 YyBCTBOM OCTPOM XanocTu U Kak ByATO Kakon-TO BUHbI NEPES HEl.

MaTb Katu B Hayane wioHs yesxana Ha Bce neto B KpbiM u yBo3una u ee ¢ coboir. Pelwmnnu BCTpeTUTHCS B
Mucxope. Muts Toxe gomxeH 6bin npuexats B Mucxop.

W oH cobupancs, genan npuroToBneHUs K 0Tbesay, Xxoaun no Mockse B TOM CTPAHHOM OMbSHEHWUW, KOTOpPOe
OblBaeT, korga yernosek elle 60APO AepKUTCA Ha Horax, HO Yyxe OoneH kakon-To Tspkenon 6onesHblo. OH 6bin
BonesHeHHo, NbSHO HECYACTEH W BMeCTe C TeM BOMEe3HeHHO cYacTnMB, pacTporaH Bo3BpaTuBLUENCS 6nmn3ocTbio Katu, ee
3ab0TNMBOCTBID K HEMY, — OHa Jaxe Xoauna C HUM MoKynaTb AOPOXHbIE PEMHM, TOYHO OHA Oblna ero HeBecTa MM
XeHa, — 1 Boo6LLEe BO3BPATOM MNOYTM BCErO TOM0, YTO HANOMMHAN0 nepBoe BpeMs ux Nbsu. U Tak xe BOCNPUHUMAN OH K
BCE OKpYXatoLlee, — O0Ma, YIuLbl, NAYLMX W edywmux no HUM, NOroAdy, BCE BPEMS MO-BECEHHEMY XMYPMBLLYIOCS, 3anax
MbIN 1 JOXAA, LEPKOBHBIN 3anax TOMoMen, pacnyCcTuBLIKMXCS 3a 3abopamu B Nepeynkax: BCe roBOPUIIO O ropeymn pasnyku
W O CriagoCTV HadeXabl Ha NeTo, Ha BCTpedy B KpbiMy, rae yxe HUYTO He ByaeT MelaTh W BCe OCYLLECTBUTCA (XOTS OH W
He 3Har, YTO MIMEHHO BCE).

B aeHb oTbesga 3awwen npoctutbes MNpotacos. Cpeam rMMHA3WCTOB CTapLUMX KNaccoB, Cpeay CTYAEHTOB HepPeaKo
BCTPEYAKOTCS HOHOWMW, yCBOMBLUME cebe MaHepy [nepxaTbcs C A0OpPOAYLLIHO-YrPOMON HACMELLMMBOCTLH, C BUOOM
YenioBeka, KOTOPbIN CTaplue, OMbITHee BCex Ha cBeTe. TakoB Obin u MMpoTacos, oaunH n3 brvxanwmx npustenen Mutw,
€MHCTBEHHDbI HACTOSALMA OPYr €ro, 3HaBLUWA, HECMOTPS Ha BCKO CKPbITHOCTb, MONMYanMBOCTb MuTW, BCe TaiiHbl ero
nobeu. OH rnagen, kak Muta 3aBs3biBan YeModaH, BUAEN, Kak TPSACMUCb €ro pyku, MOTOM C FPYCTHOW MyAPOCTbiO
YXMbISTbHYIICA 1 CKasarn:

— YncTble BbI geTu, npoctu rocnogn! A 3a Bcem Tem, ntobesHbin Mo Beptep n3 Tambosa, Bce xe nopa 6Obl
NOHATL, YTO KaTta eCcTb npexae BCero TUNUYHENLIEE XEHCKOe eCTECTBO M YTO CaM MOSMLEAMENCTEP HUYEro C 3TUM He
nogenaet. Tbl, €CTECTBO MYXCKOE, Ne3ellb Ha CTeHy, NpeabsBnselwb K Hel Bbicovanume TpebOoBaHWS MHCTWHKTA
NPOLOMKEHNS poaa, W, KOHEYHO, BCE CUE COBEPLLEHHO 3aKOHHO, JaXe B HEKOTOPOM CMbICIE CBSILLEHHO. Teno TBoe eCTb
BbICLLWA pa3yM, Kak crpaBefnueo 3ameTun repp Huuwe. Ho 3aKOHHO W TO, YTO Tbl HA 3TOM CBSILLEHHOM MYTU MOXELb
cnomatb cebe weto. ECTb xe 0cobu B MMpe XWBOTHOM, KOMM faxe Mo LUTaTy nonaraetcs Nnatutb LEeHON COBCTBEHHOMO
CYLLECTBOBAHMS 3a CBOW NEPBLIN M NocneaHnin NiboBHbIN akT. HO Tak kKak ansa T1ebsa 3ToT LTaT, BEPOATHO, HE COBCEM X
obsasaTteneH, To cmMoTpyu B 006a, nobeperait ceds. Boobuie, He cnewn. «KOHkep LLUMuT, YecTHOE CnoBo, NeTo Bo3BpaTuUTCcal»
CBET He NblKOM KT, HE knHOM Ha Kate cowencs. Buxy no TBOMM yCunusiM 3agylWwuTb YEMOAAH, YTO Tbl C 3TUM
COBEPLUEHHO HE COrMaceH, 4To 3TOT KnuH Tebe Becbma NobeseH. Hy, NpocTu 3a HENPOLLEHbI COBET — U Aa XPaHUT Tebs
Hukona-yrogH1K co BCEMW NPUCHbIMY ero!



A xorga [lNpotacos, TucHyB Mute pyky, ywen, Muts, 3aTaruBas B peMHW MOAYLKY W OLEANo, ycrbixan B CBOE
OTKPbITOE BO ABOP OKHO, KaK 3arpemer, npobys rofoc, CTYAEHT, XUBLLMIA HANPOTMB, YYMUBLUMIACS NEHWIO 1 YNPaXHSABLLMIACS
C yTpa [0 Beyepa, — 3anen «Aspy». Torga MuTs 3acnewumn ¢ peMHsMK, 3acTerHyn Ux Kak nonaro, CXBaTun KapTys u
nowlen Ha Kucrnosky, — NpoCcTUTbCA ¢ MaTepbto Katn. MoTuB M CrioBa NecHM, KOTOPYO 3anen CTYAEHT, Tak HaCTOM4MBO
3BYy4arnu 1 noBTOPANUCH B HEM, YTO OH HE BMAEN HU YMULL, HU BCTPEYHbIX, LUEN eLle NbsHee, Yem XOAun Bee nocrnegHue
OHu. B camom pene Bbino noxoxe Ha To, YTO CBET KITMHOM COLLENncs, YTO toHkep LUMUT 13 nucToneTa xouyeT 3acTpenurbes!
Hy, 4TO X, COLUENcs TaK CoLencs, aymasn OH U OndTb BO3BpALUarcs K necHe 0 TOM, Kak, rynss no cagy W «kpacon CBOeu
cussy, BCTpeYana [oyb CynTaHa B cafly YepHOro HeBOMbHWKA, KOTOPbIA CTOAN Yy (PoHTaHa «brefgHee cMmepTuy, Kak
OfHaX[bl CNPOCIIa OHa ero, KTO OH W OTKyAa, 1 Kak OTBETWIT OH €M, HayaB 3MoBeLLE, HO CMUPEHHO, C YTPIOMOWN NPOCTOTOM:

— 3oBycb MaromeTtom 1...
11 KOHYMB BOCTOPXKEHHO-TPArM4eckuM BOMNIeM:

— £ 13 popa begHbIx A3pos,
Monobus, Mbl yMupaem!

KaTs ogeBanach, 4tobbl €xaTb Ha BOK3an MpOBOXaTb €ro, NIaCKOBO KPWKHYNa emy M3 CBOEW KOMHaTbl, — U3
KOMHaTbI, FA€ OH NPOBEN CTONbKO HE3abBEHHbIX YacoB! — YTO OHa NPUAET K NepBOMY 3BOHKY. Munas, nobpas xeHwmHa ¢
MajMHOBLIMM BOSIOCaMW CuAena OfHa, Kypuna U O4YeHb rpyCTHO MOCMOTpena Ha Hero, — OHa, BEpOsiTHO, BCe AaBHO
noHumana, obo Bcem goragbiBanack. OH, BECb anblil, BHYTPEHHE APOXaLLMiA, NOLENOBaN ee HEeXHy 1 Apsbnyto pyky, no-
CbIHOBbM CKIMOHMB FOSIOBY, M OHA C MAaTEPUHCKOM IAaCKON HECKOMNBKO pa3 noLesioBasna ero B BUCOK U NepekpecTuna.

— 3X, MBI, — C HECMesoit ynbIOKoW ckasana oHa crnoBamu puboenosa, — xueuTe-ka cMmesick! Hy, Xpuctoc ¢
BaMW, Noe3xawnTe, noeaxanTe...

Vi

Coenas Bce TO MocriefHee, YTo HyXHO BbINo caenatb B HOMEpax, YNOXMB CBOW BELLW B KPUBYIO W3BO3YNYLIO
NPONeTKy NpW NMOMOLLM KOPUZOPHOrO, OH HaKOHEL, HEMOBKO YCESCA BO3MEe HWX, TPOHYSICA U TOTYaC Xe NoYvyBCTBOBAN TO
ocoboe, 4TO 0XBaTbIBAET NMPU OTHE3AE, — KOHYEH (1 HaBCeraa) U3BECTHbIN CPOK XM3HU! — W BMECTE C TeM BHe3arHyk
NerkocTb, Hagexay Ha Havano 4ero-to HoBoro. OH HeckonbKO ycrokouncs u Goapee, kak 6bl HOBbIMM rrasamu crtan
rnsaeTb Bokpyr. Koxel, npowai MockBa u Bce, 4TO NepexuTo B Heit! HakpanbiBano, XMypunocs, B nepeynkax obis10 nycro,
BynbbkHUK Obln TemMeH 1 Gnecten, Kak XenesHbld, AOMa CTOSMN HeBeCenble, rpsi3Hble. /I3BO34MK BE3 C MyYUTENBHOM
HEeCMeLwHOCTbI0 U TO U Aeno 3acTtasnsan Mutio oTBopaunBaTbCs M CTapaTbCst He Ablwatk. lNpoexanu Kpemsb, notom
[TOKPOBKY 1 ONATb CBEPHYNU B NEPEYNIKK, FAe B cagax XpuUnio opana K AOXAH U K Be4epy BOPOHa, a BCe xe Obina BecHa,
BECEHHMIA 3anax Bo3ayxa. Ho BOT HakoHel, goexanu, u Muts 6erom KuHymcs 3a HOCUIbLLMKOM MO MOAHOMY BOK3ary, Ha
NEeppoH, MOTOM Ha TPEeTWi NyTb, rae yxe Obin roToB ANMWHHBIA U TSKENbIA Kypckuid noesd. M u3 Bceil OrpoMHON W
6e306pasHoi TONMbI, OCaXAABLUEN N0e3a, U3-3a BCEX HOCUIBLLMKOB, C IPOXOTOM 1 NPeAYNPexXaaroLLMM MOKPUKUBAHUAMM
KaTMBLUMX TEMEXKW C Bellamn, OH MTHOBEHHO BbIAENWI, yBUAAN TO, YTO, «KPACoi CBOEMN CUSiSy, OAMHOKO CTOSNO BAANM U
Ka3anocb COBEPLIEHHO OCODObIM CYLLECTBOM He TOMbKO BO BCEW 3TOW TOMME, HO M BO BCEM MUpE. Yke npobun nepsbilit
3BOHOK, — Ha 3TOT pa3 ono3aan oH, a He Kats. OHa TporaTenbHO npuexana paHblue ero, OHa ero xaana v KuHynach K
HeMy onsTb C 3ab0TIMBOCTLIO KEHbI LI HEBECTBI:

— Munbin, 3aHuman ckopee mecto! Cenvac BTOPOM 3BOHOK!

A nocre BTOPOro 3BOHKA OHa elle TporaTeNbHee CTosna Ha nnaTopmMe, CHU3Y MO8 Ha Hero, CTOSIBLUETO B
ABEPSX TPETLEKNACCHOTO BaroHa, yxe OuTkoM Habutoro W BOHtOYero. Bce B Helt Bbino MpenectHo, — ee Munoe,
XOPOLUEHBbKOE IMYMKO, ee Hebonblias durypka, ee CBEXECTb, MOMOAOCTb, A€ XEHCTBEHHOCTb ele Mellanacb C
LETCKOCTBIO, €€ BBEPX MOAHATLIE cusiolme Masa, ee ronybas ckpoMHas Lnsnka, B uarmbax kotopoi bbina HekoTopas
n3sLHas 3a4OPHOCTb, U AaXe €€ TEMHO-CEPbIA KOCTIOM, B KOTOPOM MuTs ¢ 06oxaHMeM 4yBCTBOBAN AaXe MaTEpUIO U
wenk nogknagku. OH CTOSN Xy4oW, HeCKNaaHbIN, Ha AOPOrY OH HaAEen BbICOKME rpybble canorvt U CTapyto KypTKy, NyroBuLbl
koTopon Obinn 06TepTbl, kKpacHenn meablo. 1 Bce-Taku Kats cMoTpena Ha Hero HempuTBOPHO JHOBSAWMM W TPYCTHLIM
B3rNs4OM. TpeTuil 3BOHOK TaK HEOXWZAHHO M Pesko ygapun no cepauy, 4to MuTs puHynca ¢ nnowagku BaroHa Kak
Be3yMHbIN, 1 TaK xe Be3yMHO, C y)XacoM KHyrach K Hemy HaBcTpedy Kats. OH npunan K ee nepyaTke 1, BCKOUMB Ha3ag, B
BaroH, CKBO3b Cre3bl 3aMaxar e KapTy3oM C HEMCTOBbIM BOCTOPIOM, @ OHa nogxeaTuna pykom 1bky 1 nonnbina BMecTe ¢
nnaTopMon Ha3ag, BCe elle He Cnyckas ¢ Hero noaHsaToro Barnsga. OHa nnbina Bce ObicTpee, BETEP BCE CUNbHEE
Tpenan BONOCbl BbICYHYBLUErocs M3 okHa Mutu, a napoBo3 pacxoguncs Bce Lwubye, Bce BecrnowagHee, HarmbiM,
yrpoxaroLum pesom Tpebys nyTen, — v BOPYr TOYHO COPBAno W ee, 1 KOHeL, nnatgopmbl...



Vil

[laBHO HacTynuUnW JOMMMe BECEHHWe CyMEpKW, TEMHbIE OT JOXAEBbIX Ty, TSKENbIA BAroH rpoxotan B rorfom
NpOXnagHOM norne, — B NONsX BeCHa bbina ele paHHss, — LKW KOHAYKTOpa NO KOPMAOPY BaroHa, cnpawveas tunetsl u
BCTaBNss B (POHapW cBeun, a Muta Bce ele CTosn Boane apebesxallero okHa, YyBCTBYs 3anax KatuHom nepyatk,
OCTaBLUMIACA Ha ero rybax, Bce eLle BECb Mbifiaf OCTPbIM OTHEM NOCAEAHEro Mura pasnyku. M BCA AnWMHHAsS MOCKOBCKas
31Ma, CHacTnMBas W MyumTenbHas, npeobpasuBLLas BCIO XM3Hb €ro, BCS LIENUKOM W YXKe COBCEM B KAkOM-TO HOBOM CBETE
BCTaBana nepeg HuUM. B HOBOM cBeTe, OMsTb B HOBOM, CTOsNa Tenepb neped HAM u Kats... [a, ga, KTO OHa, 4TO OHa
Takoe? A noboBb, CTpacTb, Aywa, Teno? 310 YTO Takoe? Huyero aToro HeT, — ecTb YTO-TO Apyroe, coBcem apyroe! Bot
9TOT 3anax nepyaTtkn — passe 970 Toxe He Kats, He noboBb, He AyLia, He Teno? U Myxuku, paboune B BaroHe, XeHLUMHa,
KoTopas BefeT B OTXOXee MecTo cBoero 6e30bpasHoro pebeHka, Tycknble cBeun B aApebesxallmx GoHapsx, CyMepku B
BECEHHMX MyCTbIX NONsAX — BCe NoboBb, BCe AyLla, U BCe MyKa, U BCe HeckasaHHas pagocCTb.

YTpom 6bin Open, nepecagka, NPOBUHUMAnNbHLIA NOe3n Bo3ne danbHei nnatgopmel. I Muta nodyscTBoBan:
KaKoW 3TO MPOCTOW, CMOKOMHbIA ¥ POAHOW MMP MO CPaBHEHMIO C MOCKOBCKUM, YXe OTOWeALMM Kyda-To B Tpuaecsrtoe
LLapCTBO, LIeHTpOM KoToporo 6bina Kats, Tenepb Takas kak ByATo oanHOKas, xankas, nobumas Tonbko HexHo! [axe Hebo,
koe-rae nogmasaHHoe 6nefHoN CMHEBON AOXAEBbIX 00nakoB, Aaxe BeTep TYT npoLle 1 crokoiHee. .. Moesn u3 Opna wwen
He cnewa, MuTS He cnewa en TyNbCKWA NeYaTHbIN NPSHWK, CUAS B NOYTKU NYCTOM BaroHe. oTOM noess pasowencs
yMOTan, yCbInun ero.

MpocHyncs oH Tonbko B BepxoBbe. Moesq cTosn, 6bi10 AOBOMBHO MHOTOMOAHO M CYEeTNNBO, HO TOXeE Kak-To
3ax0MyCTHO. [pUATHO Naxro YagoM CTAaHUMOHHOW KyXHU. MuTS € yOOBONMbCTBMEM Chbefl Tapesiky Wen W Bbinun ByTbinky
nuBa, NOTOM ONATb 3agpeman, — rnybokas ycTanocTb Hanana Ha Hero. A Korga OH OnsTb OYHYIICA, MOE3[ MYancs no
BeceHHeMy Gepe30BOMY Jecy, yxe 3HakoMOMy, nepes nocneaHen ctaHumen. OnsaTb No-BeCEHHEMY CyMpaYHO TEMHESO, B
OTKPbITOE OKHO Maxno AOXOeM W kak Byato rpubamu. Jlec cTosn elje COBCEM oMb, HO BCE Xe rpoxoTaHbe noesda
0TAaBasnoch B HEM OTYETNMBEE, YEM B MONe, a BOANN YKe MeSbKanm no-BeCEHHEMY NeyanbHble OrOHbKW CTaHUuW. BoT u
BbICOKMI 3€MNeHbI OroHb cemMachopa, — 0COBEHHO NPenecTHbIN B Takne CyMepku B Bepe3oBoM rofiom fecy, — 1 noesp co
CTYKOM CTan nepexoauTb Ha Apyron nyTb... Boxe, kak no-L4epeBEHCKM Xanok W mMun paboTHUK, Xaywuin Bapyyka Ha
nnatcgopme!

CymepKkn 1 Tyuu BCe CryLLanncb, noka exanu OT CTaHumu no GoMnbLIOMY Cery, TOXe eLle BEeCEHHEMY, MPS3HOMY.
Bce TOHYNo B 3TX HEOOBLIKHOBEHHO MSATKUX CyMepkax, B rnmybovailuei TUIMHE 3eMMM, TEMOM HOYM, CMBLUENCS C
TEMHOTON HeonpefdeneHHbIX, HA3KO HaBUCLUMX JOXOEBbLIX Tyd, W onsaTb MuTS AMBMNCA U pagoBasncs: Kak CMOKOWHa,
npocTa, ybora AepeBHs, 3T naxyyune KypHble 13bbl, e faBHO cnswme, — ¢ bnaroselyeHbs fobpble Noau He B3dyBakoT
OTHSI, — M KaK XOpOLLO B 9TOM TEMHOM W Tenrom crenHoM mupe! TapaHTac Hblpsin no yxabam, no rpssu, ayobl 3a ABOPOM
BoraToro Myxuka BbICUIIUCb €Lie COBCEM Harie, HEMpUBETIIMBbLIE, YEpHenu rpadnHbIMK rHesgamu. Y usbbl cTosn u
BrNS4bIBaNCA B CyMpaK CTpaHHbli, Kak ByaTo M3 APEeBHOCTU MYXWK: BOCble HOrW, pBaHblil apMsiK, bapaHbs Lanka Ha
LSIMHHBIX NPSMbIX BOfOcax... M nowen Tennbli, CNagocTHbIN, OYWKUCTLIA foXab. MUTS nogyman o AeBkax, O MOSOAbIX
Babax, cnswwmx B aTx u3bax, 060 BCEM TOM XEHCKOM, K YeMy OH npubnuauncs 3a 3umy ¢ Katei, n BCe CMNOCh B OJHO,
KaTta, OeBku, HOYb, BECHa, 3anax AOXAS, 3anax pacnaxaHHo, roTOBOW K OMfOAOTBOPEHMIO 3eMIK, 3anax JowagnHoro
noTa 1 BOCMOMWUHaHWE O 3arnaxe NankoBOW NepyaTku.

Vil

B nepeBHe %M3Hb Ha4yanachb AHSMIU MUPHBLIMU, 04apOBaTeNbHbLIMMU.

Houbto no nyTu co ctaHumumn Kats kak Byato nomMepkna, pacTBopurnach BO BCEM OKpyxatoLeM. Ho HeT, 3To TOMbKo
TaK MoKa3amnoch ¥ Kalamocb eLle HEeCKONMbKO AHed, noka Muts oTceinancs, npuxogun B cebs, npuBbIKan K HOBM3HE C
[ETCTBa 3HAKOMbIX Brie4aTNIeHUn POAHOro A0Ma, AEPEBHM, AEPEBEHCKON BECHbI, BECEHHEN HaroThbl 1 NyCTOTbl MUPa, ONSATb
YNCTO ¥ MOMOZO rOTOBOrO K HOBOMY pacLBeTy.

