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maBa nepBas

MHoM pa3 B Hawmx mMecTax 3aJaloTCa Takme xapakTtepbl, YTO Kak Obl MHOMO MeT HWU MPOLUMO CO BCTPEYM C HUMU, O
HEKOTOPbIX U3 HUX HMKOrda He BCMOMHMLWb 6e3 gywieBHoro Tpeneta. K yMcny Takmx xapakTepoB MpUHagNexXuT Kyrneyeckas
*eHa KaTtepuHa JlbBoBHa M3amannosa, pasbirpasluas Hekorga CTpallHyo gpamy, nocrie KOTOpon Halwn ABOPSAHE, C Ybero-1o
nerkoro crosa, ctanu 3saTb ee neau Mak6et MueHckoro yesga.

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa He pogunachb KpacaBuuen, HO Obifa Mo HapY)XHOCTU XEHLMHA OYeHb NpusaTHasa. En ot poay wen
BCEro ABaauaTb YeTBEPTbIA rof; poCTy OHa Oblfla HEBLICOKOrO, HO CTPOWHAs, Less TOYHO M3 MpamMopa BbITOYEHHas, nieyn
Kpyrnble, rpyab Kpenkasi, HOCMK NPsIMOW, TOHEHbKWI, rnasa YepHble, XuBble, O6enbii BbICOKUIA 06 U YepHble, aX OOCUHS
YepHble Bonockl. Bolganu ee 3amyx 3a Hawero kynua Wamawmnosa c¢ Tyckapwm ns Kypckown rybepHun, He no nobBu mnum
KakoMmy BMeYeHuio, a Tak, noTomy 4To M3mamnos kK Hem npuceaTtancs, a oHa Obina gesywka 6egHas, n nepebupatb
XEHMXamun e He npuxoaunocb. [Jom M3amannoBbix B Hawem ropoge Obil HE NOCneaHWi: TOproBanu OHW Kpyn4vaTKoto,
aepxanu B yesae 60nbluyl0 MeNbHULY B apeHae, MMenn AOXOOHbIN caf nog ropodom U B ropoge AOM xopolimin. Boobule
Kynubl 6binn 3axnTouvHble. CeMbs y HUX K TOMY Xe Obina coBcem Hebonbluas: ceekop bopuc Tumodpeny N3amarinos, yenosek
VXK NneT noa BOCEMbAECAT, AaBHO BAOBbIN; CbiH ero 3mHoBun Bopuckld, myx KatepuHbl JIbBOBHbI, 4YernoBek TOxe net
NATMOECHATM C NUWKOoM, Aa cama KaTepuHa JlbBOBHa, U Tonbko Bcero. Oeten y KatepuHbl JIbBOBHbI, NATbIA rof, Kak oHa
Bbilma 3a 3mMHoBuSA Bbopucklya, He 6bino. Y 3nHoBua Bopucbiya He ObINo AeTen 1 OT NEPBOW >KEHbl, C KOTOPOK OH MPOXWUN
neT gBaguaTh, Npexae Yem oBOOBeN U xeHwunca Ha KatepuHe JlbBoBHe. [lyman oH u Hageancs, 4to gact emy 6or xoTb oT
BTOporo Opaka HacrnegHuka Kyneyeckomy WMEHW W KanuTarny; HO onATb eMy B 3ToMm M ¢ KatepuHow JlbBOBHOW He
noc4acTnnBMMIOCh.