Ycagbba Obina Hebornbluas, OOM CTapbll U HE3ATENNMBLINA, XO3SMCTBO HECNOXHOE, He Tpebytwee 6onbLION
ABOPHU, — XM3Hb ANt Muti Havanacb Tuxas. Cectpa AHS, BTOpOKNACCHMLUA-TMMHa3ucTka, u 6paT Kocts, noapocTok-
kageT, 6binn ewe B Opne, yunnnch, LOMKHbI Obiny NpuexaTtb He paHblue Hayana uoHg. Mama, Onbra MeTpoBHa, bbina,
KaKk BCeraa, 3aHsiTa X03sMCTBOM, B KOTOPOM €M NOMOran TONMbKO NPUKa34unK, — CTapoCTa, Kak HasbiBanu ero Ha JBOpHe, —
yacTo ObiBana B none, NoXmnack cnaTb, Kak TONbKO TEMHEO.

Korga Muts, Ha apyron aeHb no npuesae, NpocnaBLUM ABEHaALATh YacoB, BbIMbITbIA, BO BCEM YKCTOM, BbILLEN U3
CBOEW CONMHEYHOW KOMHaTbl, — OHa Oblna OKHamu B Cad, Ha BOCTOK, — 1 MPOLUEN N0 BCEM APYTUM, OH XKWBO MCMbITan
4yBCTBO WX POLACTBEHHOCTY 1 MUPHOW, YCMIOKaMBAIOLLEN M OyLUYy ¥ TENO NpocToThl. Be3ae Bce CTOSANO Ha CBOMX NPUBLIYHBIX
MecTax, kak U MHOTO NIET TOMY Ha3af, M TaK e 3HaKOMO U NMPUATHO Maxro; Be3ae K ero npuesay Bce bbino npubpaHo, BO



BCEX KOMHaTax Oblny BbIMbITbI MOMbI. [OMbIBANK TOMbKO 3as, MPUMbIKABLUWIA K MPUXOXEN, K NAKEACKON, KaK €€ Ha3biBany
elle oo cux nop. BecHywdatas geBka, nogeHWmUa ¢ AepPEBHU, CTOsNA Ha OKHe BO3ne ABepeit Ha 6ankoH, TaHynach K
BEPXHEMY CTEKITY, CO CBUCTOM NPOTMPAs €ro U OTPaXasiCh B HKHUX CTEKIAX CUHEIOWMM, Kak Bbl AanekuM, OTPaxeHUEM.
F'opHuyHas Mapalwa, BbiTawms GonbLuylo TPAMKY U3 Beapa ¢ ropsyen sogoin, 6ocas, 6enoHoras, Wna no 3anutomy nony
Ha ManeHbK1X NATKaX W ckasana 4pYyXeCTBEHHO-Pa3BsA3HOM CKOPOroBOPKOW, BbITUPas NOT C pasropesLLerocs nuua crnbom
3aCy4YeHHOW pyKu:

— WawuTe kywanTe Yait, Mamallia eLe 40 CBETY yeXanm Ha CTaHLMIo CO CTapOCTOM, Bbl HEGOCH W He ChibIXanw...

1 ToTyac xe Kats BnactHO HanomHuna o cebe: Mutsa noiman cebs Ha BOXAENEHUM K 3TOM 3aCy4EHHOMN XEHCKOM
PYKe U K XEHCTBEHHOMY W3ruby TSHYBLUEMCS BBEPX AEBKM Ha OKHE, K ee tobke, nog KOTopylo Kpenkummu TymBoukamu
YXOOUNM TOMNble HOTU, M C PagoCTblo OWYTUN BracTb KaTu, CBOK MPWHAANEXHOCTb €il, MOYYBCTBOBAN ee TalHoe
NPUCYTCTBIE BO BCEX BEYaTIEHUSX 3TOrO yTpa.

W/ npucyTcTBMe 3TO YyBCTBOBASIOCH BCE XMBEE U XKUBEE C KaXAbIM HOBbIM JHEM 1 CTAHOBMNOCh BCE MpeKpacHee,
no mepe Toro kak Muts npuxogun B cebsl, ycnokamsancs u 3abeisan Ty, 0OblkHOBEHHYHO, KaTto, koTopas B Mockse Tak
4acTo M TaK My4UTENBHO He crmBanack ¢ Katen, CosgaHHoN ero XenaHuem.

IX

MMepBbIit pa3 Xun OH Tenepb AOMa B3POCHbIM, C KOTOPbIM JaXe Mama Aepxanacb Kak-To MHaye, Yem npexzie, a
rMaBHOE, XWN C NepPBOI HACTOsLLEN NOBOBBIO B AyLLE, YKE OCYLLECTBASAA TO CAMOE, Yero BTalHe X4arno BCe ero CyLecTBo
C [eTCTBa, C OTPOYECTBA.

Ele B MnageH4ecTBe AMBHO U TAUMHCTBEHHO LIEBENbBHYIOCh B YEM HEYTO HEBbIPA3NMOE Ha YESIOBEYECKOM SA3bIKE.
Korga-to v roe-To, AOMKHO BbITb, TOXE BECHOW, B Cafy, BO3Me KYCTOB CUPEHMW, — 3anOMHUICS OCTPbIN 3anax LLNaHCKuX
MyX, — OH, COBCEM MasieHbKWI, CTOSN C KaKOA-TO MOSIOAO0M XEHLLMHON, — BEPOSITHO, C CBOEW HAHBKOW, — 1 BAPYr YTO-TO
TOYHO 03apPUNOCh Nepes HUM HebecHbIM CBETOM, — HE TO NULO €€, He TO capadaH Ha NOMHON rpyaun, — 1 YTO-TO ropsyei
BOJTHOW NPOLLO, B3bIrPano B HEM, UCTUHHO Kak AWTS BO YpeBe matepu... Ho To Bbino kak Bo cHe. Kak Bo cHe 6bino 1 Bee,
4To ObINO MOTOM, — B AETCTBE, OTPOYECTBE, B rMMHa3nyeckne rodbl. boiny kakume-to 0cobble, HI HA YTO HE MOXOoXWue
BOCXMLLEHNS TO OAHON, TO APYroM U3 TEX AEBOYEK, KOTOPbIE MPUE3KanM CO CBOMMM MaTEPSIMM Ha ero AETCKMUE NPa3aHUKK,
TaHOE XagHoe NOOMBITCTBO K KaXOOMY [OBWKEHWIO 3TOr0 YapyHLLEro, TOXE HU Ha YTO HE MOXOXEro MarneHbKOro
cyllecTBa B nnatbuue, B Halimaykax, ¢ 6aHTOM LLENKOBOM NEHTbI Ha rofioske. bbino (310 yxe nosgHee, B rybepHCKOM
ropode) ANMBLUEECS MOMTK BCHO OCEHb W Yyxe ropasgo Oonee CO3HaTeNbHOE BOCXWLIEHME TMMHA3MCTOYKOM, 4acTo
nosiBNsBLUENCA MO Bevepam Ha AepeBe 3a 3abopom COCedHEro cafda: ee Pe3BOCTb, HACMELWSIMBOCTb, KOPUYHEBOE
nnatbuue, Kpyribi rpebeLlok B Borocax, rpsiaHble pyyki, CMeX, 3BOHKWUIA KpuK, — BCe ObIfo TakoBo, 4To Muta gyman o
HeW ¢ yTpa 40 Beyepa, rpyCcTus, NopoK Aaxe nnakan, HeYTONMMMO YTO-TO xenas oT Hee. [1oTOM K 3T0 Kak-To camo cobom
KOHYMNOCb, 3abbINOCh, 1 BbINK HOBbIE, HOMee N MeHee OONrne, — 1 ONATb-Taky COKPOBEHHbIE, — BOCXMLLEHMS, ObInK
OCTpble PagoCT¥t W FrOPecTy BHE3anHOW BMOBMIEHHOCTU Ha rMMHa3nyeckux banax... bbinu Kakue-To TOMNEHWs B Tene, B
cepaue Ke CMyTHbIe NpeayyBCTBUS, OXMUOAHWUS YEro-To. ..

OH poawnncs 1 BbIpOC B AEPEBHE, HO TMMHA3UCTOM NOHEBOME NPOBOAWI BECHY B FOPOAE, 3a UCKITHOYEHWEM OAHOr0
roga, no3anpoLunoro, KOraa OH, NMpuUexaB B AEPEBHI0 HA MacreHuuy, 3axBopan W, nonpaenssch, Npobbin aomMa MapT
nonosuHy anpensi. 310 GbIN0 He3abBeHHOe Bpems. Hemenu ABe OH nexan ¥ TOMbKO B OKHO BWAEN KaXabli A€Hb
MeHSIILLMeCs BMeCTe C yBEIMYeHeM B Mupe Tenna u ceeTa Hebeca, CHer, cag, ero CTBoSbI U BeTBW. OH BUAEN: BOT yTpO,
1 B KOMHATE TaK SIpKO ¥ TENMO OT COMHLA, YTO YXKE MON3atoT Mo CTEKNaM OXMBAKOLLME MyXW... BOT nocneobeeHHbIn Yac Ha
APYron AeHb: COMHLE 3a JOMOM, C APYroi ero CTOPOHbI, @ B OKHE YXe A0 roflyousHbl 6reaHbIi BECEHHUI CHET W KPYMHbIe
Benble obnaka B cMHeBe, B BepLUMHAX OEPEBLEB... a BOT, elle Yepe3 AeHb, B 00nayHOM Hebe Takue sipkue nporanuHbl, v
Ha KOpe OEPEBbLEB TaKOM MOKPbIN ONEcK, M Tak KanneT C KPbIlM Hag OKHOM, YTO He HapagyellbCsl, He HarnsauLbCs. ..
lMocne nowwnu Tennble TyMaHbl, JOXAM, CHEr pacnyCTUIO U CHESO B HECKOMBKO CYTOK, TPOHYNAch peka, ctana pagocTHO U
HOBO YepHeTb, 0bHaxaTbCs M B cady W Ha ABope 3emns... M Hagonro 3anomHuncs Mute oguH AeHb B KOHLE MapTa, Korda
OH B NepBbIi pa3 noexan Bepxom B norne. Hebo He spKo, HO TaK XMBO, Tak MONOAO CBETUNOCH B BneaHbIX, B 6ECLBETHbIX
AepeBbsix caga. B none ele CBEXO Ayno, XHWUBbS OblAM AWKW U PbKK, @ Tam, FAe naxanu, — yxe naxanu nog oBec, —
MacnsiHUCTO, C NEepPBOOBLITHOM MOLLBK YEPHENM B3METbI. M OH LIENMMKOM exan no 3TUM XHWBbSM M B3METaM K necy W
nsganeka BUOEN €ro B YMCTOM BO34yXe, — rofblil, ManeHbKUM, BUAOHbIM U3 KOHLA B KOHEL, — NOTOM CMyCTWNCS B €ero
NOLMHBI 1 3aLlymen KombITaMW fowagu no riybokon NpoLUnorogHer NIcTee, MECTaMW COBCEM CyXOW, ManeBon, Mectamm
MOKPOW, KOPUYHEBOW, Nepeexan 3acbiNaHHble et OBpary, rae ewe lna nonas Boda, a U3-nog KyCToB C TPECKOM
BbIPbIBANMCh NPSMO U3-NOA HOT IOLIAAW CMYr0-30510Tble BanbALUHENbI... YeM Obina Ans Hero B aTa BeCHa 1 0COHEHHO
9TOT [eHb, KOrda Tak CBEXO Ayno HaBCTpeyy emy B More, a Nowadb, O4OMeBaBLlas HacbILEeHHbIe BIaron HUBbS U
YepHble NallHW, TaK LYMHO Ablllana LMPOKMMM HO3APAMMW, Xpans W PEBS HYTPOM C BENMKONENHOM AWMKOW CUMon?
Kasanocb Toraa, 4To MMEHHO 3Ta BeCHa W Obina ero nepsoil HacTosLeh MobOoBL, AHSAMM CMMOWHON BOONEHHOCTN B



KOro-To 1 BO YTO-TO, KOrda OH Ntobun BCEX MMMHA3MCTOK M BCEX AEBOK B MUpe. HO KakuM Janekum kasanocb emy 310
Bpemsi Tenepb! Hackonbko Obin OH TOrga €le COBCEM MarbuWK, HEBWHHbIA, NPOCTOCEpAeYHbIA, OeaHblii CBOUMMU
CKPOMHbIMU NeYansiMu, pagoctamm n meytaHusamm! CHOM unu, ckopee, BOCNOMUHAHWEM O KakOM-TO YyAeCHOM CHe bbina
Toraa ero GecnpegmeTHas, 6ecnnotHas no6oBb. Tenepb e B Mupe bbina Kats, 6bina gywa, atoT mup B cebe
BOMMOTMBLLASA 1 HAJO BCEM HaZ HUM TOPXECTBYHOLLAS.

X

TonbKo pa3 B 370 NepBOe BpeMs HaroMHuna o cebe Katsa anoselue.

OpHaxabl, N03AHO BevepoM, MuTs Bbillen Ha 3aaHee KpbinbLo. Bbino 04eHb TEMHO, TUXO, Naxmo ChIPbIM NOMEM.
/13-3a HOuYHbIX 06N1akoB, Hag CMYTHbIMK OYEPTaHUAMM cafa, Crne3unucs Menkue 3se3abl. Y Bapyr roe-Tto Baanu Yro-To
AVKO, AbSIBONBCKM YKHYNO W 3aKaTUoCh Naem, Bu3roM. Muts B3gporHyn, oueneHen, NoToM OCTOPOXHO COLLEN C KpbinbLa,
BOLUEN B TEMHY'0, Kak Bbl CO BCEX CTOPOH BpaxaebHO CTOpOXKalUyt ero anneto, CHoBa OCTAHOBMICA W CTan kaaTb,
cnywartb: YTO 9TO TaKoe, rae OHO, — TO, YTO TaK HEOXWuZaHHO W cTpawwHo ormacuno cag? Cbiv, NECHOW nyrau,
COBepLLaKoLLMIA CBOKO N0BOBb, 1 Gonblue HUYero, Ayman OH, a BECb 3amupan kak 6bl OT HE3PUMOrO MPUCYTCTBUS B 3TOM
TbMe CamMoro ApsiBona. M Bapyr onstb pa3gancs rynkui, BCo MUTUHY aywly nOTPSICLUMA BOW, rae-To 6nmn3ko, B BEpXYLLUKaX
annew, 3atpeliano, 3awymeno — u ObsiBon 6eCLyMHO NepeHeccs Kyda-To B ApYroe Mecto cafja. Tam OH CHavana
3anasn, noToMm cran xanobHo, Monsile, kak pebeHok, HbiTb, NnakaTb, XNOnaTb KPbINbAMM U KNEKoTaTb C My4nUTENbHbIM
HacnaxaeHueM, CTan B3BM3r1BaTh, 3aKaTbiBaTbCS TakMM €PHUYECKAM CMEXOM, TOYHO €ro LeKoTanu 1 nbitann. Muts, Becb
ApOXa, BMWNICA B TEMHOTY K rnasamu u cnyxom. Ho absison Bapyr copsancsi, 3axnebHyncs u, npopesaB TEMHbIA Caj
NPeACMEPTHO-UCTOMHBIM  BOMMEM, TOYHO CKBO3b 3eMM0 npoBanuncs. HanpacHo npoxaaB BO30OHOBNEHUSI 3TOMO
N6OBHOTO yKaca eLle HeCKONbKO MUHYT, MUTS TUXO BEPHYNCS JOMON — W BCIO HOYb MYYMUIICSt CKBO3b COH BCEMMU TEMM
Bone3HeHHbIMW 1 OTBPATUTENBbHBIMI MbICIISIMI 1 YYBCTBaMM, B KOTOPbIE NpeBpaTunack B MapTe B Mockse ero noboBb.

OpHako yTpoMm, Npu COMHUE, ero HOYHblEe Tep3aHns BbiCTpo paccesnucb. OH BCMOMHWUI, Kak 3annakana Kars,
KOra OHV TBEpPAO PeLunnn, YTO OH JOMKEH Ha Bpems yexaTb U3 MOCKBbI, BCIOMHMI, C KakKuM BOCTOPrOM OHa yxBaTunacb
3a MbICIb, YTO OH TOXe npuedeT B KpbIM B Hauane WtoHsl, U kak TporatenbHO nomMorana OHa emy B ero NpuroToBNEHWAX K
0Tbesfy, kak NpoBoXara oHa ero Ha Bok3ane... OH BbiHyn ee hoTorpacpuyEeCKyto KapTouKy, AOMro, JOMr0 BrAsAbIBancs B
€€ MareHbKyl HapsaHYH0 roNoBKy, NOpPaxasich YACTOTOM, AICHOCTLIO ee MPSIMOro, OTKPLITOrO (YyTb KPYrnoro) B3rnsaa...
lMoToM Hanucan e 0cobeHHO ANMHHOE N 0COBEHHO CepaeyHOe MCbMO, NOMHOE Bepbl B UX NtoOOBb, 1 ONSTb BO3BPATUCS
K HEMPECTaHHOMY OLLYLLEHMIO ee N0BOBHOIO M CBETNOrO NpebbiBaHMs BO BCEM, YEM OH XWIT U pafoBarncs.

OH NOMHMN, YTO OH UCMbITan, Korga ymep oTel, AEBATb NeT ToMy Hasad. 310 Obifo Toxe BECHON. Ha apyron aeHb
nocrne 3Ton cMepTH, PobKo, C HELOYMEHMEM M YKAacOM NPOMAS Mo 3any, rAe C BbICOKO NOAHATON rPYAbI0 U CRIOXEHHbIMU Ha
Hen GonblumMMK GriegHbIMK pykamu Nexan Ha CTone, YepHen CBOEN CKBO3HOW Bopomoi n 6enen HOCOM HapsKEeHHbIN B
[BOPSHCKAA MyHAMP oTel, MuTs Bbllen Ha KpbinbLO, MMSHYM Ha CTOSBLUYIO BO3Me ABEPW OrPOMHYH) KpbilKy rpoba,
0BuTY0 30M0TON Napyon, — 1 BAPYr NoYyBCTBOBAN: B Mupe cMepTb! OHa Obina BO BCEM: B COSTHEYHOM CBETE, B BECEHHEN
TpaBe Ha ABope, B Hebe, B cagy... OH nowen B cad, B NECTPYO OT CBETA NUMOBYHO annet, NoToMm B GOKOBLIE annew, elle
Bonee conHeuHble, rMsLeN Ha AepeBbs 1 Ha Nepsbix 6enbix 6aboyek, cnylwan nepebiX, CNaaKko 3anuBaloWMXCa NTULY —
HWYEro He y3HaBan: BO BCEM Obina cMepTb, CTPALLHbIA CTON B 3ane M ANMHHAs Nap4oBas Kpbilka Ha Kpbinbue! He no-
NPEXHEMY, KaK-TO HE TaK CBETWUNO COMHLE, He TaK 3erieHena Tpaea, He TaK 3amupani Ha BECEHHEN, TOMbKO ELe CBEPXY
ropsiyen Tpase 6abouku, — BCe ObINO He Tak, Kak CyTKM TOMY Ha3af, BCce Npeobpasnnoch kak bbl 0T 61M30CTH KOHLa Mupa,
W Xarnka, ropecTHa cTana npenectb BECHbI, €6 BEYHOW OHOCTU! [ 3TO ANnMnock AOMrO 1 NOTOM, ANUAOCH BCIO BECHY, Kak
elle AoMnro YyBCTBOBANCA — WM MHUICS — B BbIMbITOM M MHOTO pa3 NPOBETPEHHOM [OME CTpaLUHbIA, MEP3KWN,
cnagKoBaTbIi 3anax...

Takoe e HaBaxaeHne, — TONMbKO COBCEM APYroro nopsigka, — ucnbiTbiBan MuTs n Tenepb: 3Ta BeCHa, BECHA €r0
nepBeoi No6BK, Toxe Bbina COBEPLUEHHO MHAS, YEM BCE NPeXHUE BeCHbl. Mup onstb Obin NpeobpaeH, onsTb NOMOH Kak
OyAToO YEM-TO MOCTOPOHHNM, HO TOMNBKO He BpaxaebHbIM, He YKacHbIM, @ HaNpPOTUB, — AMBHO CMMBAKLLMMCS C PAAOCTbHO
W MONOJOCTLK BECHBI. /1 3TO mocTopoHHee Obina Karta wnu, BepHee, TO NPEneCcTHENWEE B MUPE, YEro OT Hee XoTen,
Tpebosan Mutsi. Tenepb, N0 Mepe TOro Kak LMK BECEHHUE AHW, OH TpeboBan oT Hee Bce Oonblue u 6onbLue. U Teneps,
korga ee He 6bino, Gbin ToNbko ee 06pa3, 0bpa3 He CyLEeCTBYIOLMA, @ TOMbKO KEMaHHbIA, OHA, Ka3anocb, HUYEM He
Hapywana Toro ©ecnopoyHOro W MpekpacHoro, Yero oT Hee TpeboBamu, M C KaxablM OHEM BCE XMBEE W XuBee
4yBCTBOBanach BO BCEM, Ha YTO Obl HM B3rnsHyn Muts.

Xl

OH ¢ pagocTblo ybeaumncs B 3TOM B NEPBYHO Xe Heaento cBoero npebbiBaHns aoma. Torga bbin Kak Obl eLe kaHyH
BeCHbl. OH CUOEN C KHWroW BO3NE OTKPLITOrO OKHA FOCTWHOW, MSAEN MEX CTBOMOB MUXT M COCEH B ManuCagHWKe Ha



[PS3HYI0 peyKy B Myrax, Ha [EepeBHI0 Ha KOCOropax 3a PEeYKkoi: ele C yTpa A0 Beyepa, HeyCTaHHO, M3Hemoras OT
BriaxeHHON XNOMOTIMBOCTM, TaK, Kak OpPYT OHM TONMbKO PaHHE! BECHOW, Opanu rpayn B ronbix BekoBblx Oepesax B
cOCeHeM NOMELLMYLEM Cady, W eLle AuK, cep Obin BUA AEPEBHM HA KOCOropax, 1 TOMbKO eLLe OHM N03WHbI NOKPbIBANUCh
Tam KenToBaTon 3eneHbto... OH Wwen B cag: v cag Obin eLle HU30K 1 ron, Npo3paYeH, — TONbKO 3eNeHen NonsHbl, BCe
NCNELLpEeHHbIE MENKUMK BUPHO30BLIMK LIBETOYKaMM, [a OMyLUMNCS akaTHWK BAOMb annei u bnegHo Benen, Menko LBen
OOVMH BULIEHHWK B JIOLUMHE, B KOXXHOW, HWKHEN YacTh cada... OH BbIXOAMN B Mone: ewe nycTto, cepo Bbino B none, ewye
LETKON TOPYano XHWBbE, eLle KonyesaTbl U proneToBbl Obinn BbICOXLIME MOMEBbIE AOpOrk... W Bce 310 Obina HaroTa
MOMOAO0CTH, MOPbl OXWAaHUS — 1 BCe 3TO Obina KaTs. W 310 TONbKo Tak ka3anocb, YTO OTBMEKAKT AEBKM-NOLEHLNLbI,
Aenatowme 1o To, To Apyroe B ycaabbe, paboTHMKM B NIOACKON, YTEHWE, NPOTYIKW, XOXAEHWE HA AEPEBHIO K 3HAKOMbIM
My>XMKaM, pa3roBopbl C MaMOW, MOE3AKM CO CTapOCTON (pocCrbIM, rpybbiM OTCTABHBIM CONZATOM) B none Ha 6eroBbix
LpOXKaX...

MoTom npowwuna ewe Hegens. Pas Houbto Bbin 06MOMHbBIA A0OXAb, @ NOTOM ropsidee COMHLE Kak-TO Cpasy BOLLMO B
cuny, BeCHa noTepsina CBOK KPOTOCTb 1 6reaHOCTb, 1 BCE BOKPYF Ha rnasax CTano MEHATCA He NO AHSM, a Mo Yacam.
Cranu pacnaxweaTb, npeBpaljaTb B YepHblil GapxaT XHMBbS, 3a3eNeHenn NoneBble MEXW, COMHee cTana Mypasa Ha
ABOpe, ryLie v spdye 3acuHeno Hebo, BbICTPO CTan 0AeBaTbCS Caf CBEXEW, MArKON Aaxe Ha BUA 3€MeHbt0, 3annioBenu u
3anaxnu cepble KUCTU CUPEHH, W YXKE MOSIBUIOCH MHOXECTBO YEPHbIX, METanMYecki 6necTsLLmx CUHEBOI KPYMHBIX MyX Ha
€€ TEMHO-3€eM1EHOM MAHLEBUTON NIUCTBE W HA rOpsuMX NATHAX CBETA Ha JopoxKax. Ha a6noHsx, rpywax ewje 6binv BugHbI
BETBW, WX efBa TPOHyNa Menkas, cepoBatas M 0COOEHHO Msirkas NMCTBa, HO 3TV AGMNOHM W rpyLK, BCIOAY NPOCTUPaBLUME
CETU CBOMX KPUBbIX BETBE NOL APYrUMU LEPEBbSMMU, BCE YKE 3aKyAPSBUMMCH MIEYHBIM CHETOM, U C KaXabIM AHEM 3TOT
LiBET CTaHoBWNCS Bce benee, BCe rywle 1 Bce 6naroBoHHee. B 310 AMBHOE Bpems pafoCTHO W NpUCTanbHO Habntopan
MwnTs 33 BCEMM BECEHHUMI U3MEHEHNAMM, MPOUCXOAALLMMI BOKPYT Hero. Ho KaTts He Tomnbko He oTCTynana, He Tepsnach
cpeay HUX, a HaNpOTMB, y4acTBOBaNa B HUX BO BCEX M BCeMy npuaasana cebs, CBOK KpacoTy, pacLBeTatoLLylo BMeCTe C
PaCLBETOM BECHbI, C 3TUM BCe POCKOLLHEE BenetoLLm CagoM 1 Bce TEMHEE CUHEIOLLUM HeboM.

Xl

/I BOT opHaxndbl, BbIMAA B 3an, MOMHbLIA MpeaBEYEpHEro ConHua, K Yaw, Muta HeoxuaaHHO yBuaen Bo3ne
camoBapa noyTy, KOTOPYt OH HanmpacHo xgaan Bce yTpo. OH BbICTPO nogoLwen Kk CTony — X AaBHO AomkHa Obina Kata
OTBETUTb XOTb HAa OAHO M3 MCEM, YTO OTNPABUI OH €1, — U APKO M XKYTKO BnecHyn emy B rnasa HeBOIbLIOW U3bICKaHHbIN
KOHBEPT C HAAMUCbIO HA HEM 3HAKOMbIM Xankium novepkoM. OH CXBaTUM €ro W 3aliaran BOH U3 AoMa, NOTOM No cagy, no
rnasHoi annee. OH ywen B camylo AanbHIOK YacTb cafa, Tyaa, FAe Yepes Hero npoxoguna SowmHa, W, OCTaHOBSCH W
OFNSIHYBLUMCb, BbICTPO pasopsan kKoHBepT. McbMO BbI0 KpaTKo, BCEro B HECKOMbKO CTPOK, HO MuTe Hy)HO BbIno pa3 naTtb
NPOYECTb MX, YTOObI HAKOHEL, MOHATb, — TaK KOMOTUNOCh ero cepaue. «Moi nobumblil, MO eauHCTBEHHBIN!Y — yuTan u
nepeynTbiBan OH — W 3eMNS NAbifia Yy Hero noj Horamu OT 3TWUX BoCKnMUaHui. OH NogHsn rnasa: Hag cagom
TOPXECTBEHHO 1 PaflOCTHO CUANO HebOo, BOKPYr CUSN Caf CBOEW CHEXHOWM BeriM3HOM, CONoBeN, yxe Yys npeaseyvepHui
XONOZOK, YETKO M CUIbHO, CO BCEl CNafoCThbi0 CONOBLYUHOMO CaMo3abBeHMs, LLenKkas B CBEXEN 3eNEHMN JanbHNX KyCTOB —
W KPOBb OTNMMA OT €ro nuua, MypaLuku nobexanw no Bonocam. ..

[lomon OH Wwen MeaneHHo — vala ero nobem Obina nonHa ¢ kpasmu. M Tak e 0CTOPOXHO HOcun OH ee B cebe 1
cnegyoLme gHu, TUX0, CHaCTNIMBO 0XMAas HOBOMO NUCbMA.

X

Cap pasHoobpasHo ogeBancs.

OrpoMmHbIi CTapblil KNEH, BO3BbILLABLLMACS Haf BCEW HXHOW YacTblo Cafa, BUAHLIA OTOBCOZY, CTan ewe bonblue
W BUOHee, — OLErCs CBEXeN, NyCTON 3eNeHbHo.

Bbiwe u BugHee ctana W rnaeHas annes, Ha kotopylo MUTS NOCTOSIHHO CMOTPEN W3 CBOWMX OKOH: BEPLUMHbI ee
CTapbIX NWN, TOXE MOKPbIBLUMECS, XOTS €Lle Npo3payHo, Y30pOM HOHOM NUCTBbI, MOAHANUCL W NPOTAHYIUCL Hag CafoM
CBETMO-3eNeHON rpsaoto.

A Huxe KreHa, HIKe anneu nexano HevTo CoWwHoe KyapsBoro, 6aroyxaHHoro CrIMBOYHOO LiBeTa.

W BCe 3T0: OrpOMHas v MbllUHAs BEPLUMHA KreHa, CBETNO-3eneHas rpsaa anneu, noaseHeyvHas 6enusHa s6mnoHb,
rpyLL, Yepemyx, CorHue, cuHeBa Heba M BCe TO, YTO paspacTanoch B HW3ax cajda, B NOLMHE, BAOMb OOKOBLIX annen u
LOPOXEK W nof (PyHOAMEHTOM HOXHOM CTeHbl [OMa, — KYCTbl CUPEHW, akauuu ¥ CMOPOAMHbI, NOMyXu, Kpanwea,
4epHOObINBHUK, — BCE NOpaxasno CBOEW ryCTOTON, CBEXECTbI0 M HOBU3HOM.

Ha y1cToM 3eneHOM ABOpE OT HaaBuratLencs 0TOBCIOAY PacTUTENBHOCTM CTano Kak ByaTo TeCHee, 4OM CTan Kak
Byato MeHblwe n kpacueee. OH kak ByAaTo xaan rocten — no UenbiM AHAM Obinv OTKPbITbl U ABEPU U OKHA BO BCEX
KOMHaTax: B 6enom 3ane, B CUHeil CTapOMOAHO FOCTUHON, B MarneHbKo AMBAHHOMN, TOXeE CUHEN W YBELIAHHOW OBaNbHbIMM



MWHMATIOpaMu, 1 B CONMHEYHON 6rbnmoTeke, 60MbLLIOA M NyCTON YrNIOBON KOMHATE CO CTapbIMM UKOHAMMW B MEPEAHEM Yriy
W HU3KUMM KHWKHBIMM LUKachaMmn U3 iCEHs BAOMb CTEH. W Be3ae B KOMHATbI NPa3AHUYHO Msgeny npubnuausLLnecs K Jomy
pa3Hoobpa3HO 3eneHble, TO CBETIbIE, TO TEMHbIE, AEPEBLS C APKON CUHEBOW MEXIY BETBAMM.

Ho nucbma He Gbino. Muts 3Han HecnocobHocTb KaTu K nMcbMam 1 To, Kak TpyAHO en Bceraa cobpaTbCst cecTh 3a
MUCbMEHHbIA CTON, HalTW nepo, Bymary, KOHBEPT, KynuTb Mapky... HO pasdymHble coobpaxeHust onsTb CTanm Mnroxo
nomoratb. Cyactnmeas, gaxe ropaas YBEPEHHOCTb, C KOTOPOM OH HECKOMBKO AHEM Xaan BTOPOro Nicbma, ucyeana, — OH
TOMUNCA W TPEBOXMICS BCE CUNbHee. Beab 3a TakuM NUCbMOM, Kak NepBoe, TOTYac xe A0IKHO 6bino nocneaoBath YTo-TO
elle bonee npekpacHoe 1 pagytoLlee. Ho Kata monvana.

OH pexe cTan xoauTb Ha AepeBHt0, e3auTb B none. OH cupen B BubnnoTeke, NepenncTbiBan XypHarbl, yxe
[ECATKM NET XeNnTeBME M COXHyBWME B LWkadax. B xypHanax Obiflo MHOrO NpeKkpacHbIX CTUXOB CTapblX MO3TOB,
YyAECHbIX CTPOK, FOBOPMBLLIMX NOYTM BCeraa 06 0AHOM, — O TOM, YeM NOJHbI BCEe CTUXM W NECHM C HaYana Mupa, Yem xuna
TEMepb W ero Ayla u YTO HEM3MEHHO MOT OH TaK MMM WHa4e OTHECTM k camoMy cebe, k cBoen Mobeu, k Kate. M oH no
LienbIM YacaMm cuaen B Kpecne Bo3ne packpbIToro Wwkada n Myunn cebs, yntas u nepeumnTbiBas:

ooy cnaT, Mo Apyr, NoUAem B TEHUCTbIN caj!
Moy cndaT, oaHW NULWbL 3Be3Abl K HAaM rMsaaaT. ..

Bce atu yapyiowme crnosa, BCe 9TV Npu3biBbl Obinn kak Obl ero cobCTBEHHbIMK, 0BpalleHbl Obiny TeNepb kak
ByATO TOMBKO K OAHOM, K TOW, KOrO HEOTCTYMHO BUAEN BO BCEM 1 BCIOZY OH, MuTS, 1 3By4anu nopo NOYTM rPO3HO:

Hapg 3epkanbHbIM1 Bogamu
MawyT nebeau kpbinamu

W konbllweTcs peka:

O, npuaw xe! 3se3abl bnewyr,
JTucTbs MeaneHHo TpeneLwyT,
 HaxogsAT obnaka...

OH, 3akpblBas rnasa, xoroaes, N0 HECKONbKO pa3 Kpsigy MOBTOPSN 3TOT MPK3bIB, 30B Cepaua, nepenonHeHHOro
N06OBHOI CUION, KaXKAYLLEN CBOErO TOPXECTBA, BriaXeHHOro paspeLueHns. MoTom 4onro cMoTpen nepeq coboto, cnyLan
rnybokoe AepeBeHCKOe MomnYaHue, OKpyxaBllee [OM, — W TOpbKO Kayan rorioBo. HeT, oHa He OT3blBanacb, OHa
6e3MOnBHO cusna rae-To Tam, B YYKOM M AanekoM MOCKOBCKOM Mupe! — M onsdTb oTnuBana oT cepfua HEeXHOCTb —
ONSATb POCIIO, WMPKOCH 3TO FPO3HOE, 3rI0BeLLee, 3aKNnHatLLee:

O, npuaw xe! 3se3abl bnewyr,
JTucTbs MeaneHHo TpeneLwyT,
A HaxogsaT obnaka...

Xlv

OpHaxabl, nogpemas nocne obeaa, — obeaany B nongeHs, — MuTa Boilen U3 Joma 1 He cnelwa nowen B cag. B
cagy Yacto pabotanu geBkw, okanbiBanu S6510HU, paboTanu OHK U HblHYe. MuTS Wen nocuaeTb Boane Hux, nobonTtatsb ¢
HUMW, — 3TO YXXe BXOAWSIO B NPUBbIYKY.

[eHb 6b1n xapkuin, Txuit. OH wen B CKBO3HOM TEHU anneu 1 Janeko Buaen BOKpyr cebs kyapsieble 6enoCcHeXHbIe
BeTBU. OCOBEHHO CuneH, rycT Obi LBET Ha rpyLuax, M CMecb 3TOM 6enn3Hbl U ApKON CMHEBLI Heba faBana (hMoneToBbIi
OTTEHOK. W rpyLum 1 9610HN LBENKM 1 OCbIiNanucb, paspbiTast 3eMnst oA HUMK Obina BCs ycesHa bneknbiMu nenectkamu. B
TENNOM BO34yXe YYBCTBOBANCS WX CRafKoBaTblid, HEXHbI 3anax BMECTE C 3anaxOM HarpeToro W NperLero Ha CKOTHOM
ABOpe HaBo3a. MHorga Haxoguno obnadko, cuHee Hebo ronybeno, u Tennbld BO3AYX U 3TU TrIEHHbIE 3anaxu genanuchb
elle HexHee v cnale. V1 Bce gylmMcToe Tenno 3TOro BECEHHEro pasi APEMOTHO W BnaXeHHO ryaeno OT Myen v LMenen,
3apbIBaBLUMXCS B €0 MeABsHbINA KyapsiBbld CHer. U Bce Bpems, BriaxeHHO cKyyasi, no-gHEBHOMY, TO TaM, TO 34€eCb LioKan
TO OfMH, TO APYron COSIOBEMN.

Annes KoH4Yanacb BAanu BOpoTaMu Ha rymHo. Boanu Haneso, B yrny CafgoBoro Bana, YepHen enbHuk. Bosne
erbHKKa nectpenu cpeaun s6rnoHb ABe Aesku. MuTsi, Kak Bcerga, MOBEPHYN CO CPeauHbl anneyn Ha Hux, — Harnbasch,
MOLLEN CPeamn HU3KUX W PaCKMOUCTbIX BETBEN, XEHCTBEHHO KACABLUMXCA €ro nnua W NaxHyBLUMX W MedoM, M kak Byato
nuMoHoM. W, kak Bceraa, ogHa M3 AEBOK, pbhkasi, xyaas CoHbKa, NMWb TONMbKO 3aBMAENa ero, AMKO 3axoxoTana u
3aKpuyana.



— On, xo3smH ugeT! — 3aKpuyarna oHa C NPUTBOPHLIM UCMYrOM U, COCKOYMB C TONCTOrO CyKa rpyLUW, Ha KOTOPOM
OHa oTAbIxarna, KMHynack K nonare.

[pyras feska, [Maluka, caenana, HanNpoTuB, BKA, YTO COBCEM Ha 3ameyaeT MuTIo, 1, He cneLla, KPenko cTass Ha
KENE3HYI0 NonaTy HOry B MSATKOM YyHe M3 YepHOro BOWNOKA, 3a KOTOPYK Habunuch 6enble NenecTkn, SHEPrMYHO Bpe3as
nonary B 3eMIt0 1 NepeBopaymnBas OTpe3aHHbI NOMOTb, IPOMKO 3anena CubHbIM U MPUSTHBIM FONTIOCOM: «YX Tbl ca, Tl
MOW caf, ANs KOro X Tbl LBeTelwb!» 310 bbina feBka pocnas, MyXeCTBEHHas 1 BCeraa cepbesHas.

MwuTs nogowen u cen Ha Mecto COHbKM, Ha CTapbIn rPYLIEBLIN CYK, NexaBLUMin Ha paccoxe. CoHbKa ApKO rnsHyna
Ha Hero 1 rpOMKO, C IeNlaHHON Pa3BA3HOCTbIO U BECENOCTBIO crpocuna:

— Av Tonbko BcTanu? CmoTpute, Aena He npocnure!

MuTs HpaBuUrCa e, 1 OHa BCAYECKU CTapanacb CKpbITb 3TO, HO HE yMena, Aepxana cebs npu Hem HenoBko,
roBopurna 4to nonano, BCerga, O4HaKo, HaMeKas Ha YTO-TO, CMYTHO yrafblasi, YTO PacCesiHHOCTb, C KoTopoi MuTts
MOCTOSIHHO K Npuxoaun u yxogun, He npoctas. OHa nogo3pesana, 4to Mutsa xuset ¢ [Napallen unu, no KkpanHen mepe,
[OMOraeTcs 3T0ro, OHa PeBHOBArA M roBOpUIa C HUM TO HEXHO, TO Pe3Ko, MsAena To TOMHO, aBasi NOHATb CBOW YYBCTBa,
TO XONOAHO u BpaxaebHo. M Bce ato goctasnsano Mute ctpaHHoe yaoBonbCTaue. MincbMa He 6bino v He 6bino, OH Tenepb
He XU, a TOMbKO M30 [OHS Ha AeHb CyLLEeCTBOBaN B HEMPECTAHHOM OXugaHWW, Bce 6onee TOMSACH 3TUM OXWUAAHWEM U
HEBO3MOXHOCTBIO HU C KEM MOAENUTLCS TalHOW CBOEN N0BBK 1 MyKu, NOroBopuTh 0 Kate, 0 cBOMX Hagexaax Ha Kpbim, v
noTomy Hamekn COHbKM Ha Kakyto-To ero ntoboBb Bbinn eMy NPUATHBI: Befb BCE-TakW 9TW pa3roBopbl kak Obl kacanuchb Toro
COKPOBEHHOrO, YeM Tomunach ero gywa. BonHosano ero 1 10, 4to CoHbka BMtobneHa B HEro, a 3HayuT, otyacti bnnska
emy, 4To Aenano ee kak Obl TalnHOM COy4acTHULEN NIOBOBHON XWU3HW ero Ay, Aaxe AaBano NopoMn CTpaHHY Hagexay,
470 B COHbKE MOXHO HalTW He TO HanepCHULLY CBOMX YyBCTB, HE TO HEKOTOPYH 3ameHy KaTu.

Tenepb CoHbka, cama TOro He NoAo3peBas, OnsTb KOCHynach ero TaiHbl: «CMoTpute, gena He npocnute!» OH
nocmoTpen Bokpyr. CnnolwHas TeMHO-3efleHas Yalla enbHuKka, CTOsBLIAs Neped HUM, Kasanacb OT SPKOCTM AHS MOYTH
YepHon, 1 HebO CKBO3MNO B €€ OCTPbIX BepXyLikax 0COBEHHO BEnUKONenHom cuHeBon. Monogas 3eneHb nun, KIEHOB,
BSI30B, HACKBO3b CBETNAs OT COMHLA, BCIOAY MPOHWKABLUErO ee, COCTaBMsAna no BCEMy cafy Nerkuin pagocTHbIM HaBec,
cbinana necTpoTy TEHU U APKUX NATEH Ha TPaBY, HA AOPOXKM, HA NONSHbI; XapKuid U QyLIKUCTbIN UBeT, BenesLwnit nog aTum
HaBECOM, kasancs hapgopoBbIM, CUAM, CBETUNCS TaM, rae COMHLE TOXe NPOHMKano ero. Muts, npoTue Bomm ynbibasice,
cnpocun COHbKY:

— Kakoe xe feno s mory npocnatb? To-TO W rOpe, YTO Y MEHs U AeN-TO HUKAKUX HETY.

— Monuute yx, He Goxutecb, U Tak nosepto! — kpukHyna CoHbka B OTBET Beceno M rpybo, onstb CBOMM
HeJoBepueM K oTcyTCTBUIO Y MuTu N0BOBHBIX Jen A0CTaBnsAs eMy YOOBOMbCTBUE, U BAPYT ONATb 3aopasia, 0TMaxuBasich
OT pbbxero, ¢ 6enoi KypyaBoi LLepCTKO Ha By TeneHka, KOTOPbIA MEANEHHO BbILLEN U3 eflbHIKa, MOAOLLEN K Hell c3aam 1
cTan xesaTb 06OpKy ee CUTLEBOro NNaThs:

— Ax, omopok Tebs Bo3bMu! BoT elue cbiHouka Gor nocnan!