Be3geTHOCTb aTa o4eHb MHOro oropyana 3mHoBua Bopuckiya, n He TO YTo ogHoro 3uHoBusa Bopucklya, a u cTapuka
Bopuca Tumodeunya, ga gaxe n camoé KarepuHy JIbBOBHYy 3TO O4eHb neyanuno. Pas, 4to ckyka HEMOMepHas B 3anepTom
Kyrneyeckom TepemMy C BbICOKMM 3ab60pOM M CMYLLEHHbIMU LeNHbIMU cobakamu He pa3 HaBoAmMNa Ha MOMOAYI0 Kyn4ymxy TOCKY,
JoXxo4sLLYI0 00 ofypuy, U OHa paga Obl, 60r BeCTb Kak paga Obl OHa Gbina NOHAHYUTLCSA C AETOYKOMW; @ APYroe — 1 Nonpekn en
Hagoenu: «Yero wna ga 3a4em Luna 3amMyx; 3a4em 3aBs3ana yenoseky cyabby, Hepyauuay», CIOBHO U B CamMOM [ene OHa
NpecTynneHne Kakoe caenana u nepea My>xem, 1 nepen CBEKpoM, 1 nepen BCEM UX YECTHbIM POAOM KyneveCKUM.

Mpu BCcem goBonbcTBE M Jobpe *uUTbe KaTepuHbl JIbBOBHBI B CBEKPOBOM [oMe ObiNo camoe ckyyHoe. B roctu oHa
e3xana marno, fja U To ecnn 1 NoefeT OoHa C MY>XeM Mo CBOEeMy KyrneyecTBy, Tak TOXe He Ha pagocTb. Hapoa Bce cTporuii:
HabnOalT, kKak OHa CSAAET, Oa Kak NpoWAeT, Kak BCTaHeT; ay KaTepuHbl JIbBOBHbI xapakTtep Obin NbIKURA, W, XUBSA
OeBylikon B 6egHOCTM, OHa MpuMBbIKNA K MNpocToTe U cBoboge: npobexaTtb Obl C BegpamMy Ha peky Aa nokynaTbesi Obl B
pyballke nog npucTaHblo uMnu obcbinate Yepes KanuTKy MPOXOXEero Morodua MoACONHEYHO fy3row; a TYT BCce MHaue.
BcTaHyT cBEKOp C MyXeM paHEeXOHbKO, HamblTCA B LLECTb 4acoB yTpa 4ako, Aa U No CBOMM JeniaM, a OHa ofHa CroHseT
CNOHbI U3 KOMHaTbI B KOMHaTy. Besge uncTo, Be3ge TMXO M NycTo, NaMnagbl cusioT nepeq obpasamu, a HAr4e no JoMy Hu
3BYyKa XXMBOrO, HX rofloca 4YernoBevecKoro.

MoxoauT, noxogut KatepnHa JIbBoBHa No MyCTbIM KOMHaTaM, HA4YHET 3eBaTb CO CKYKU U NONie3eT Mo JIeCEHKe B CBOK
CYMPYXXECKYH0 OMOYMBaribHIO, YCTPOEHHYK Ha BbICOKOM HEDOMbLIOM ME30HUHYMKE. TyT TOXEe MocuauT, nornaseer, Kak y
am0apoB NeHbKy BeLlalT MIM KpynyaTKy, CCbIMaktoT, — ONATb €M 3eBHETCS, OHa W paja: NPUKOPHET 4YacoK-Apyrow, a
MPOCHETCH — ONATb Ta e CKyKa pycCKasi, CKyKa Kyrnedeckoro JomMa, OT KOTOPOW BECEeno, roBOpAT, AaXe yaaBuTbecs. YuTatb
KatepuHa JlbBoBHa Obina He OXOTHULA, AA U KHUT K TOMY X, OKPOMSI KWEBCKOIO naTepuka, B JOMe UX HE BblIno.

Cky4HOL0 U3Hbto Xunocb KatepuHe JIbBoBHE B HOraTom CBEKPOBOM [OME B TEYEHUE LIEMbIX MATU NET €€ XM3HM 3a
HenackoBbIM MYXXEM; HO HUKTO, Kak BOOUTCSH, He obpallan Ha 3Ty CKyKy ee H1 MarnemnLero BHUMaHus.