— [Npaspa, roBopsT, 3a Tebs cBatawTCA? — Cckasan MwTs, He 3Has, YTO cka3aTb, a Xenas NPOLOSKWTb
pa3roBop. — [0BopAT, ABOP BoraTbiil, Manblil KPACKBbINA, a Tbl OTKa3ana, oTLa He CRyLWaeLlbCs. .

— borat, ga gypkoBar, a B rofioBe paHo cMepkaetcst, — 60Mko otBeTMna COHbKa, HECKOMbKO NOMbLeHHas. — Y
MeHs, MOXeT, 06 apyrom 06 KoM ZyMKW UayT...

CepbesHas 1 Monyanueas [naluka, He npepbiBas paboThl, Nokavana rofioBou:

— YX 1 Hecelwsb Tbl, AeBKa, 1 ¢ [IOHy U ¢ MOpsi! — HErpoOMKO Ckasania oHa. — Tbl TYT BpelueLlb YTo nonano, a no
ceny cnasa nouger...

— Monuu, He kygaxtamn! — kpukHyna CoHbka. — ABOCb S He BOPOHa, ecTb 060poHa!

— A 0 KOM e 3T0 0 Apyrom y Tebs aymku ugyt? — cnpocun Muts.

— Tak n npusHanack! — ckasana CoHbka. — BOH B Baluero aeaa-nacrtyxa sntobunacb. YBuxy, Tak 4o N[t ropsyo!
7, He Xyxe Ballero, BCe Ha CTapblX NOWAAAX €3XKy, — Ckasana OHa BbI3blBalOLle, HaMekasi, O4eBWAHO, Ha
ABaguaTuneTHiol [Mapally, koTopas Ha [epeBHe cuMTanacb Yxe crapon geskoin. W, BHesanHO 6pocwB nonarty, €O
CMENOCTbI0, Ha KOTOPYHK OHa Kak ByAToO MMena HeKOTOpoe NpaBoO BCMEACTBME CBOEW TalHOW BMOBNEHHOCTM B Gapuyka,
Cena Ha 3emrio, BbITSHYNA W Crerka pasaBuHyna Horv B cTapblxX rpyBbix NoncanoXkax 1 B LUEPCTAHbIX MNErMX Yynkax u
6ecnoMOoLLHO YPOHMNA PYKK.

— Ox, Hu4ero He genana, a ymopunacb! — KpukHyna oHa, cmesicb. — Canorn Mou Xygple, — NPOH3UTENBHO
3anena oHa,

Canoru Mou xygble,
Hockwu nakosble,

1 ONATb 3aKpuyana, CMesichb:
— [NongemTe co MHOW B canall oTAbIXaTb, S Ha BCe cornacHas!



Cwmex a1oT 3apa3un Murio. LUupoko u Henosko ynbibasich, OH cockouun ¢ cyka W, nogonas k CoHbke, ner
MonoXwun ei ronosy Ha KorneHn. CoHbKa CKUHYNa ee, OH ONsATb NOMOXWI, ONSATb AyMas CTUXaMK, KOTOPbIX OH Ha4uUTancs 3a
rnocnegHue AHu:

Bwxy, posa, — cyactbs cuna
SApKui CBUTOK CBOM packpbina
W yBnaxuna pocon
HeoBbATHbIN, HENOHSATHBIN,
BnaroBoHHbIN, GnarogaTHbIif
Mwp nto6BuM nepeao MHo. ..

— He tpoxbTe MeHsi! — 3akpuyana COHbKa YKE C MCKPEHHUM WCMYroM, CTapasicb MOAHATb M OTOPOCUTL €ro
ronosy. — A TO TaK 3aKkpu4y, BCe BOSKM B Necy 3aBOOT! Y MeHs H14ero 4ns Bac HeTy, ropero, aa notyxso!

MuTs 3akpbin rmasa 1 monyan. ConHue, Apobsch yepes NUCTBY, BETBW W IPYLIEBbIN LBET, rOPSYUMU NATHAMM
necTpuro, Lwekotano ero nuuo. CoHbka HEXHO W 3M0 pBaHyna ero YepHble XeCTKMe BOMOChI, — «4UCTO y nowagu!y —
KPWUKHYNa OHa ¥ MpUKpbIna emy kapTy3oM rnasa. log 3aTbiikoM OH YyBCTBOBAs €e Horu, — camoe CTpallHoe B MWUpe,
KEHCKME HOMM! — Kacancs UM ee XWBOTa, Cribllan 3anax CUTLEBOM 0BKN N KOPTOYUKN, 1 BCE 3TO MELLANOCh C LBETYLMM
cagoMm u ¢ Kateit; TOMHOe LOKaHbe COMOBLEB BOanM W BOMM3M, HEMOMYHOE CNAAOCTPACTHO-APEMOTHOE XYXoKaHue
HECMETHbIX MYen, MeaBSHbIA TENMbIA BO34YX U AaXe NPOCTOE OLLYLEHWEe 3EMMW NOL4 CMUHOK MYYWIIO, TOMIUIIO Xaxgoun
KaKoro-To CBEPXYEI0BEYECKOro CHacTbs. M BAPYr B eflbHMKe YTO-TO 3allypLuasio, BECeso U 3rIopagHo 3axoxoTano, noTom
rynKO pa3aanoch: «Ky-Ky! Ky-Ky!» — 1 Tak XyTKO, Tak BbINyKro, Tak GNM3KO M Tak IBCTBEHHO, YTO CribILEH Obln Xpun
ApOXaHne OCTPOro A3blyka, a xenaHune Katu v xenaHune, TpeboBaHue, 4Tobbl OHa BO YTO Obl TO HM CTanNoO HEMeANeHHO
[iana UMEHHO 3TO CBepX4YenioBeYecKkoe cYacTbe, OXBATUMO Tak HEUCTOBO, YTO MuTs, K kpanHemy yausrneHuio COHbKY,
MOPbIBICTO BCKOYNI M BOMbLUMMM Liaramu 3aLuarasn npoyb.

BmecTe ¢ 3TUM HEMCTOBbIM XenaHueM, TpeboBaHWeM c4acTbs, NOA 3TOT MYNKWUiA rofoc, BHE3ANHO pasgaBLUNACS C
TaKOW CTPaLUHOW SBCTBEHHOCTLIO HAZ CaMOW €ro rofloBOM B €NbHUKE W kak OyaTo 40 AHA pa3BepaLwnii TOHO BCEro 3TOro
BECEHHEro Mupa, OH BApYr Boobpasun, YTo nucbma He byaeT 1 He MoxXeT BbITb, YTO B MOCKBE UTO-TO CRy4nnoCh WK BOT-
BOT CNYy4UTCS W 4TO OH norub, nponan!

XV

B ome OH Ha MUHYTY OCTaHOBMICA nepes 3epkanom B 3ane. «OHa npaBa, — NofgyMan oH, — rnasa y MeHst eCnm u
He BU3aHTWNCKWe, TO, BO BCAKOM Cryyae, cymaclefwme. A ata xypoba, rpybas n KoctnsBas HECKNagHOCTb, MpayHas
YronbHOCTb GpPOBeN, XecTkas YepHOTa BONOC, AEACTBUTENbHO NMOYTY NOLWAANHBIX, Kak ckasana CoHbka?»

Ho c3agw ero nocnbiwwancs bbICTpbI TONoT 60CbIX HOr. OH cMyTUICS, 0BepHyncs:

— BepHo, Bnobunucb, Bce B 3epkano CMOTPUTECH, — C JTACKOBOM LUYTNMBOCTbIO ckasana [lapalwa, npoberas
MWMO C KWMSLLMM CaMOBapPOM B pykax Ha BarkoH.

— Bac mama uckanu, — npubasuna oHa, C pasmaxy CTaBs caMoBap Ha ybpaHHbIi K Yar CTon W, 06epHYBLLKCD,
BbICTPO 1 30pKO B3rNsHyna Ha MuTio.

«Bce 3HatoT, BCe pgoragpisatotcaly — nogyman Muta v yepes cuny cnpocust:

— Arpge oHa?

— Y cebs B komMHaTe.

ConHue, oboras AoM 1 yxe nepexoas Ha 3anagHoe Hebo, 3epKkanbHO 3arnsabIBano Nog COCHbI U MUXTbI, CBOMMM
XBOWHbIMM BETBSMW OCeHsBLUMe BankoH. KycTbl 6epeckneTta noa HUMK 6nectenn Toxe COBCEM MO-NETHEMY, CTEKISHHO.
CTOn, NOKPLITBIA NErkon TEHbID W KOE-TAe KapkUMW NTHAMK CBETa, Cusn ckatepTbio. OCbl BUNKUCL Had KOP3WHOYKON C
BenbiM xnebom, Hag rpaHeHOM Ba3oW C BapeHbeM, Had yalkamu. VI BCcs 3Ta kapTWHA roBopuna O MPeKpacHOM
LEPEBEHCKOM ieTe U 0 TOM, Kak MOXHO Bb1no 6bl ObITb cyacTnmBbIM, 6€33a60THBIM. UTOObI NpeaynpeanTb BbIXOS MaMmbl,
KOTOpasi, KOHEYHO, HE MeHee ApYrnX NOHUMAET ero NomnoXeHue, 1 YToObl NOKa3aTh, YTO Y HETO BOBCE HET HUKAKMX TSHKKMX
TalH Ha pywe, MuTa nowen w3 3ana B KOPWUAOP, B KOTOPbIN BbIXOAWUM ABEPU €70 KOMHATbI, MaMUHOW W ABYX APYrvX, rae
netom xunu Aust n Kocts. B kopuaope 6b1no cympayHo, B komHaTe Onbri MeTpoBHbI CHEBATO. Best koMHaTa bbina TecHo
W YIOTHO 3arpoMoxaeHa Hambonee cTapuHHOW Mebenbto, MMeBLUENCS B OOMeE: WKUdOHbepKamMu, kKoMogamu, 6OmbLLOK
nocTenblo U BGOXHMLEN, nepen KOTOPOW, kak OObIKHOBEHHO, ropena namnaga, xota Onbra [leTpoBHA HWKOrga He
nposiBnsna 0cobon penurmo3HoCTU. 3a OTKPbITLIMWA OKHaMW, Ha 3anyLiEeHHOM LIBETHWKE Nepes BXOLOM B [MaBHYH anseo,
nexarna LWupokas TeHb, 3@ TEHbKO NPa3gHNYHO 3enieHen u Genen B ynop 0CBELLEHHbIN cag. He rnsas Ha BeCb 9TOT AaBHO
MNPUBbLIYHBIA BUA, OMYCTUB fMas3a B O4kax Ha BsdaHbe, Onbra MeTpoBHa, KpynHas U CyxoljaBasi, YepHas W cepbesHas
COpOKaneTHAS XEeHLUMHa, cugena y okHa B Kpecne 1 BbICTPO KOBbIPSa KPHOYKOM.



— Tbl cnpalwmBana MeHs, Mama? — ckasan MuTs, Bxoas U OCTaHaBNMBasACh y nopora.

— [la Het, 5 npocTo xoTena Tebs BuAeTb. S BeAb Tenepb MOYTW HUKOraa, kpome obepa, He By Tebs, —
oteeTuna Onbra eTpoBHa, He NpepbiBas paboTbl U kak-TO 0COBEHHO, HEe B MepPY CMOKOMHO.

MuTs BCNOMHWN, Kak AeBATOro MapTa Kata ckasana, YTo OHa novemy-To BouTcs ero Matepu, BCNOMHW TaltHoe
O4YapoBaTenbHOE 3amMeyaHue, KOTOPoe, HECOMHEHHO, bbino B ee crioBax... OH HenoBko NpobopmoTan:

— Ho TbI, MOXeT, xoTena 4Yto-Hnbyab ckasatb MHe?

— Huuero, kpome TOro, YTO MHE KaxeTcsl, 4TO Tbl YTO-TO 3ackyyan nocrnegHue [OHu, — ckasana Onbra
MeTpoBHa. — MoxeT, npoexarncs 6ol kyaa-Hubyab... k Mewwepckum, Hanpumep... MonoH oM HeBecT, — npubasuna oHa,
ynbibasicb, — 1 BOOBLLE, NO-MOEMY, O4EHb MIUMIas W pagyLUHas CeMbS.

— Kak-Hnbyab Ha OHAX C YAOBONBCTBUEM CHE3XKY, — C TPYAOM 0TBETMN Mutd. — Ho noigem yait nuTb, Tam Tak
XOPOLLO Ha 6ankoHe... TaM U NOroBOpUM, — CKasan OH, OTAIMYHO 3Has, YTO Mama, Mo CBOEMY MPOHMLATENIbHOMY YMY W MO
CBOEW caepaHHoCTH, He ByaeT Bonblue BO3BpaLLaTbCs K 3aTOMy 6ecrnonesHoMy pasroBopy.

Ha GankoHe OHW npocuaenu noyTn Oo 3akata. Mama nocne yas npogoskana Bs3aTb M rOBOPUTHL O COCeAsiX, O
xo3sictee, 06 AHe u Kocte, — y AHu onsatb nepedepxka B asrycte! Muta cnywan, nopow OTBeYar, HO BCE BpeMS
UCMbITbIBaN HEYTO NogobHOE TOMY, YTO OH WUCMbITbIBAN Nepes 0Tbe3noM 13 MoCKBbI, — YTO ONSATb OH Kak OyATO MbsiH OT
KaKOM-TO TXKOM BonesHu.

A Beyepom OH yaca ABa 6e30CTaHOBOYHO Liaran no AOMY B3aj W Bnepefd, HaCKBO3b MPOXOAA 3an, FOCTUHYIO,
AMBaHHY0 1 GUBNMOTEKY, BNMOTb 40 €€ KKHOTO OKHA, OTKPLITOrO B caf. B okHa 3ama v roCTMHOM MSATKO KpacHen Mex
BETBSMM COCEH W MUXT 3aKaT, Crblan1ch ronoca 1 cMex paboTHUKOB, COBMPABLUMXCS K YKUHY BO3ne NoACKon. B nponet
KOMHaT, B OKHO 61ubnunoTeku, rnsaena poBHas U becuBeTHast CMHEBA BeYepHero Heba ¢ HEeMmoaBWXKHOWM PO30BO 3BE340
Hag HeW; Ha 3TOW CMHEBE KapTMHHO pUCOBanach 3eneHas BepLuHa KneHa u BenusHa, kak Obl 3UMHSAS, BCEro TOro, YTo
LiBeno B cagy. A OH aran v warar, y»e COBCeM He 3aboTACk 0 TOM, kak BydeT 9T0 UCTONKOBaHO B Aome. 3ybbl ero Bbinu
CTUCHYTbI 40 60NN B rosnose.

Xvi

C 3TOro AHA OH NepecTtan CreauTb 3a BCeMI TEMU NEPEMEHAMM, YTO COBEPLUAIIO BOKPYT HErO HacTynarowee neTo.
OH BuZen u gaxe YyBCTBOBAN WX, 9T NMEPEMEHbI, HO OHW MOTEPSNN AN HET0 CBOK CaMOCTOSTENbHYK LIEHHOCTb, OH
Hacnaxgancs UMM TOMbKO MYYMTENbHO: YeM BbIno nyyile, TeM MyuyuTenbHee Bbino emy. KaTsd crana yke WCTUHHBIM
HaBaxxaeHueM; Kata Obina Tenepb BO BCEM U 3a BCEM YK€ 4O HEMENOCTH, a TaK Kak BCAKUM HOBbIA AEHb BCe CTpalLHee
NoATBepXaan, YTo OHa Ans Hero, Ans MuTK, yxe He CyLecTBYET, YTO OHa YXXe B YbEeN-TO YyXKOW BacTW, OTAAET KOMY-TO
Apyromy cebs v csoto nboBb, BCELeNo JOMKEHCTBYOWY NpuHaanexats emy, Mute, T0 1 Bce B MMpe CTaro KasaTtbCs
HEHYXXHbIM, MyYUTENbHBIM 1 TeM 60nee HEHYXHbIM U My4YUTENbHBIM, YeM Gonee OHO ObINo NPeKpacHo.

Mo HoYam OH noyT He cnasn. penectb 3TUX NYHHbIX HOYeW Obina HecpaBHEHHA. TWUXO-TUXO CTOSAN HOYHOW
MeYHbIN cag. OCTOPOXHO, M3HEMOras OT HErW, Nen HOYHbIE COMOBbY, COCTA3asCh ApYr C APYTrOM B CNagoCTH U TOHKOCTY
NeceH, B UX YMCTOTE, TLLATENbHOCTY, 3BYYHOCTU. W Tuxasi, HEXHas, COBCeM OneaHas nyHa HU3KO CTOsNa Hag CagoMm, W
HEW3MEHHO COMyTCTBOBaNa €l Menkas, HeckasaHHO npenectHas 3blbb ronybosatbix obnakoB. Muts cnan ¢
He3aHaBELLEHHbIMIU OKHAMW, 1 Cag v NyHa BCIO HOYb CMOTPeNu B HUX. W BCSIKMI pa3 Kak OH OTKPbIBan rnasa v B3rnsabisarn
Ha NyHY, OH TOTYaC €& MbICIIEHHO MPOM3HOCKN, Kak OAEPXMMBbIN: «KaTal» — 1 C Takum BOCTOProM, C Takon B01bio, YTO emy
CaMOMy CTaHOBWIIOCb AMKO: YeM, B CaMOM [ere, Morfia HanoMHUTL emy KaTio nyHa, a Befb HanoMHWa Xe, HanoMHuUIa
YeM-TO W, YTO BCEro YAMBUTENbHEE, AaXe YEM-TO 3pUTENbHbIM! A MOPOK OH MPOCTO HUYEro He BuAEn: xenaHue Katu,
BOCMOMWHAHNS O TOM, 4YTO ObINO Mexgy Humu B MockBe, OxBaTblBanM ero C TakOW CWMOW, YTO OH BECb Apoxar
NINXOpafoYHON APOXbIO U MONKA Bora — W, YBbI, BCErga HanpacHo! — yBuaeTh ee BMecTe ¢ CoBoit, BOT Ha 3TOi NOCTENM,
X0Tb BO CHe. OgHaxabl 3Moit OH Obin ¢ Heit B bonbliom Teatpe Ha «®aycte» ¢ CobuHosbiM 1 WananuHbiv. Moyemy-To B
9TOT BeYep BCe Ka3anocb emy OCOBEHHO BOCXUTUTENbHBIM: W CBETNasi, Ye 3HOWHas M Oylwuctas OT MHOroMACcTBa
Oe3gHa, 3usBLIas Nog HUMM, W KpacHO-6apxaTHble, C 30M0TOM, 3TaXM NOX, NEPENONHEHHbIE BNECTAWMMM Hapsgamm, 1
KEMYYKHOE CUsHUE Haf 9TOM Be3HON TMraHTCKOM MIOCTPbI, U NbIOMECS [aneko BHW3Y MO4 MaxaHbe Kanenbmeictepa
3BYKM YBEPTIOPbI, TO rpemsime, AbsSBOMbCKME, TO BECKOHEYHO HEXHble U rpycTHble: «Xun, 6bin B ®yne pobpbin
Koporb...» [poBOAMB MOCRe 3TOr0 CrekTakns, No KpenkoMmy Mopo3dy NyHHoW Houu, Katio Ha Kucnosky, Muts ocobeHHo
NO34HO 3acuaencs y Hee, 0COBEHHO M3HEMOT OT MOLEeNyeB W YHeC ¢ CoBOM LLENKOBYO NEHTY, kKoTopoi KaTsa 3aBs3biBana
cebe Ha Houb Kocy. Tenepb, B 9T MyYUTENbHbIE MaWCKME HOYM, OH JOWEN A0 TOro, YTO He Mor AymaTb 6e3 cogporaHus
Aaxe 06 3TON NeHTe, NeXxaBLUen B €ro NMCbMEHHOM CTONe.

A OHem OH cnam, NMOTOM ye3xan BepxoM B TO ceno, rae Obina XenesHoLOPOXHas CTaHuMs W nouta. [Hu
npogomkanu cToatb noroxue. [lepenagann goxau, npoberanu rpo3bl U NMBHU, W OMATb CUSNO KApKoe COJHUE,
HenpecTaHHO TBOPMBLUEE CBOK CneLHyt paboTy B cagax, nonsx u necax. Cag oTueran, ockinancs, HO 3aTo NPoAomMKan
OyNHO rycTeTb U TEMHETb. Jleca TOHYNM yXe B HECMETHbIX LiBeTax, B BbICOKMX TpaBax, W 3By4Hasi rnybuHa ux HEMOMYHO



3Bana B CBOWM 3eMneHble Heapa COMOBbAMM M KyKyLIKamu. YXe ucyesna Harota nonem — WX ChiolWwb NOKPbIIN
pa3Hoobpa3sHo BoraTble BcxoAdb! xniebos. M Muts no Lenbim AHAM nponagan B 3TUX lecax 1 Nonsix.

CrvLKOM CTbIAHO CTano emy TopyaTb kKaxgoe yTpo Ha 6ankoHe unu cpefn Asopa B BecnnogHoM OXugaHum
npuesaa ¢ nouTbl CTapocTbl U paboTHuka. [la u He Bceraa Gbino Bpems y CTapocTbl U Y paboTHUKOB €3AMTb 3@ BOCEMb
BEPCT 3a MycTakamu. M BOT OH cTan e3auTb Ha noyty caMm. Ho 1 cam OH Heu3MeHHO BO3BpaLLancs AOMOW C OAHUM
HOMepOM OpOBCKOM ra3eTbl Mnu nucbMom Anu, Koctn. U Myku ero ctanm gocturath yxe kpanHero npegena. Mons u neca,
Mo KOTOPbIM €xan OH, TaK MoJaBsANN ero CBOEN KpacoTOW, CBOUM CYaCTbeM, YTO OH CTafl YyBCTBOBATb [Ae-TO B rpyau
Borb aaxe TENECHYH0.

Pas, nepen BevepoM, OH exan ¢ noyTbl Yepes NyCTy coceackyto ycaapby, CTOSBLUYK B CTapoOM napke, KOTOPbIN
CnmBancs C okpyxasLuum ero 6epe3oBbIM niecoM. OH exan no TabernbHOMY MPOCNEKTY, Kak HasbiBanu MYXUKU raBHYIO
anner aton ycaabbbl. Ee cocTaBnsmm gBa psiga OrpOMHbIX YepHbIX enen. BenukonenHo-mpayHas, LWwupokas, BCS
MOKpbITas TOMCTbIM CMOEM PbDKEN CKOMb3KOM XBOW, OHA Benla K CTapuHHOMY [OMYy, CTOSBLUEMy B CaMOM KOHLUe ee
kopugopa. KpacHbli, Cyxoi M CMOKOMHbLIN CBET COMHLA, OMyCKaBLUErocs cnesa 3a MapkoM W IECOM, HAUCKOCb 03apss
Mexay CTBOMaMM HW3 3TOr0 kopuaopa, briecten no ero XBOMHOW 30M0TUCTON HacTUAKe. W Takas 3avapoBaHHAs TULLMHA
Lapuna Kpyrom, — TOMbKO OHU COJSIOBbM rpeMeniv U3 KOHLA B KOHEL, napka, — TaK CragKko naxsio 1 ensiMm 1 XacMUHOM,
KyCTbl KOTOPOrO OTOBCIOZY 0BCTYNanm oM, 1 Takoe BENMKOe — Ybe-TO YyXKOe, JaBHee cyacTbe NoYyBCTBOBaNock Mute Bo
BCEM 3TOM U TaK CTPaLUHO SBCTBEHHO BAPYr NPEACTaBMach My Ha OrpOMHOM BETXOM BankoHe, cpeay KyCTOB XacMuHa,
Kata B 0Bpase ero Morofon xeHbl, YTO OH CaM OLLYTWS, Kak cMepTenbHas GreaHocTb CTArMBaeT ero nuuo, W TBepao
ckasan BCRyX, Ha BCO anneto:

— Ecnu yepes Hegento nucbMa He bydeT, — 3acTpentocs!

Xvil

Ha gpyroi feHb OH BCTan o4eHb no3gHo. Nocne obeaa oH cugen Ha 6ankoHe, Aepkan Ha KONeHsX KHUry, rmsaen
Ha CTpaHWLibl, NOKPbITbIE NeYaTbto, U TyMno AyMan: «ExaTtb unu HeT Ha nouTy?»

Bbino xapko, benble 6aboykn napamu BUIUCH ApYr 3a APYrOM Haf ropsyer TpaBow, Haf CTEKNSHHO 6ecTeBLIMM
Bepecknetom. OH cnegun 3a 6aboykamn u onaTb cnpawwsan cebs: «ExaTb unm pasom obopsaTb 3TU NOCTbIAHbIE
noesakn?»

W3-noa ropel, B BOpOTax, Nokasasncs BepXoM Ha xepebue crapocta. Ctapocta nocmoTpen Ha 6ankoH v noexan
NpsIMO Ha Hero. MNogbexas, OH OCTAHOBWN NoLaab U Ckasan:

— [lobporo yTpa! Bce untaete?

W yemexHyncs, ornsHyncs Kpyrom.

— Mamalua cnsaT? — Cnpocui OH HErPOMKO.

— [lymato, yto cnut, — otBeTun Muta. — A 4to?

CrapocTta nomonyan v Bapyr CepbesHo ckasan:

— YT0 X, Bapuyk, KHUKKA XOpoLla, Aa Ha BCE BPEMS HAdO0 3HaTb. YTO X Bbl MOHAXOM-TO xuBeTe? Al Mano 6ab,
AeBOK?

MwuTs He 0TO3BanCs M ONYCTUN Fasa Ha KHUY.

— Tbl rge 6bIN? — CNPOCKN OH, He rAas.

— Bbin Ha noyte, — ckasan ctapocta. — WM, KOHEYHO, MMCEM HUKAKMX Tam HETY, KPOME OAHOM raseTku.

— [Moyemy xe «KOHEYHO»?

— [MoToMmy, YTO, 3HAYMT, eLye NULLYT, He JOonuCcanu, — OTBETUN cTapocTa rpybo M HaCMELLNMBO, OBWKEHHbIN TEM,
yto MuTa He nopaepxan ero pasroopa. — [loxanyinTe nony4nTb, — Ckasan OH, NpoTsrvBass Mute rasetky, 1, TPOHYB
nowaab, noexan npoyb.

«3acTpeniocb!y — nogyman MuTts TBepao, rmsas B KHUTY U HUYETO He BUAS.

Xvill

MuTS 1 cam He MOT He MOHUMaTb, YTO HENb3s U BOOOpa3nTb cebe HUYero Gornee AMKOro, Kak 3T0: 3aCTPEenuThCs,
pa3gpobuts cebe yepen, cpady obopeaTb GreHWe KPEMKOro MONMoLoro cepaua, 0bopeaTtb MbICIb WU YyBCTBO, OIMOXHYTb,
OCMENHYTb, UCYE3HYTb M3 TOTO HECKA3aHHO MPEKPacHOro Mupa, KOTOPbIN TOMbKO Tenepb BnepBble BECH OTKPLINCS Nepen
HUM, MTHOBEHHO M HaBEKM NULIKNTLCA BCAKOTO y4acTusi B TOW CaMoii xu3HW, rae KaTs u HacTynatowlee neto, rae He6o,
obnaka, comnHue, Tennblit BeTEP, xneba B nonsx, cena, AepeBHU, AEBKW, Mama, ycaabba, AHs, KocTs, CTUXM B CTapbIX
XypHanax, a rge-to Tam — CeBacrtononb, baiigapckve BopoTa, CUPEHEBbIE 3HOMHbIE FOpbl B COCHOBBIX 1 BYKOBbLIX Nnecax,
ocnenuTenbHo-6enoe, AyLHoe wocce, caabl Jiuaguu 1 Anynku, packaneHHbIN Necok y CUSIOLLEro Mopsi, 3aropernble AeTH,



3aropenble Kynanblynupl — 1 onatb Kats, B 6enom nnatbe, noa 6enbiM 30HTUKOM, CUAALLAN Ha ranbke Y caMblX BOJSH,
cnensmx cBouM 61eckom, Bbi3bIBAKOLMX HEBOMBHYHO YribIOKY 6eCPUYNHHOIO CHACTbS. ..

OH 3T0 NoHMMan, Ho YTo e 6bIno aenatb? Kak u Kyga BblpBaTbCS U3 TOTO 3aKONA0BAHHOIO Kpyra, rae bbino Tem
My4YnTENbHEE, TEM HECTEPNUMEE, YeM BbIno nyyiie? IMEHHO 3T0-TO 1 BbINO HEMOCUBHO — TO CamMoe CYaCTbe, KOTOPbIM
NoAaBnan ero MUP U KOTOPOMY HeOCTaBarno Yero-To Camoro HYXHOrO.

BoT oH npocbinancs yTpom, M nepeoe, YTO YAapsno emy B rmasa, Obino pagocTHOE COMHUE, NepBoe, YTO OH
cnblwan, 6bin pagoCTHLIN, 3HAKOMBIN C AETCTBA TPE3BOH AEPEBEHCKON LIEPKBUM — TaM, 38 POCUCTbIM, MOMHLIM TEHM K
Brecka, NTUL, 1 LBETOB CafoM; PagoCTHbI, MUbl ObInn faxe XenTeHbkue 060u Ha CTEHAX, BCE Te Xe, YTO XKENTENU 1 B ero
petcTBe. Ho ToTyac xe, BOCTOPrOM M YxacoMm, BClO Aywly npoHsana mbicnb: Kata! YTpeHHee conmHue 6nuctano ee
MOSIOQOCTbI0, CBEXECTb cada Obina ee CBEXECTbl, BCe TO BECENOE, UrPUBOE, YTO ObIN0 B TPE3BOHE KOMOKOMOB, TOXE
urpano KpacoTon, u3sLecTBoM ee obpasa, AefoBckue obom Tpebosanu, 4Tobel oHa pasgenuna ¢ Muteit BClo Ty pOaHYHo
LEPEBEHCKYI0 CTApUHY, TY XMW3Hb, B KOTOPOM XU 1 yMUpanu 34ecb, B 3ToN ycaasbe, B 3TOM AOMe, €ro OTUbl U aeabl. U
Mwuts oTbpacbiBan npoyb 0AEAN0, BCKakMBan ¢ NOCTENM B OAHOM pyballke, C packpbITbIM BOPOTOM, AIMHHOHOMAN, XyAO0N,
HO BCE X€ Kpemnkuii, MOMOAOW, Tenmblil CO CHa, ObICTPO BbiABUran SAWMK MUCbMEHHOTO CTOMa, XBaTan 3aBETHYH
choTorpacmyeckyto KapTouKy 1 Bniagan B CTONBHSK, XagHO 1 BOMPOCUTENbHO MSAs Ha Hee. Bcs npenectb, BCs rpaums,
BCE TO HEM3BLSACHMMOE, CUSIOLLEE W 30BYLUEE, YTO €CTb B AEBUYLEM, B KEHCKOM, BCE ObINO B 3TOM HEMHOIO 3MEVHO
rofioBKe, B €e Npuyecke, B €e YyTb BbI3bIBAKOLLEM W BMECTE C TEM HEBUHHOM B3ope! Ho 3arafjoyHo W € HECOKPYLWIMMBIM
BecesnbiM 6e3MonBMEM CUsin 3TOT B30p — U rAe Obino B3ATb CUM MEPEHECT ero, Takol BrM3KMA U Takon Aanekun, a
TENEPb, MOXET BbITb, AaXe 1 HABEKW YYXOW, OTKPbIBLUMIA Takoe HECKA3aHHOE CHACTbE XMTb M Tak BECCTbIAHO W CTPALLHO
oBmaHyBLINA?

B TOT Beyep, Koraa OH exan ¢ noyTbl Yepes LlaxoBckoe, Yepes 3Ty CTapuHHY0 NyCTYo ycaabby ¢ YepHOW enoBon
anneei, OH O4YeHb TOYHO BbIPA3UN CBOMM HEOXWAAHHbIM Jaxe Ang camoro cebs BOCKNMLAHMEM TO KpamHee
W3HEMOXeHWe, KOTOPoro oH gocTur. CTos Nog OKHOM NOYThI, NS4S C ceafia, kak noyTapb HanpacHoO POETCs B Kyye raseT u
NMCEM, OH yCribIxan c3aam cebs WyM NOAXOASLLErO K CTaHLMM Noe3aa, W 3TOT LUYM W 3anax napoBO3HOrO AbiMa NOTPSC €ro
cyacTbeM BOCMOMUHaHWA 0 Kypckom Bok3are u Boobuie o Mockse. Eqyuu no ceny ¢ noyThbl, B KaXOoW uayLein Bnepeau
AeBke HebonbLIOro pocTa, B ABMKEHUM ee Bedep OH C MCnyrom NoBWN YTO-TO KatuHO. B none OH BCTPETUN YblO-TO
TPOWKY, — B TapaHTace, KOTOpbIi LWNOKO HECna OHa, MEeNbKHYNM ABe LUMSMKW, O4HA AEBMYbS, W OH YyTb HE BCKPUKHYM:
«KaTs!» bernble UBeTbl Ha MeXe MrHOBEHHO CBA3bIBASINCH C MbICIbO 0 €€ Benblx nepyaTkax, CUHUE MEeABEXbU YLLIKN — C
LUBETOM ee Byanu... A Korga OH, Mpu 3axoasiiem CcofHue, Bbesxan B Laxosckoe, cyxon W cnagkwii 3anax eneun u
POCKOLUHbI/ 3anax XacMuHa Aanu eMy Takoe OCTPOe YyBCTBO fleTa U YbeN-TO CTAPUHHOW NETHEN XWU3HW B 3TOW Boraton 1
npekpacHon ycagbbe, 4To, B3rMSIHYB Ha KPaCHO-30510TOM BEYEPHU CBET B annee, Ha [OM, CTOSBLUMIA B ee rnybuHe, B
BEYEPEIOLLEN TEHM, OH BAPYr yBuaen KaTio, CXOAMBLLYIO, BO BCEM PACLBETE XEHCKOW NpenecTu, ¢ 6ankoHa B cad, NouTy
COBEPLUEHHO TaK e SBCTBEHHO, Kak BUAEN AOM U XaCMUH. Y)xe JaBHO YTEPs OH XU3HEHHOE NPeACTaBMeHNe O HER, U yxe
SIBNSNacb OHAa €My C KaxabiIM AHEM BCe HeobbluHee, Bce npeobpaxeHHee, — B 3TOT Xe Beyep ee npeobpaxeHue
[OCTUIMO TaKoW CUMbl, TakoW TOpXecTBYyLoLen nobegHocTun, uto Muts yxacHyncs ewe bonee, 4em B TOT NONAEHb, koraa
BHE3arHo 3aKykoBasa Haj HUM KyKyLUKa.

XIX

W oH nepecTan e3auTb Ha MouyTy, 3acTaBun cebst 0bopBaTb 3TV MOE3AKM OTYASHHBIM, KPAHUM YCUIIMEM BOS.
Mepectan u cam nucatb. Beab Bce yxe Obino ncnpoboBaHO, BCE HAMMCAHO: 1 HEMCTOBLIE YBEPEHUSI B CBOEN NobBM,
TaKOW, Kakoi eLLe He BblBaro Ha 3emne, 1 yHU3uUTeNbHbIe MOnbObI 0 ee NOBM UK XoTs bl 0 «apyxber, u beccoBecTHbIe
BbIZYMKM, YTO OH GONEH, YTO OH MULLET, NEXa B MOCTENU, — C LENbH BbI3BaTb Kk cebe XOTb XanocTb, XOTb Kakoe-Hubyab
BHUMaHWe, — W JaXe Yrpoxartolme HamMekn Ha TO, YTO eMy OCTaHeTCs, KaxeTcs, 0gHo: u3basutb KaTtio 1 ceoux «bonee
CYaCTNMBbIX COMEPHWKOBY OT CBOEro MpUCYTCTBUS Ha 3emne. W, nepectaB nucaTb 1 AOMOraThCsl OTBETA, BCEMU CUnamu
3acTtaBnss cebs He xoaTb HUYEro (a BCe-Taku BTalHe HagesiCb, YTO MMCbMO NMPUAET UMEHHO TOrAa, Korga unn obMaHellb
cyabby, 04YEHb XOPOLLO MPUKMHYBLUMCb PABHOAYLIHBIM, UK KOTAa B CamMoM fdene AobbelbCs paBHOAYLLMS), BCSYECKM
cTapasicb He aymaTb 0 KaTe, BCAYECKM WLja CnaceHns OT Hee, OH ONSTb CTan YnuTaTh YTO MOA PYKY NonageTcs, e3anTb co
CTapOCTOM MO XO3SMCTBEHHbIM [efiaM B COCEAHME cena 1 BHyTpeHHe 6e3 yctanoctu TBepanTb cebe; «Bce paBHO, NyCTb
Bypet uto byaet!»

A BOT opHaxabl BO3BpALLanMCb OHKM CO CTAPOCTON C XyTopa, exanu Ha BeryHkax W, kak Bcerga, wmbko. Oba
CUAEnM BEPXOM, CTapocTa Bnepean, — OH npasun, — a Mutsa c3agu, u oba nogckakvmeanu OT TONYKOB, 0CO6EHHO MuTs,
KOTOPbIA KPEMKO Jepxancs 3a noayLky 1 rmsgen TO B KPacHbI 3aTbiOK CTapOCTbl, TO HA MpbiratoLye nepes rnasamu
nons. Mogbesxas K 4oMy, CTapocTa OMyCTUN BOXKW, NOEXar LWarom, CTan BepTeTb LurapKy 1, yXMbISSiCb B pa3BepHYTbIN
KuceT, ckasarn:



— Bort Bbl Torga, 6apuyk, obuaenucs Ha MeHsi, a noHanpacHy. Passe s He npasay Bam rosopun? KHuxka xopolua,
OTYEro W He NoYnTaTh Ha rynsiHkax, Aa Bedb OHa He YWAET, Ha BCe BpeMs Hao 3HaTb.

MwuTS BCMIbIXHYN W HEOXMAAHHO ANst camoro cebst OTBETUN C NPUTBOPHON MPOCTOTOM W HEMOBKOW YCMELLIKON:

— [la HUKOTO YTO-TO HETY Ha NpUMETE...

— Kak Tak? — ckasan crapocta. — Ckonbko 6a6, aesok!

— [1eBKu TOMbKO MaHAT, — 0TBETUN MunTS, CTapasicb roBOpUTL B TOH CTapocTe. — Ha AeBOK Hagexaa nnoxas.

— He maHsT, a 0bpalleHbs Bbl He 3HaETe, — Ckasas CTapocTa YKe HacTaBUTeNbHO. — M onsiTh e cKynutech. A
cyxas foxka poT geper.

— Hwyero 6bl 9 He cTan ckynuTbes, Byab Aeno nyTHOe 1 BepHOe, — 0TBeTMN BAPYr MuTs BeccTbigHO.

— A He cTaHeTe, Bce 1 ByaeT B NyylweM Buae, — ckasan CTapocTa, 3akypueas, W nNpogosnkan Kak 6bl HECKOMbKO
06MKeHHO: — MHe He LEnKOBbIA, HEe NOAAPOK Ball AOPOr, @ MHE XOYETCS YAOBOMbCTBME BaM chenatb. [NsHy, rnsHy:
ckyyaet 6apuyk! Het, gymato, aToro fena Henb3s Tak 0CTaBuTb. S CBOMX rocnof 3aBcerga 6epy B pacyet. A BOT y Bac
BTOPOW Of XMBY, a HM OT Bac, HW OT BapbiHK, cnasa Bory, NIOXoro crioBa He crbixan. [pyrim, K npumepy, uto bapckas
ckoTuHa? CbiTa — XOPOLWO, HET — YePT C Hel. A y MeHs Toro HeT. MHe ckoTuHa gopoxe Bcero. S 1 pebsitam roBopio; MHe
Kak xo4yeTe, a YToObl Y MEHs! CKOTWHA CbiTa Gbina!

MuTs yxe cTan gymaTtb, YTO CTapocTa BbINMBLLM, HO CTapocTa BApyr Gpocun obukeHHO-3aayLWEBHLIN TOH U
ckasan, BONpOCUTENbHO B3rNsHyB Ha MuTio Yepes nnevo:

— [la BOT Yero ny4we AneHka? babeHka saoBuTas, MONOLEHbKAs, MyX Ha LUaxTaX... TONbKO U €N, KOHEYHO, Hado
Kakon-HMOYOb NYCTSK CyHyTb. Hy, UCTpaTuTe, CKaXeM, Ha BCe Npo BCE NATEpKy. LIenkoBbIn, CKaXeM, el Ha yroLleHbe, 4Ba
— Ha pyku. Hy, MHe Ha TabauuLLKO CKOMbKO-HWOYab. ..

— 3a 3TUM [erno He cTaHeT, — oTBETUN MuTs, onsaTb NPOTHB BOU. — TOMbKO NP0 Kakyto ANEHKy Tbl FOBOPULLb?

— [MoHATHO, NPO NeCHWKOBY, — ckasan cTapocta. — [la ail Bbl ee He 3HaeTe? HeBecTka HOBOrO necHuka. Bl ee,
AYMaeTCs, B NPOLUIOe BOCKPECEHbE B LEPKBM BUAENN... A Torga npsiMo e nogyman: BoT Bbl Hawemy 6apyyky B cambli
pa3! Bcero BTOpOit rog 3amyxem, XO4uT YACTO...

— Hy n ut0 e, — otBeTUn MuTs, ycmexasch, — Hy BOT U1 YCTPOW.

— Torpa 9, 3HaunT, 6yay cTapaTbes, — Ckasan ctapocTa, 6epsach 3a BOXOKW. — £, 3HAYUT, HA AHSX NOMbITAK) ee.
A Bbl 11 Camu NoKa He apemuTe. 3aBTpa OHa Y HaC C AeBKaMu Ban B cagy onpasnsTb 6yaeT, BOT Bbl M npuxoauTe B cad... A
KHW)XKa 9Ta HUKOrda He ynaeT, aBoch elle B MockBe HaunTaeTecs. ..

W TpoHyn nowwaab, 1 APOXKK ONSATb 3aTPACHMCH 1 3anpbirani, MuTs Kpenko aepxarncs 3a nogyLuKy W, cTapasich He
MAOeTb Ha KpacHyt TOMCTYK LWek CTapocTbl, CMOTPen BAanb, Yepe3 [epeBbs CBOEro caga W NO3WHbI LEPEBHW,
NexaBLUEN Ha ckaTe K peke, K PeYHbIM nyram. YTo-To AMKO HEOXUOAHHOE, HEMemnoe 1 BMECTe C TeM Takoe, OTYero no
BCEMY Teny Npoxoauno 3Hobsiluee ToMneHue, BbiNo yxe HanonoBuHy caenaHo. M yxe kak-To NO-MHOMY, YeM npexae,
TOpYana nepea H1UM 13-3a BEPLUMH cada v brnectena KpecToM B NpeaBeYepHEM COMHLE C AETCTBA 3HAKOMas KOMOKOSIbHSI.

XX

[esku 3a xypoby 3samu MuTio GopabiM, OH Obin M3 TOW Nopodbl Mogen C YepHbIMU, Kak Obl MOCTOSIHHO
PaCLMPEHHbIMI TMasamu, Y KOTOPbIX MOYTU He pacTyT Jaxe B 3perble rodbl HU yCbl, HU Bopoda, — KypyaBUTCS TOMbKO
HeYTo pegkoe u xectkoe. OgHaKo Ha Apyror AeHb Nocne pasroBopa Co CTapoCTOM OH C yTpa NoGpuUncs 1 Hagen XenTyo
LesIKoBY pybaLuKy, CTPaHHO 1 KpaclBO OCBETMBLLYIO €70 U3MOXAEHHOE M Kak Obl BAOXHOBEHHOE IULLO.

B oguHHaguaToM Yacy OH MeffIeHHO, cTapasch Npugatb cebe HEMHOMO CKyyatoLLmMin, OT HeYero Aenatb rynsoLum
BMA, NoLLen B cag.

BbliLen oH ¢ rnaBHOro KpbinbLa, obpalleHHoro Ha cesep. Ha ceBepe, Haf Kpblluamy KapeTHOro capast U CKOTHOrO
[BOpa ¥ Haj TOW YacCTbl Ccaja, W3-3a KOTOPOW BCEraa rnsgena KOMoKOMbHS, cTosna acnuaHas myTb. [la u Bce 6bino
TYCKI0, B BO34yXe Napuno v naxno u3 Tpydbl ntoackon. MuTs noBepHyn 3a 4OM W HanNpaBuiCcs K NUNOBOK anrnee, rmsas Ha
BEPLUMHBI caja W Ha Hebo. 3-nog HeonpeaeneHHbIX Tyd, 3aX0AsLMX 3a CafoM, C Kro-BOCTOKa, Ayno cnabbiM ropsymm
BETPOM. [1TULbI HE Nenu, faxe conoBbu Monyanu. OfHU NYenbl BO MHOXeCTBE 6e33BY4YHO HECTINCH Yepes cad Co B3ATKM.

[eBku, nonpasnss Ban, pabotanu onsTb BO3Me eflbHWKA, 3aAenbiBanu B Bany NPOTONTaHHLIE CKOTUHOW Nasbl,
3aBanuBanu ux 3emnei 1 napHbIM, NPUSTHO-BOHIOYMM HABO30M, KOTOPLIA PabOTHWKM OT BPEMEHU O BPEMEHW NMOABO3NM
CO CKOTHOrO [BOpa Yepes3 annet, — annes Bcs bbina ycesiHa BnaxHbIMKU W BriecTawmmMm WmoTtamu. [1eBok Bbino WTykK
wecTtb. COHbKM yke He ObINo, — ee Taku npoceaTanu, U TENepb OHa Cuaena AoMma, Koe-4yto rotoBs K ceadbbe. bbino
HECKONMbKO COBCEM ElLLEe XWAEHBbKUX OEBYOHOK, Obina Tonctas, MunosuaHas AHtoTka, Obina nalka, cTaslwas kak Byarto
elle cyposee W MyxecTBeHHee, — 1 AneHka. N Muta cpasy yBuaen ee cpeaw AepeBbes, Cpasy MOHSS, YTO 3TO OHA, XOTS
Npexae HUKOr4a He Buaan ee, u ero, kak MOSTHWS, MOPasWo HEXAAHHO U PE3KO yaapuBLLee eMmy B rnasa 4to-To obuiee,
yto ObINO, — MNM TOMbKO Movyaunocb emy, — B AneHke ¢ Katen. 310 6bINO Tak yAMBMTENbHO, YTO OH Aaxe
NPUOCTAHOBUIICS, HA MUT 0TOpONeS. MOTOM peLUMTENbHO NOLLEN NPSMO Ha Hee, He Cryckas C Hee rnas.



OHa Oblna TOXe HeBenwka, NoABWXKHA. HecmoTps Ha TO, YTO OHA Mpuwna Ha rpsasHylo paboTy, oHa Obina B
XOPOLLEeHbKO (Benon ¢ KpacHbIMU KpanuHKamu) CUTLEBOW KOpTe, MOANOSCAHHOW YEpHbIM NaKMPOBaHHLIM MOSICOM, B
TaKoW e tobke, B pO30BOM NNATOYKE, B KPACHbIX LIEPCTAHBIX YynKax 1 B YEPHBIX MSATKUX YyHSIX, B KOTOPbIX (MNW, BEPHEe,
BO BCEWl €€ ManeHbKo Nnerkon Hore) bbino onsTb-Taku YT0-T0 KaTuHO, TO eCTb XEHCKOE, CMELLAHHOE C YeM-TO AeTckuM. U
ronioBka y Hee bbina HeBenuka 1 TEMHbIE rnasa CTOSMM M CUANK MOYTKM Tak e, kak y Katn. Korga Muts nogxoaun, oHa
opHa He paboTana, Kak bbl YyBCTBYS CBOK HEKYHD OCOBEHHOCTb Cpeam NpoYKX, CTosMNa Ha Basy, NOCTaBMB NPaByto HOTY Ha
BUNbl U pasroBapuBas co crapocton. CrapocTta, 06rmokoTsck, nexan nog s6noHei Ha CBOEM NUOKaKe C PBAHOW
noaknagko u kypun. MuTs nogoLlen — OH BEXMBO NOABUHYNCS Ha TpaBy, AaBasi eMy MECTO Ha Nuxake.

— Cagurecb, Mutpui Manbiy, 3akypsinTe, — ckasan OH APYXECKU 1 HeOPEXHO.

MwuTs 6erno, MCNoATULLIKA rMSHYN Ha ANEHKY, — 04Y€Hb XOPOLLIO OCBELLAaN ee NMLOo ee PO30BOI NiaTouek, — Cen U,
OMyCTWB rnasa, CTan 3akypusaTth (OH MHOMO pa3 3a 3uMy M BECHY bpocan KypuTb, TENepb ONsiTb 3aKypun). AneHka gaxe He
MOKIOHUNacb emy, kak 6yaro u He 3ametuna ero. Ctapocta NpoAoIKan roBopuTb €l YTo-To, Yero MuTsa He noHuman, He
3Hast Havyana pasroBopa. OHa cmesnach, HO Kak-TO Tak, TOYHO HM YM, HU CEpALEe ee He yyacTBOBanu B 3TOM cMexe. B
KaKOyto CBOK (hpasy cTapocTa NpeHebpexuTenbHO M HaCMELLNNBO BCTaBnsAn noxabHble Hamekn. OHa oTBevana emy
NEerko W TOXe HaCMELNBO, AaBasi MOHSATb, YTO OH B KAaKMX-TO CBOWX HAaMEPEHUsIX Ha KOro-To Ben cebs rmyno, Yepecyyp
Haxpanom, a BMECTE C TEM U TPYCNNBO, HOSACH KeHbI.

—Hy, pa 1ebs He nepebpeluewb, — Cka3an HakoHel, CTapocTa, npekpawas cnop, 6yato Obl BBUAY €ro
HagoeBLLen 6ecnonesHocTn. — Tbl Nyylue uan nocuam ¢ Hamu. bapuH Tebe xouyT CNoBO ckasaTb.

AneHka noeena rnasom Kyaa-to B CTOPOHY, NOAOTKHYMa Ha BMCOYKAX TEMHbIE KOMEYKM BOMOC M He ABUHYNach C
MecTa.

— Waw, rosopto, aypa! — ckasan crapocTa.

W/, nopymaB MrHoBeHbe, AneHka BApYr Nerko cockouuna ¢ Bana, nogbexana u Ha KOpTOYkax npucena B ABYX
Larax OT nexa.LUero Ha numkake Mutu, Beceno u mobonbITHO CMOTPS B NULO eMy TEMHbIMU PaCLUMPEHHBIMM rasamm.
lMoTOM 3acmesnack 1 cnpocuna:

— A npaBga Bbl, bapuyk, ¢ 6abamu He xuBeTe? Kak AbS4OK Kakon?

— A Tbl NOYEM 3HAELLb, 4YTO HE XWUBYT? — CNPOCKN CTapocTa.

— [la yx 3Hat, — ckasana AneHka. — Cnblwana. Het, oHn He MOXyT. Y Hux B Mockee ecTb, — BAPYr 3aurpas
rnasamu, ckasana oHa.

— [Moaxomswmx Ans HUX HEeTY, BOT WU HE XMBYT, — OTBETUN CTapocTa. — MHOro Tbl NOHMMaELLb B UX aene!

— Kak HeTy? — ckasana AneHka, cmescb. — Ckonbko 6ab, aeBok! BoH AHOTKa, — 4ero nydie? AHIOTK, Noau
ctoda, Aeno ectb! — KpUKHYNa OHa 3BOHKO.

AHIOTKa, LWKMPOKasi U MArkas B CrMHE, KOPOTKOpYKasi, 06epHynach, — NMUO y Hee ObINo MMNoBMAHOE, YNbibka
Aobpas 1 NpusTHas, — YTO-TO KPUKHYNA B OTBET NEBYYMM rOSIOCOM U 3apaboTana eLle nyLye.

— [oBopsT Tebe, noaun! — ele 3BOHYEN NOBTOpUNA AneHka.

— Heuero MHe X0anTb, He 3ay4eHa A 3TUM Jenam, — nponena AHITKa pagoCTHO.

— Ham AHIoTKa He Hy)XHa, HaMm HaZo nouuuie, nobnaropogHee, — HaCTaBUTENBHO CKasan cTapocta. — Mbl camu
3HaeM, KOro Ham Hajo.

W o4eHb BbipasuTenbHO nocMoTpen Ha AneHky. OHa crierka CMyTuiach, YyTb-4yTb MOKpacHena.

— HerT, HeT, HET, — OTBeTUNa OHa, CKpbIBas CMYyLLEHWe yrbibkoi, — nydile AHIOTKM He HamgeTe. A He xoveTe
AHIOTKY, — HacTbKy, OHa TOXe YMUCTO XO4MT, B rOPOAE Xuna...

— Hy byget, Monuu, — HeoxmaaHHO rpybo ckasan ctapocta. — 3aHumaiics cBouM ernom, nobpexana, u byger.
MeHsi 1 Tak 6apbIHsi pyratoT, FOBOPAT, OHW Y TEDS TOMBKO OXamnbHUYatoT. ..

AneHka BCkoYMna — 1 onsiTb ¢ HEOOLIKHOBEHHOM NETKOCTHH — B3sNach 3a Bunbl. Ho paboTHMK, CBaNMBLLMA B 3TO
BpeMsi MOCNeaHIO Tenery HaBo3a, KpUKHYM: «3aBTpakaTb!y — W, 3agepraB Boxokamu, O0OMKO 3arpemen BHM3 No annee
NYCTbIM TENEXHBIM ALLMKOM.

— 3aBTpakaThb, 3aBTpakaTb! — Ha pasHble rofoca 3akpuyanu u Oesku, bpocasi nonatbl U BUMbl, NEPECKaKVNBas
yepes Barn, COCKakuBasi C HEro, Merbkas rofibIMi Horamu W PasHOLBETHLIMM Yyrnkamu M cberasicb nog efbHUK K CBOUM
y3eskam.

Crapocta nokocuncs Ha MuTio, nogmurHyn emy, Xenas ckasaTb, 4TO AenN0 WAeT, W, NPUNOAHUMASCS,
Ha4anbCTBEHHO COrMacuscs:

— Hy, 3aBTpakaTb Tak 3aBTpakaTb...

[leBku, necTpes nog TEMHOM CTEHOM 10K, BECEMNO U KaK nonano paccenuch Ha Tpase, CTanu pasBsa3biBaTh Y3emnky,
BbIHUMATb NENeLKy 1 packnaablBaTb UX HA NOZOMbI MEXAY NPSMO NEXALLMX HOr, CTanu XeBaTb, 3anuBasi U3 ByTbINOK KTO
MOJIOKOM, KTO KBACOM 1 MPOJoIHKast rpOMKO 1 BecrnopsigoyHO roBOPUTb, XOX04a KaxaoMy CIOBY U MOMUHYTHO B3rMsablBas
Ha MuTio NIOBOMBITHBIMM 1 BbI3bIBAKOLLMMY rNa3amu. AneHKa, HaknoHSACh K AHIOTKE, YTO-TO CKasana en Ha yXo0. AHIOTKa, He
cOepxaB 04apoBaTenbHON YrblbKW, C CUMOM OTTOMNKHYNa ee (AneHka, JaBsCb CMeXoM, NoBanunach rofniosoit k cebe Ha
KOMEHM) 1 C NPUTBOPHBIM BO3MYLLEHUEM KPUKHYIIA HA BECb EMbHUK CBOUM NEBYYMM FONIOCOM:



— [Hypal Yero rorovelub 6e3 gena? Kakas pagoctb?
— lNongemrte ot rpexa, Mutpuii Manbl4, — ckasan cTapocTa, — ULlb 1X YepTu pasdupatot!

XXi

Ha gpyron aeHb B cagy He pabotanu, Bbin npa3aHuK, BOCKPECEHBE.

Houbto n1n Joxab, MOKPO LyMero Mo Kpbilwe, cag To U geno 6neaHo, HO LUMPOKO, CkasoyHo o3apsancs. K yTtpy,
OfHakKo, noroga onsTb pasrynsanack, ONsATb BCe CTano NpocTo u 6narononyyHo, n Mutio pasbyaun Becenblit, CONHEYHbIN
TPE3BOH KOMOKOIOB.

OH He cneLua yMbIncs, 0gencs, BbiNun CTakaH Yato 1 nowen k o6eaHe. «Mama yx ywinu, — nackoBo ynpekHyna
ero Napala, — a Bbl kaK TaTapyH Kakou...»

B LepkoBb MOXHO 6bIrio MPOUTI UK MO BLIFOHY, BbINAS U3 BOPOT ycaabbbl M CBEPHYB HanNpaBo, UK Yepes cag, no
rnaBHOM annee, a NOTOM MO JOpOre MEXAy CafoM WU ryMHOM, Haneso. MuTa nowen yepes cag.

Bce 6bIn10 yxe coBceM no-netHemy. Muts Wwen no annee npsiMo Ha ConHue, Cyxo BriecteBLUee Ha ryMHe 1 B nore.
W aToT Greck 1 TPE3BOH KOMOKOMOB, KaK-TO O4EHb XOPOLLO ¥ MUPHO CMIMBABLUMACS C HAM U CO BCEM 3TUM LEPEBEHCKUM
YTPOM, W TO, YTO MuTS TONMbKO YTO BbLIMBINCS, MpUYecan CBOW MOKpble, MMSHUEBUTbIE YEPHbIE BOMOCHI M Hagen
CTYZEeHYECKUI KapTy3, BCE BAPYT NOKa3anoch Tak XopoLuo, YTo MuTio, onsTb He CnasLLero BCHO HOYb M OMSTb NPOLUEALLEro
HOYbK Yepe3 MHOXECTBO CaMblX Pa3HOPOAHBIX MbICAIEN M YyBCTB, BAPYr OXBaTUMNa Hadekda Ha Kakoe-To c4acTnMBoe
paspeLLeHe BCeX ero Tep3aHui, Ha cnaceHne, ocBoboxaeHue oT Hux. Konokona urpanu 1 3sanu, ryMHO Bnepeam xapko
Brecteno, AaTen, NpuMoCTaHaBNMBAsACh, NPUNOLHUMAs XOXONOK, BbICTpo Bexan BBepx N0 KOPSBOMY CTBOMY Wbl B ee
CBETIO-3EIeHYI0, CONHEYHYH0 BEPLUMHY, BapxaTHble YePHO-KpacHbIe WMenu 3a60TNMBO 3apbiBanich B LIBETHI HA MOMsHaX,
Ha npuneke, NTULbl 3anMBanuCb Mo BCeMy cafy cnagko u 6e33aboTHo... Bce Obino, kak 6biBano MHOro, MHOroO pa3s B
[ETCTBEe, B OTPOYECTBE, W TaK XWBO BCMOMHWIIOCL BCe npenectHoe, 6e33aboTHOe npexHee Bpems, YTO BAPYr SBUNACh
YBEPEHHOCTb, 4TO 6Or MUNOCTMB, YTO, MOXET ObiTb, MOXHO MPOXMTL Ha cBeTe 1 6e3 Katw.

«B camom pene, noeay k Mewepckumy», — nogyman sapyr Murs.

Ho TyT OH nogHsn rnasa — ¥ B 4BajuaTty warax ot cebs yuaan kak pas B 3TOT MOMEHT MPOXOAMBLUYK MUMO
BOpOT AneHky. OHa onsiTb Obina B LUENKOBOM PO30BOM MfaTouke, B ronybom HapsigHOM nnatbe ¢ 0bopkamit, B HOBbIX
bawmakax ¢ nogkoBkamu. OHa, BUNSS 3adoM, ObICTPO LWna, He BUAS €ro, W OH MOPLIBUCTO MOZANCA B CTOPOHY, 3a
[EPEBbS.

[1aB et CKpbITbCS, OH, C BblowmMMesa cepaLem, NocnewHo nowen Hasag, kK aomy. OH BAPYr MOHSN, Y4TO Nowen B
LiepKOBb C TaNHOM LieNblo YBUAETL €€, U TO, YTO BUAETb €€ B LIePKBU HEMb3S, HE HafO.

XXl

Bo Bpems obefda HapouHbld CO cTaHuuu npuses Tenerpammy — AHs u Kocta mssewanu, yto BygyT 3aBTpa
BeYepOM. MuTS OTHECCS K 3TOMY COBEPLLEHHO PaBHOAYLUHO.

Mocne obena OH HaB3HWYb NEXan Ha NNeTeHOM AyBaHe Ha GankoHe, 3aKpbiB rnasa, YyBCTBYS AOXOAsLlee Ao
BarnkoHa xapkoe ConHLUe, cnywas netHee xyxkaHbe Myx. CepAaue Apoxaro, B rofioBe CTOS Hepa3peLuMMbIi BOMPOC: a
KaK e Janblue geno ¢ AneHkoin? Korga e OHO peLumMTcs OkoH4aTenbHo? MoyeMy ctapocTa He Cnpocun ee BYepa npsimo:
corniacHa i1 oHa, W, eCnn aa, To rae 1 koraa? A psgom ¢ 3TUM MyYWnio Apyroe: CreayeT Uik HET HapyLWNTb CBOE TBEpaoe
peleHne He e3guTb Gonblue Ha noyTy? He Cbe3auTb N HblHYe ele pas, nocnegHuin? Hosoe M GeccMbiCneHHoe
n3neBaTeNnbCTBO Haf CBOMM COBCTBEHHbIM camonobuem? Hooe n 6eccMbiCneHHoe Tep3aHue cebsi Karnko Hagexanon?
Ho yTo MOXeT Tenepb NpubaBuUTbL 3Ta noesgka (B CYLWHOCTW, NpoCTas Nporynka) K ero Tep3aHusM? Pa3se Tenepb He
COBEPLUEHHO 04EBMAHO, YTO TaM, B MockBe, Ans HEro BCe U HaBeKM KOHYEHO? UTo emy BoobLLE Tenepb Aenatb?

— Bapuyk! — pasgancs Bapyr HerpoMkui ronoc Bo3ne 6ankoHa. — bapuyk, Bbl cnute?

OH 6bICTPO OTKPbIN rnasa. Mepes HUM CTOSN CTapocTa B HOBOW CUTLEBOI pybaxe, B HOBOM KapTy3e. JTLO Y Hero
ObIN0 NpasgHUYHOE, ChITOE W CRerka COHHOe, XMeSbHOE.

— Bapuyk, egemte ckopeli B nec, — 3awlentan oH. — f 6apbiHe ckasar, 4To MHE HyXHO noBuaaTbes ¢ TpugoHOM
HacdyeT nyen. EgemTe ckoper, noka OHM NOYMBAIOT, @ TO Hy-Ka MPOCHYTCS ¥ OTAYMAIOT... 3axBaTM Yero-Hubyap yroctuTb
TpudpoHa, OH 3axmerneeT, Bbl €ro 3aroBOpuTe, @ S UCXUTPIOCH LUENHYTb CroBeyko AneHke. Bbixogute ckopein, S yx
3anpsir...

MuTs Bckounn, npobexan nakenckylo, CxBaTun kapTy3 M ObICTPO MOLWEN K KapeTHOMY capalo, rae Crosn
3anpskeHHbIN B BeroBble APOXKKY MOMOAON ropsunil kepebumk.

XX



YKepebunk nNpsiMo ¢ MecTa BUXPEM BbIHEC 3a BOpOTa. [pOTWB LIEPKBM HA MUHYTY OCTAHOBWNWCH BO3ME NABKK,
B3ArM (OyHT cana v ByTbINKy BOAKM U MOHECNUCH JarbLue.

MenbkHyna u3ba Ha Bblesae, y KOTOPOW CTOsNa HapshkeHHas W He 3HaBluas, yTo fgenatb, AHoTka. CTapocTa B
LUYTKY, HO rpyBO KPUKHYN €1 YTO-TO M C XMeSbHbIM, GECCMbICTIEHHBIM 1 3M1bIM YAANbCTBOM KPEMKO NEpeepHYN BOXOKaMM,
XNeCTHyN nMun o kpyny xepebunka. XXepebunk eLe Hagaan.

MwTs, cuos v nofckakuBas, Aepxancs u3o Bcex cun. B 3aTbinok emy npusTHO Nekrno, B NWUO Tenno Ayno
NONeBbIM XapoM, NaxHyBLUMM YXKe 3aLBeTatoLlen POXbI, JOPOXHON MbIfbio, KONECHoOW Masblo. Poxb xoauna, otnveana
cepebpuCcTo-Ccepom, TOYHO KaKOW-TO YyAeECHbId MeX, 3blbblo, Haf Hel MOMWHYTHO B3BMBANMCh, MENW, KOCO HECnuchb U
Nafanu )XaBOPOHKY, Janeko Bnepeamn MArko CUHen nec...

Uepes yeTBepTb Yaca Obinn e B IECY U BCe TaK e LUMOKO, CTYKasiCh O MHW 1 KOPHMW, MOMYau1Ch NO €ro TEHUCTON
[opore, pafoCTHOW OT COMTHEYHbIX NATEH M HECMETHBIX LBETOB B ryCTOM U BbICOKOM TpaBe Mo CTOPOHaM. ArneHka, B CBOEM
rony6om nnatbe, NpSMO 1 POBHO MOMOXMB HOMM B NOMyCanoXkax, CMAena B pacnyckatoLmMxcs Bo3ne Kapaynku aybkax u
BbllKBana 4Yto-10. Ctapocrta nponeTen MUMO Hee, MOrpo3uB e KHYTOM, M cpady ocagun y nopora. MuTio nopasun ropbkui
W CBEXWA apomaTr neca, mMonogoi Ay6oBOW NMCTBbI, OMMyLUMM 3BOHKMA Naik COBAYOHOK, OKPYXMBLUMX APOXKA K
HaNOMHMBLLMX BeCb Nec OTKNMkamu. OHM CTOANM M SPOCTHO 3anMBanuChb Ha BCE Nadpl, @ MOXHaTble MOpAbl UX Gbinn
[06pbl U XBOCTbI BUNANMW.

Cnesnu, npuesizanu xepebumka K Cyxomy, OnaneHHOMY rpo3on AepeBly MOA OKHAaMU 1 BOWIMM Yepe3 TEMHble
CEHM.

B kapaynke ObIfo 04eHb YNCTO, OYEHb YIOTHO M O4YEHb TECHO, XapKO W OT COMHLA, CBETMBLLETO M3-3a Neca B 0ba ee
OKOLLEYKa, M OTTOro, Yto Oblna HaTomneHa neyvb, — YTPOM NeKnu CUTHUKN. Pefochs, CBEKPOBb AMEHKM, YUCTEHbKAs M
BnaroobpasHas Ha BuA CTapyLuka, cugena 3a CTOSIOM, CMIMHON K COMHEYHOMY, YChbINaHHOMY MENKUMU MyLLKaMK OKOLLEYKY.
YBuaaB bapuyka, OHa BCTana u H13KO NOKIoHUNack. 03gopoBaBLLUMCh, CENu 1 CTanu 3akypusaThb.

— A rge x TpucoH? — cnpocun ctapocTa.

— OtabixaeT B kNeTn, — ckasana degocbs, — s ceitvac nomay ero NoKuyy.

— Vget geno! — wenHyn ctapocta, MOprHyB 0bouMu rnasamu, kak TONbKO OHa BbILLNA.

Ho Hukakoro aena Mutsa nokyaa He Buaen. Mokyaa 6bino ToNbKo HECTEPNMMO HENOBKO, — Ka3anock, 4o ®egochbs
Y)Xe OT/INYHO MOHUMAET, 3a4eM OHU Npuexanu. OnaTb Menbkarna yxacasLuas yxe TPeTUin feHb Mbichb: «4To g aenar? A ¢
yma cxoxy!» OH uyBcTBOBan cebs IyHaTUKOM, MOKOPEHHbIM Yben-TO MOCTOPOHHeW Borei, Bce ObicTpee u ObicTpee
NOYLWMM K KaKOM-TO POKOBOW, HO HEOTPasuMO BIEKYLLEN nponacti. Ho, ctapasicb UMETb MPOCTOM WU CMOKOWHbIA BKA, OH
cugen, Kypun, ocMmatpusan kapaynky. OCoBeHHO CTbIgHO ObIIO MpU MbICAK, YTO cernyac BOWAET TPUGOH, MyXMK, Kak
FOBOPAT, 3110/, YMHbIA, KOTOPbIA Cpa3y Bce NonMeT elye ny4we degocobn. Ho BMecTe ¢ Tem Bbina u gpyras Mbicnb: «A rae
Xe OHa cnuT? BOT Ha 3TVX Hapax unun B KNeTu?» KOHeYHo, B KNETK, Nogyman OH. JIETHAS HOYb B NECY, OKOLUEYKW B KNETK
6e3 pambl, 6€3 CTeKoN, W BCIO HOYb CribILLEH APEMOTHbI NECHOM LLenoT, a OHa CruT...

XXiv

TpudoH, BONAS, TOXE HWU3KO MOKMOHMACS MuTe, HO Monya, He B3rnsHyB emy B rrnasa. [1oToM cen Ha ckaMemnky
nepes CTONIOM U CYXO U HEMPWUSIBHEHHO 3ar0BOPWI CO CTApOCTON: B YeM Aeno, 3a4yem noxanosan? CtapocTa nocnewusn
cKasaTb, YTO ero npucnana 6apbiHg, 4TO OHa NPOCKUT TpUOHa NPUITM NOCMOTPETH NACEKY, YTO UXHWIA NACEYHUK CTapbIN,
rIyXoW Aypak, a uto OH, TPUOH, MOXET, NepBbIil NYENOBOA BO BCEN ryGepHUM N0 CBOEMY YMY W MOHATUIO, — U HEMEANS
BbiTalWMN 13 OQHOTO KapMaHa LUTaHOB OyTbINKy BOAKW, @ U3 APYroro cano B LuepLuaBoil cepoit Bymare, yxe HackBo3b
npomMacnmeLUencs. TPUMOH XONOAHO U HACMELLMIMBO MOKOCWICS, OAHAKO MOAHSNCS C Mecta M AocTan C MOMKW YaiiHyo
vawky. CtapocTta nogHec cnepea Mute, notom TpudoHy, notom ®efocke, — OHa C YA0BOMNLCTBMEM BbITAHYNA YallKy 40
[OHbILLKA, — W, HAKOHeL, Hanun cebe. BbinuBe, OH TOTYaC Xe cTan 0BHOCUTL MO BTOPON, Ky CUTHWK 1 pa3ayBast HO3APU.

TpudoH OOBOMBHO BLICTPO 3axMernen, OgHako He NOTEpPS CBOEW CYXOCTW W HEMPUSI3HEHHOM HACMELLSIMBOCTMW.
CrapocTa TSKKO OTynen nocne BTOPOW e Yallku. Pa3roBop MpWHSN N0 BHELUHOCTW XapakTep APYXeCKWW, HO rnasa y
oboux 6binu Hegosepumsble, 3no6HbIE. Pefocbs cupena Monda, CMOTpena BEeXNWBO, HO HEOOBOMbHO. AneHka He
nokasblBanacb. l1oTepsiB BCAKY Hagexmy, YTo OHa MpuaeT, SCHO BMASA, YTO 9TO COBEPLUEHHO Aypaukas Meyta —
paccunTbiBaTh TEMepb Ha TO, YTO CTApOCTe YAacTCs LUENHYTb €M «CnoBe4ko», ecrm Bbl OHa Jaxe u npuwna, Muts
NOAHANCS M CTPOro cKasas, YTo nopa exatb.

— Celvac, ceivac, ycneetcs! — XMypo M Harno 0To3Bancs crapocta. — MHe ele Hago Bam CROBEYKO MO
CEKpeTy cKa3atb.

— Hy BOT Aoporoi 1 ckaxellb, — ckasan caepXaHHo, HO elle cTpoxe Muta. — Egem.

Ho cTapocTa xnonHyn nagoHbH No CTOMY U C NbSHOM 3arafo4HOCTbLIO MOBTOPWIT:

— A 9 BaM roBopto, YTO JOPOrov 3TOr0 HeNb3s roBOPUTL! BbIMAbTE KO MHE Ha MUHYTKY...

WA, TSXKO NOAHSBLUMCL C MECTa, pacnaxHyn ABepb B CEHLbI.



MuTS BbILLES 3@ HUM.

— Hy, B yem geno?

— Monuute! — TaMHCTBEHHO NpoLUenTan crapocTa, NpUTBopsAs 3a MuTen aBepb 1 WaTaschb.

— 06 yem monyatb?

— Monuure!

— {1 €65 He NoHUMar0.

— Monuurte! Hawa 6yaet! BepHoe crnoso!

MuTS OTTONKHYN €r0, BbILLIEN U3 CEHEL, 1 OCTAHOBWUIICA Ha NOPOre, He 3Hasl, YTO Aenathb: NOLOXAATb eLle HEMHOro
WK yexaTb OHOMY, a He TO NPOCTO YWATH NELLKOM?

B oecaty warax oT HEro CTosin rycTom 3eNeHbIN J1EC, YKE B BEYEPHEN TEHW 1 OTTOrO eLe 6onee CBEXMIN, YUCTbIN U
npekpacHbIn. YnCcToe, Noroxee COMHLE 3aX0AMNO0 3a ero BepLUMHbI, CKBO3b HUX NYYUCTO CbINasniocb ero YepBOHHOE 30510TO.
W Bapyr rynko pasgancs v npokatuncs B rnybuHe neca, roe-To, kak nokasanoch, Aaneko Ha TOW CTOPOHe, 3a OBparamu,
XEHCKMI NEeBYYMI ronoc, 1 Tak NpusbIBHO, Tak 04apoBaTENbHO, KaK 3BYYMT OH TOSLKO B J1ECY, MO NIETHEW BEYEpHEN 3ape.

— Ay! — NpOTSHKHO KPUKHYN 3TOT ronoc, BUAMMO, 3abaBnssicb NecHbIMM oTknukamn. — Ay!

MwuTs cockounn ¢ nopora v nobexan no ugetam u TpaBaMm B fiec. Jlec onyckancs B kaMeHUCTbI oBpar. B oBpare
cTosna u ena 6apaHumkn AneHka. Muts Hapbexan Hag obpbIB 1 octaHoBuncs. OHa CHU3Y rnsaena Ha Hero YAuBEHHbIMM
rnasamu.

— Y70 TbI TYT Aenaewb? — cnpocun MuTs HErpoMKo.

— MapycbKy Hally ¢ KOpOBOWA MLLy. A YTO? — OTBETMINA OHA TOXE HETPOMKO.

— Y10 X, npugeLLb, YTo Nn?

— Y70 X MHe JapoM XoanTb? — ckasana OHa.

— K70 x Tebe ckasan, 4to gapom? — cnpocun Muta yxe noytn wenotom. — O6 aToM He Becnokoiics.

— A xorga? — cnpocuna AneHka.

— [la 3aBTpa... Tbl korga MoxeLb?

AneHka nogymana.

— {1 3aBTpa nongy Kk maTepu OBLY CTPWUYb, — CKas3ana OHa, NOMONYaB, OCTOPOXHO OrnsadbiBas nec Ha byrpe 3a
Mutein. — Beuepom, kak ctemHeeT, v npuay. A kyaa? Ha ryMHO Henba3s, 3aigeT KTo-Hubyap... XoueTe, B canall B NOLMHE
y Bac B cagy? Tonbko Bbl CMOTpUTE, He 0BMaHWTE, — JapOM A He cornacHa... JTo BaM He Mocksa, — ckasana oHa,
3acMesBLUMMICS rMasamm Mg Ha Hero CHKU3Yy, — Tam, roBopsT, 6abbl camu NAOTAT...

XXv

BosBpalyanuck 6e306pasHo.

TpudoH He ocTancs B JOAry, NOCTaBU U C CBOEN CTOPOHbI OYThINKY, U CTApoCTa Tak Hanumcs, YTo He cpasy cefl
Ha APOXKW, CNEpPBa ynan Ha HWX, a UCMyraHHbIN Xepebunk pBaHyncs U YyTb He yckakan oguH. Ho Muta monyan, cmotpen
Ha cTapocTy BecuyBCTBEHHO, adas, noka OH ycsgeTcs, Tepnenueo. CTapocTa OnsaTb rHan € Henenow SpocTbto. Muts
MOSYan, Kpenko aepxarncs, CMOTpen Ha BevepHee Hebo, Ha nons, 6bICTPO ApoXaBLuMe U npbiraBluve neped HUM. Hag
nonsMK K 3akaty AorneBann CBOW KPOTKME MECHWU XaBOPOHKM, HA BOCTOKE, YK€ MOCUHEBLUEM K HOYW, BCMbIXMBamM Te
[anbHe, MUpHbIe 3apHULbI, KOTOPbIE HUYEro He 0beLLatT, KpoMe XOopoLLer norodbl. MUTS NOHUMAanN BCIO 3Ty BEYEPHIOK0
npenecTb, HO Tenepb OHa Bbina coBCEM YyXOM emy. B MbICnsX, B AyLUe CTOSAN0 OAHO: 3aBTpa Beyepom!

[loma ero oxugano wW3BecTue, YTO MONYYeHO MWUCbMO, MoaTBEpxZatowee, Yto AHa u Kocta GygyT 3aBTpa, C
BeyepHUM noesfoM. OH yxacHyncs, — npueayT, noberyT Beyepom B caf, MoryT nobexatb K Lanaiwy, B NOWwuHy... Ho
TOTYAC Xe BCMOMHMII, YTO CO CTaHLMM UX NPUBE3YT He paHbLLie AECATOro Yaca, NoToM ByayT KOPMUTb, MOUTL YaEM. ..

— Tbl noepeLLb BCTpeyatb? — cnpocuna Onbra MNeTpoBsHa.

OH nouyBcTBOBA, 4TO GnegHeer.

— Hert, He gymato... MHe 4T0-TO He xo4eTcs... [la 1 cecTb Herge...

— Hy, nonoxwm, Tbl 661 MOT BEPXOM Moexartb. ..

— [la HeT, He 3Hat... CobeTBeHHO, 3a4em? Ceitvac, No KpaHeln Mepe, He X04eTcs. ..

Onbra lNeTpoBHa NpuCTanbHO NOCMOTpPENA Ha Hero.

— Tbl 300poB?

— CoBepLueHHo, — ckasan Muts noutut rpy6o. — A TONbKO cnaTb O4EHb XOuY...

W ToTyac xe ywen k cebe, ner B TeMHOTE Ha 1BaH W 3aCHyn, He pa3geBasicChb.

Houblo OH yCrbixan OTAaNeHHY, MenMTENbHY My3blky U yBugan cebs BMCAWMM Hag OrpoMHON, cnabo
ocBeLlleHHon nponacTblo. OHa BCe CBeTnena u CBeTnena, craHoBunack Bce 6e340HHee, BCe 30M10TUCTEN, BCe Spye, BCe
MHOTOMIOAHEE, 1 yKE COBCEM OTYETIMBO, C HECKA3aHHO rPYCTLIO U HEXHOCTBIO, 3a3BYyYaro v 3anerno B Heit: «XKun, bbin B
dyne pobpblit koponb...» OH 3aTpeneTan OT yMUNEHNS, NOBEPHYNCS Ha Apyroi 60K 1 onsTb 3acHy.



XXVI

[leHb kazancst 6eCKOHEYHbIM.

MwuTS KaK AepeBsHHbINA BbIXOAWI K Yato, K 06eAy, NOTOM OnsTh Wwen k cebe u onsTb Noxuncs, bpan ¢ MMCbMEHHOro
CTOMNa YyXe AaBHO BansBLWACS Ha HeM TOM [lucemckoro, unTan, He MOHWMas HW CroBa, NOLONTY CMOTPen B MOTOJOK,
Cnywan poBHbIN, NETHUA, aTNacHbIi LWyM CONHEYHOrO Caja 3a OKHOM... Pa3 oH BcTan u nowen B 6ubnuoteky, 4Tobbl
nepemeHnTb KHUry. Ho aTa npenectHasi CBoen CTapiHON, CBOUM CMOKOACTBIEM, BUAOM W3 OQHOTO OKHA Ha 3aBETHbIN KIEH,
a W3 OpyrMx Ha CBETMoe 3anagHoe HebO KOMHaTa Tak OCTPO HaMOMHUNA eMy Te BeceHHWe (Temepb YK 6eCKOHEeYHOo
[anekue) OHW, KOrAa OH CUAen B He:, YnTas CTUXW B CTapbIX XypHarnax, U nokasanach Takon KaTuHoi, YTo OH NoBepHyncs
n BbIcTpo nowen Hasad. «K yepTy! — nogyman oH ¢ pasgpaxeHnem. — K 4epTy BeCb 9TOT NO3TUYECKW Tparnam nobsm!»

OH C BO3MyLLEHEM BCMOMHWIT CBOE HAMEPEHUe 3acTpenuTbes, ecnn He Byaet nucbma ot Katu, u onstb ner u
onaTtb B3ancs 3a lucemckoro. Ho no-npexHemMy OH HWYEro He NOHWMAn, ywuTas, a Moporo, rMags B KHUTY W gymas ob
AneHke, BECb HauWMHan gpoxaTb OT BCe pacTylen Apoxu B xmBoTe. M yem Gnvke nogxoaun Beyep, TEM BCe valle
oxBaTblBana, buna apoxb. [onoca u wark No AoMy, rofioca Ha ABOPE, — YXe 3anpsrany TapaHTac Ha CTaHUMI, — BCe
pas3faBarnoch Tak, kak BO BpeMsi 60ne3Hu, Koraa Nexuilb OAWH, a BOKPYT TeyeT 06bluHast, OyaHUYHAs XW3Hb, paBHOAYLLHAS
kK Tebe n notomy uyxgas, faxe BpaxaebHas. HakoHey roe-to kpukHyna [Mapawa: «bapblHs, nowagu rotoBbll» —
nocnblwanocs cyxoe GopmotaHue GybeHUMKoB, NOTOM TOMOT KOMbIT, LUIOPOX NOAKATLIBAKLLErO K KpbifbLy TapaHTaca...
«AX, fa Korga xe Bce 3T0 KoH4nTCs!» — npobopmoTan Muts BHe cebs OT HETEpNeHMs, He ABUrasiCh, HO XafHo cryLas
ronoc Onbru MeTpoBHbI, OTAABaBLLEN B NAKECKOM nocneaHue npukadanus. Bapyr ybeHuunku 3abopmotanu 1, bopmoya
BCe CNUTHee MOf 3BYKW NOKATMBLUErOCS MOA ropy 3KuUnaxa, CTanm rmoxHyTb. ..

BeicTpo BCTaB ¢ mecTta, MuTs Bbiwen B 3an. B 3ane Gbino NycTo W CBETMO OT ACHOTO XenToBaToro 3akarta. Bo
BCeM AoMe BbIfio NyCTO W Kak-TO CTpaHHO, cTpalwHo nycto! Co cTpaHHbIM, kak Bbl NpoLarnbHbIM YyBCTBOM MUTS B3rnsHyn
B NPONET PaCTBOPEHHbIX MONYamnMBbIX KOMHAT — B FOCTUHYI0, B AMBaHHYI0, B GUONNOTEKY, B OKHO KOTOPOI NO-BEYEPHEMY
CUHEN H0XHbIN HEDOCKMOH, 3eneHena XMBOMMUCHAsA BEPLUMHA KIeHa M PO30BOM TOYKOW CTOSN Hapg Hel AHTapec... [oTom
3arnsHyn B Nakenckylo, HeT nin Tam Mapawm. YbeamsLumch, YTO 1 Tam NycTO, OH CXBATWN C BELLArkK KapTys, npobexan
Ha3agd, B CBOK KOMHATy, M BbICKOUMN B OKHO, Janeko BbIKMHYB Ha LBETHUK CBOM ANWHHble HOM. Ha LUBETHMKE OH Ha
MrHOBEHWE 3amep, NOTOM, COrHyBLUWCb, Nepebexan B Caf WM TOTYac Xe BUMbHYNM B rNyxylo GOKOBYK anneto, rycro
3apOCLUYH KyCTaMu akaLuy U CUPEHN.

XXvil

Pocbl He 6bIno, He mMOrnM ObiTb MOSTOMY OCOBGEHHO CbIHBI 3anaxu BeyepHero caga. Ho Mwute, npw Bceit
BeccosHaTenbHOCT BCEX €ro AENCTBMM B 3TOT BEYep, BCE KE MOKasanoCb, YTO OH €Lle HWKOrda B KW3HWU, — 3a
NCKIKOYEHNEM, MOXET ObiTb, paHHErO AETCTBA, — HE BCTPEYasn TakoW CUMbl 1 Takoro pasHoobpasust 3anaxoB, kak Tenepsb.
Bce naxno — KyCTbl akauuu, SIMCTbS CUPEHU, SIMCTbS CMOPOAMHBI, NIONYXK, YepHOBbINBHUK, LBETHI, TpaBa, 3eMNS...

BbICTPO cAenaB HEeCKOSbKO LWaroB C XYTKOM MbICTbIO: «A BAPYr OHa 0BMaHeT, He NpuaeT?» — Tenepb Kas3anocs,
4TO BCS XW3Hb 3aBMCUT OT TOTO, NPUAET MNW He NpuaeT AneHka, — YrOBMB CPEAM 3anaxoB PacTUTENbHOCTM ELLe M 3anax
BEYEPHEro AblMa 0TKyAa-To ¢ AepeBHU, MUTS ele pa3 0cTaHOBUIICS, 0BEpPHYNCS Ha MIHOBEHME: BEYEPHNIA XYK MeaIEHHO
NNbIN W ryaen rae-To Bo3ne Hero, TOYHO Cesl TULLIMHY, YCNOKOEHWE 1 CYMEPKM, HO €eLLe CBETIO BbIfio OT 3apu, OXBaTUBLLEN
nonHeba cBOMM POBHbIM, JONTO HE racHYLIMM CBETOM NEPBbLIX NETHUX 30pPb, @ Hag KPbilei AoMa, Koe-rae BUAHOM 13-3a
[EpeBbEB, BbLICOKO Griecten B nMpo3payHoOM HEGECHOM MyCTOTE KPYTOM U OCTPbIA CEPrOK TOSbKO YTO HapOAMBLUETOCS
Mecsaua. MuTa rnsHyn Ha Hero, 6bICTPO 1 MENKO MepPeKPeCTUNCA NOA NMOXEYKOM U LUarHyn B KyCTbl akauun. Annes Bena B
NOLYMHY, HO He K Lanawly, — K Hemy Hago 6bino UATU Hauckock, B3sATh Nnesee. W MuTs, warHys Yepes KycTbl, nobexan
LeIMKOM, Cpeay LUMPOKO M HU3KO PacnpoCTEPTbIX BETBEW, TO Harnbascb, TO OTCTPaHsS X OT cebs. Yepes MUHYTY OH yxe
ObIn Ha YCNOBNEHHOM MeCTe.

OH CO CTpaxoM CyHyncs B Lanall, B ero TEMHOTY, NaxHYLLYK CyXOi Npenoi CONIOMOM, 30pKO OFMSHYI ero U NoyTH
C pagocCTbio Ybeauncs, YTo Tam eLe HUKOro HeT. Ho pokoBoW Mur 6imn3uncs, v OH CTan BO3ne Luanalla, BeCb NpeBpaTsch
B YYTKOCTb, B HANPshKEHHENLLEE BHAMAHWE. BeCb A€Hb MOYTU HI HA MUHYTY HE OCTaBNANO €ro HeOBLIKHOBEHHOE TENECHoe
B036yxkaeHMe. Tenepb OHO LOCTUMO BbICLIEN CWMbl. HO CTpaHHO — Kak gHEM, Tak W Tenmepb, OHO ObINO Kakoe-To
CaMOCTOSITENbHOE, HE MPOHMKANO €ro BCEro, BMadeno TOMbKO Tenom, He 3axBatbiBas Aywu. Cepaue, ogHako, 6unoch
CTpaLLHO. A Kpyrom GbIfI0 Tak NopasuUTeNbHO TUXO, YTO OH Criblan TOMbKO OAHO — 3TO BueHue. bessByyHo, HeyCTaHHO
BUNNCb, KPYTUIUCb Msirkue OecuBeTHble MOTbIfbKA B BETBSAX, B Cepoil NMCTBe S6MOHb, pasHOOBpasHO U Y30pHO
PVUCOBABLUMXCA Ha BeYepHeM Hebe, M OT 3TWX MOTBINIbKOB TULIKMHA Ka3anacb elle TULLE, TOYHO MOTbIMIbKA BOPOXUMK
3aBopaxwuBanu ee. Bapyr rge-1o c3agu HEro YTO-TO XPYCTHYNO — U 3BYK 3TOT Kak rpoM nopasun ero. OH nopbIBUCTO
0BepHyncs, rsaHyN Mex AepPEBLEB MO HANPABNEHWIO K Bany — 1 yBIUAAI, YTO MOA CyubsMM S6MOHb KAaTUTCS HA HEro YTO-TO



yepHoe. Ho elLe He ycnen oH coobpasuTb, YTO 3TO TaKOe, Kak 3TO TEMHOE, HabexaB Ha Hero, CAenarno Kakoe-To LMPOKoe
[BWXEHNE — 1 0Ka3anocb AMEHKON.

OHa oTkuHyna, cbpocuna ¢ ronosbl MOAON KOPOTKOW HOOKM M3 YepHO CaMOTKaHOW LUepCTW, U OH yBuaan ee
ucnyraHHoe 1 cusitolee ynbibkon nuuo. Oxa Beina Boca, B ogHON 0bke U B MPOCTON CypoBOi pybaxe, 3anpaBfieHHoON B
tobky. Mog pybaxon cTosnm ee aeBuybW rpyau. LUMpoko Bbipe3aHHbIA BOPOT OTKPbIBAmN €€ ek M YacTb nneven, a
3aCyyeHHble BbILLE JIOKTS pyKaBa — OKpPYrmble pyki. W Bce B Hel, OT HEBOMbLLOW rONOBKM, MOKPLITOM XKENThIM MNaTOYKOM,
N 0O ManeHbk1x BOChIX HOT, XEHCKNX W BMECTE C TeM AETCKMX, BbINo Tak XOpOLLO, TaK IOBKO, Tak NAEHUTENbHO, YTo MuTs,
BWAEBLUMI €e [0 CUX MOP TOMbKO HapsHKEHHOW, BrepBble YBMAABLUMA ee BO BCEeW NPenectu 3TOM NpOCTOTbl, BHYTPEHHE
axHyn.

— Hy, ckopee, 4TO nu, — BeCeno M BOPOBCKM MpoLIenTana OHa W, OMSHYBLUMCb, HbIpHYNa B Lanall, B €ero
naxyymin cympak.

Tam oHa npuocTaHoBuUnack, a MuTs, CTUCHyB 3yObl, YTOBbI yaepKaTb UX CTYK, MOCMELLMA 3anyCTUTb PYKY B KapmaH
— Horu ero Obinn HanpskeHbl, TBEPAbl, KaK Xeneso, — W CyHyn el B nafoHb cMmsaTyo natupybnesky. OHa GbicTpo
cnpsTana ee 3a nasyxy v cena Ha 3emmo. Muta cen Bo3ne Hee W 0BHAN ee 3a LWEeK, He 3Has, YTo Aenatb, — Hago N
LienosaTb WK HeT. 3anax ee nnatka, BOMOC, NYKOBbIN 3anax BCEro € Tena, CMeLlaHHbI ¢ 3anaxom u3bebl, AbiMa, — BCe
ObIN0 O rOMOBOKPYXeEHUs XopoLo, U MuTs noHumar, yvyBcTBoBan 370. U/ Bce-Taku ObINo BCe TO Xe, YTO U paHbLLe:
CTpallHas cuna TENEecHOro XenaHns, He Nepexoasilas B XenaHue ayleBHoe, B BnaxeHCTBo, B BOCTOPT, B UCTOMY BCETO
cywectsa. OHa OTKWHyNach 1 fierna HaB3Hnib. OH ner psgoM, NPUBanUICS K Heit, NPOTAHYN PyKy. TUXO 1 HEPBHO CMESCh,
OHa noiMarna ee 1 NoTsHyMa BHU3.

— Hukak Henb3s, — ckasarna OHa He TO B LUYTKY, He TO CepPbe3HO.

OHa oTBena ero pyky 1 Lernko gepxana ee CBOE! ManeHbKoi PYKOW, rfasa ee CMOTPEN B TPEYrorbHyo pamy
Wwanawa Ha BeTBK SBSI0Hb, HA YyXe MOTeMHeBLUee CuHee HeBO 3a 3TUMU BETBAMM W HEMOABWXHYK KPACHYK TOYKY
AHTapeca, elle OAMHOKO CTOSLYK B HEM. UTO Bblpaxanu 3Tu rmasa? Yto Hapo Obino genatb? llouenosathb B LWet, B
ry6bl? Bapyr oHa nocneLLHo ckasana, 6epsch 3a CBOK KOPOTKYH YEPHYHO t0bKy:

— Hy, ckopeit, 4to nu...

Korga oHu nogHsnuch, — MuTS NOAHANCS, COBEPLUEHHO MOPaXeHHbIA pa3oyapoBaHWEM, — OHA, MepekpbIBas
NNaTokK, NonpaBsss BOMOCHI, CNPOCUIIA OXUBMEHHBIM LIENOTOM, — YXKe Kak 6rn3kui Yernosek, kak nobosHuLa:

— Bbl, rosopsT, B Cy660THHO e3aunu. Tam non gelweso nopocat npogaert. lNpasaa ain HeT? Bbl He cnibixanu?

XXVl

Ha atoi xe Henene, B cy660Ty, AOXab, HAYaBLUMICA €elle B cpedy, NMBLUMIA C yTpa U A0 Bedvepa, Nun Kak u3
Beapa.

OH TO v Aeno npunyckan B 3TOT AeHb 0COBEHHO BYPHO N MpayHO.

W/ Becb aeHb MuTs Be3 yctanu xogun no cagy W BECb AeHb TaK CTPALUHO Niakan, 4Tto nopoi Jaxe cam AUBUICS
curne n obunuo CBonx cnes.

Mapalua uckana ero, kpuyana Ha 4Bope, B NUMNOBOW annee, 38ana 06eaatb, NOTOM Yal MUTb — OH HE OTKIMKAnCS.

BbiNo X0no4Ho, MPOH3MTENBHO ChIPO, TEMHO OT TyY; HA MX YEPHOTEe rycTas 3efleHb MOKPOro cafa Bblaensnach
0COBEHHO ryCTO, CBEXO W APKO. HaneTaBsLumii OT BpeMeHM 10 BPEMEHU BeTep CBepran C [epeBbeB elle U ApYroi NNBEHb
— uenblil NoToK BpbI3r. Ho Muta Huvero He Bugesn, HU Ha 4To He obpalan BHUMaHUS. Ero Genbiin kapTy3 obeuc, ctan
TEMHO-CEPbIN, CTYAEHYEeCKas KypTka noyepHena, roneHuwa 6binu 4O KomneH B rpssn. Becb o6nuTbii, BeCb HAaCKBO3b
MPOMOKLLIWIA, 63 €ANHON KPOBUHKM B NIULE, C 3anniakaHHbIMK, 6e3yMHbIMU ria3amu, OH Bbin CTpaLLeH.

OH Kypun nanupocy 3a NanuMpocom, LIMPOKO Lwaran no rps3v annei, a nopoi Npocto Kyaa nonasno, Lenukom, no
BbICOKOI MOKPOW TpaBe Cpeaun S0MoHb M IpyL, HaTbIKasChb HA WX KPUBbIE KOPSIBbIE Cy4bsl, NECTPEBLUME CEPO-3€NEHBIM
pasMoKWuM nuwanHukoM. OH cuaen Ha pasbyxLiux, MOYEpPHEBLUMX CKaMeikax, YXOAWN B NOLUMHY, Nexan Ha Cblpow
COroMme B Luanalle, Ha TOM caMOM MecTe, rae nexan ¢ Anexkon. OT xonoga, OT NeAsHoON CbipOCTU Bo3ayxa 60nbLune pyku
€ro nocuHenu, rybbl CTanu nurnoBbIMM, CMEpTENbHO BreaHoe NUUO C NPOBanMBLUMMIA LLEKAMV NMPUHANO (DMONETOBBIN
oTTeHoK. OH nexan Ha CnuHe, NOMOXMB HOra Ha HOry, a PyKu NOA ronoBy, AWKO YCTaBMBLUMCH B YEPHYIO COSNIOMEHHYHO
KpbILy, C KOTOPOM Majanu KpynHble pxaBble kannu. MoTOM CKymbl €ro CTUCKMBaNWCh, 6poBK HauvMHanm npbiratb. OH
MOPbIBUCTO BCKakWBan, BbITacKuBan U3 kapmaHa LUTaHOB YXe CTO pa3 MpoYUTaHHOe, MCMaykaHHOe U U3MSTOE MUCbMO,
Mony4yeHHOe BYepa NO3QHO BeYepoMm, — MpKBe3 3emnemep, No Aeny npuexaslwinii B ycagbby Ha HECKONMbKO AHEN, —
ONsATb, B CTO NEPBbIN pas, XafHo noxuparn ero:

«[Joporoi Muts, He noMmuHanTe nnxom, 3abyabTe, 3abyabTe BCe, YTO BbINo! A gypHas, 51 ragkas, UcrnopyeHHas, s
HeA0CTONHa Bac, HO A 6e3ymHO o6t nckyceTso! A pewnnack, xpebuin GpoLeH, 1 ye3xa — Bbl 3HaeTe C KeM... Bbl
YYTKWIA, Bbl YMHBI, Bbl MOMETE MEHSI, YMONSI0, HE My4b cebs 1 MeHs! He nuwwimn MHe Huyero, 310 6ecnonesHo!»



[onas go atoro mecta, MUTs KOMKan nUCbMO U, YTKHYBLUMCh MALOM B MOKPYO CONoMy, GelueHo cTuckueas 3yl
3axnebbiBancs OT pbigaHuMn. JTO HEYasiHHOE Thbl, KOTOPOE Tak CTPalHO HanmoMWHano M faxe Kak 6yato onsTb
BOCCTaHaBMNMBaso ux 6nn3ocTb 1 3anvBano cepaLle HeCTEPMMMON HEXHOCTLIO, — 3TO ObIno Bbile YeroBeyeckux cun! A
PSAAOM C 3TUM Thbl — 3TO TBEpPAOE 3asBMeHWe, YTO Aaxe nucatb en Tenepb 6ecnonesHo! O, ga, Aa, OH 3TO 3Hanm;
BecnonesHo! Bce KOHYEHO 1 KOHYEHO HaBeKM!

Mepen BevepoM A0XAb, OOPYLUMBLUMIACA HA Caf C YAECATEPEHHONW CUMON M C HEOXMAAHHBIMU yAapamu rpoma,
norHan ero HakoHel B 4OM. MoOKpbIi ¢ ronoBbl 4O HOr, He nonagas 3yb Ha 3yb OT neasHoOW ApOXu BO BCEM Terne, OH
BbIFMSIHYN U3-NOA AEPEBLEB W, YOEeaMBLUMCh, YTO €70 HUKTO He BWUAWUT, Npobexan noj CBOE OKHO, CHAaPYXW MPUNOAHAN
pamy, — pama 6bina CTapuHHas, ¢ NOAbEMHON MOMOBUHON, — 1, BCKOYMB B KOMHATY, 3anep ABEepb Ha KNtoy 1 Bpocuncs Ha
KpoBaTb.

W ctano 6bicTpo TemHeTb. [Joxab LWymen noBCoay — W MO Kpblle, U BOKPYr AoMa, u B cagy. LUym ero 6bin
[BOVHOWN, pasHblid, — B caly OAMH, BO3Ne A0Ma, NOA HENMPEPbIBHOE XypyaHue W nrneck xenobos, NMBLLMX BOAY B NyXK1, —
apyron. W ato cosgasano Ans Muti, MrHOBEHHO BMaBLUErO B NIETApruyeckoe oueneHeHue, HeoOBbACHUMYKD TPeBory W
BMECTE C XapoM, KOTOPbIM Mblfiasnin ero Ho3ApW, ero plxaHue, rofnosa, norpyxano ero TOY4HO B HAPKO3, CO3AaBaro Kakou-
TO Kak 6yaTo Apyron Mup, Kakoe-To Apyroe npeaBedepHee BpeMs B KaKOM-TO kak GyATo YyxoM, ApyroMm AoMe, B KOTOPOM
BbINo yxacHoe NpeayyBCTBIe Yero-To.

OH 3Han, OH YyBCTBOBAJS1, YTO OH B CBOEM KOMHATe, Y& MOYTU TEMHOW OT JOXASA W HACTynaloLero Beyepa, 4to
TaMm, B 3are, 3a YanHbIM CTONOM, ChbILUHbI rofiloca Mambl, AHK, KOCTu 1 3emnemMepa, Ho BMECTE C TEM YXe LLUEN Mo KakoMy-
TO Yy>KOMY AOMY BCMef 3a YXOAMBLUEN OT HETO MOSIOAOM HSHBKOM, W €ro OXBaTbiBan HEODBACHUMBIN, BCE pacTyLLuiA yxac,
CMELLaHHbIA, OQHAKO, C BOXAENEeHWeM, C NpeayyBcTBueM BrmsocTn Koro-1o ¢ kem-To, 6rm3ocTu, B KOTOPOW ObIfo YTO-TO
NPOTUBOECTECTBEHHO-OMEP3UTENBHOE, HO B KOTOPOW OH W CaM Kak-TO yyacTBoBan. YyBCTBOBANOCb Xe BCE 3TO Yepes
nocpeactBo pebeHka ¢ Gonbwum GenbiM NULOM, KOTOPOro, MEpPerHyBLUMCb Hasad, Hecna Ha pykax W ykauusana
MOSIo€eHbKas HaHbka. MuTs cnewwnn oborHath ee, 060rHan 1 yxe X0Ten 3arnsaHyTb el B MU0, — He AneHka nn 3To, — HO
HEOXWUAaHHO O4yTUICA B CYMPAYHOW MMMHA3M4YeCKOM KITacCHOM KOMHATe C 3aMa3aHHbIMU MeSIoM cTeknamu. Ta, YTo ctosna
B HeW mepes KOMOAOM, Nepeq 3epkanom, He Morfia ero BugeTb, — OH BApYr cTan Heeuaum. OHa Obina B LUENKOBOW
XENTON HUXHEN tobke, NNOTHO obneratoLleit okpyrnble 6eapa, B Tyenbkax Ha BbICOKMX kabnyykax, B TOHKMX aXypHbIX
YepHbIX Yymnkax, CKBO3b KOTOPbIE MPOCBEYMBANO TeNo, U OHa, cnagko pobes u CTblgsch, 3Hana, 4to ceivac byaet. OHa
yXe ycnena cnpstatb pebeHka B Ak komoga. MNepekuHys Kocy Yepes nneyo, oHa BbICTPO 3annertana ee u, KOCACh Ha
ABEpb, MMsgena B 3epkano, rae oTpaxanocb €e NpunyapeHHOe NNYMKO, OOHAKEHHbIE MMeYn W MreyHo-ronybble, ¢
PO30BbIMM COCKaMW, ManeHbkue rpyau. [1Bepb pacnaxHynacb — v, 60ApPO ¥ XYTKO OrMsAbIBasiCb, BOWES rOCNOAMH B
CMOKMHre, ¢ BecKpOBHBIM BPUTLIM IULIOM, C YEPHBIMW U KOPOTKUMW KypyaBbiMi Boriocamit. OH BbIHYM MAOCKUA 30510TOM
noptcurap, ctan pasesaaHo 3akypueatb. OHa, fonneTas kocy, pobko CMOTpena Ha Hero, 3Has ero Lenb, NOTOM LUBbIPHYNa
KOCY Ha Mnreyo, NogHsina ronble pyku... OH CHUCXOAMTENBHO OOHSAN ee 3a Tanui — 1 OHa OXBaTWMa ero LEt, NokasblBas
CBOM TEMHbIE NOAMbILLKY, NMPUIbHYNA K HEMY, CipsiTana Nnuo Ha ero rpyau. ..

XXIX

W Muta ouHyncs, BeCcb B MOTY, C NOTPSICAIOLLE SCHBIM CO3HAHWEM, YTO OH MOrmb, YTO0 B MUPE TaK YyAOBMLLHO
Be3HageXHO 1 MpayYHo, Kak He MOXET ObITb 1 B NpencnogHei, 3a Morunoit. B komHaTe Gbina TbMa, 3a OKHaMW LyMEeno W
nneckanoch, 1 3TOT WYM W NAecK ObiNM HeCTEPNUMBI (gaxe OZHUM CBOWUM 3BYKOM) ANS Tefa, CMOWb ApoXallero ot
03Hoba. Bcero xe HecTepnumee 1 yxacHee bbina YyaoBuMLLHAS NPOTUBOECTECTBEHHOCTb YEMOBEYECKOrO COUTUSI, KOTOPOE
kak ByA4TO M OH TONBKO YTO pasgenun ¢ 6puTbiM rocnognHoM. M3 3anbl 6binn CribilHbI rofioca 1 cMex. V1 oHW Bbin yXKacHb
W NPOTUBOECTECTBEHHbI CBOEN OTHYXOEHHOCTBIO OT HEro, rpyboCTbl0 XM3HW, €e paBHOAyWwMeM, GecrowagHoCTbo K
Hemy...

— Kats! — ckasan oH, cagscb Ha KposaTu, cobpacbiBas ¢ Hee Horn. — Kats, YTo xe 9T0 Takoe! — ckasan OH
BCINyX, COBEPLUEHHO YBEPEHHbIN, YTO OHA CIbILUMT €ro, YTO OHa 3[4EeCb, YTO OHA MOMYUT, HE OT3bIBAETCS TOMbKO MOTOMY,
4TO Cama pasfasfieHa, cama NoHUMAET HenonpaBMUMbIN yXXac BCero TOro, YTo OHa Hagenana. — AXx, Bce paBHo, Kata, —
MpOLLenTan OH ropbKO U HEXHO, Xenasi ckasaTb, YTO OH NPOCTUT el BCe, NULb Bbl OHA MO-MPEeXHEMY KWHyNach K Hemy,
4TOObl OHW BMECTE MOFMM CMacTUCh, — CMacTW CBOK NMPEKpacHyt NobOBb B TOM MPEKpaCcHeWWweM BECEHHEM MUPE,
KOTOpbI eLLe Tak HegaBHO Obin nogobeH pato. Ho, npowenTas: «AXx, BCe paBHO, Kataly — OH TOTYaC e MOHsN, YTO HeT,
He BCE paBHO, YTO CraceHusl, BO3BpaTa K TOMY AWBHOMY BUAEHMIO, YTO AaHO Obino emy korga-to B LaxoBckom, Ha
BankoHe, 3apoCLLEM KaCMUHOM, YK€ HET, He MOXET BbITb, M TUXO 3annakan oT 6onu, pa3amparoLen ero rpyab.

OHa, ata 6onb, Bblna Tak CuUnbHa, Tak HECTEpNMMAa, YTO, He AyMas, YTO OH AenaeT, He CO3HaBasi, YTO W3 BCEro
9TOrO BbIMAET, CTPACTHO Xenas TONbKO OAHOMO — XOTb Ha MUHYTY U306aBUTLCS OT HEE M HE NMOMACTb ONSATb B TOT YXKaCHbIN
MW, TOe OH NPOBEN BECb AEHb M Iae OH TOMbKO YTO Obi B CAMOM Y)XaCHOM 1 OTBPATHOM M3 BCEX 3EMHbIX CHOB, OH



HalLapur U OTOABMHYI SILYMK HOYHOMO CTONWKA, NOAMAN XOMOAHbINA U TSXKENbI KOM peBonbBepa W, riyboko N pafocTHO
B3/I0XHYB, PaCKpPbIN POT U C CUNONA, C HAaCNaXaeHUEM BbICTPENNN.