maBa BTOpas

Ha wecTtyto BecHy KatepuHbl JIbBOBHUMHOIO 3aMyXecTBa y VI3MannoBbix NpopBano MefbHUYHY nioTuHy. PaboTsl Ha
Ty MOPY, Kak HApO4HO, Ha MefbHWUY ObINO 3aBE3eHO MHOro, a NpopBa yYMHUIIACb OrpoMHasi: BoAa ywifa Mog HWKHWUA
NeXeHb XONOCTOM CKPbIHW, U 3axBaTUTb €€ CKOPOW PYKOW HWKak He yaasanocb. CorHan 3uHoBuMi Bopuckiy Hapoay Ha
MenbHULY C LEenon oKpyrn u cam Tam cugen 6e30TnyyHo; ropoackue gena yx oguH ctapuk npasun, a KatepuHa JlbBoBHa
Masiniacb JoMa Mo uernbiM OHAM ofHa-oauHelleHbka. CHavyana en 6e3 Myxa elle ckydHen Obino, a TyT OyaTo gaxe Kak u
nyywe nokasanocb: cBobogHee e ogHou ctano. Cepaue ee K HeMy HMKoraa ocobeHHo He nexano, a 6e3 Hero no KpanHen
Mepe OOHUM KOMaHOMPOM Haf Hel cTano MeHbLue.



Cupena pas KaTepuHa JIbBoBHa y cebs Ha BbllKe MOA OKOLLEYKOM, 3eBana-sesana, HU O Yem onpeferieHHOM He
aymas, Aa u CTbIQHO €N, HaKoHeL, 3eBaTb cTano. A Ha gBope noroga Takas YygecHas: Tensno, CBETNO, BECENOo, U CKBO3b
3eneHyo AepeBsaHHY0 peLleTKy caga BUOHO, Kak No AepeBbsM C Cyvka Ha CY4OK nepenapxvmBaroT pasHble NTUYKK.

«YTO 37O A B camMoM fene passeBanacb? — nogymana KatepuHa JlbBoBHa. — CeM-Hy A XOTb BCTaHy No ABOPY MOrynsio
Unu B cag Npongycb.

HakuHyna Ha cebs KaTepuHa JIbBOBHa CTapyto LUTOGHYH LWYyBOYKy 1 BbILLIA.

Ha gBope Tak CBETIO M KPEMKO AbILWTCSA, a Ha ranepee y ambapoB TakoW XOXOT BeCesbl CTOUT.

— Yero 370 BbI TaK pagyetecb? — cnpocuna KatepuHa JIbBoOBHa CBEKPOBbLIX MPUKa34MKOB.

— A BoT, MaTywka KatepuHa VinbBoBHA, CBMHbBIO XMBYIO Bellanu, — 0TBeYan en ctapbii Npukas4uk.

— Kakyto cBUHbIO?

— A BOT CBMHbIO AKCMHbIO, YTO poauna cblHa Bacunbs ga He nossBana Hac Ha KPeCTUHbl, — CMEno U BECEeno
pacckasbiBan Monogel, ¢ Aep3KUM KpacuBbIM MLOM, OBpaMeHHbIM YepHbIMU Kak CMOSb KyApsMuU U efBa npobusatoLuencs
©opoaKon.

N3 My4yHOWM kagu, NpMBELLEHHOW K BECOBOMY KOPOMbICAY, B 3Ty MUHYTY BbIrNISAHYNa TONCTas poxa PyMSHOW KyxXapku
AKCUHBMW.

—UepTu, ObABOMbLI rMagkue, — pyranacb Kyxapka, CTapasCb CXBaTUTbCHA 3a Xene3Hoe KOPOMBLICIO W BbINe3Tb U3
packaymBaroLLencs kagu.

— Bocemb nygoB go obeda TAHET, a MMXTUPb CeHa CbECT, Tak U FMpb HEOOCTaHeT, — ONATb OOBACHAN KpacuBbIN
MonogeL 1, NoOBEPHYB Kadb, BbIOPOCKIT KyXapKy Ha CITIOXXEHHOE B yrie Kynbe.

Baba, wyTtnmBo pyrasce, Ha4ana onpaBnATbLCS.

— Hy-ka, a ckonbko Bo MHe ByaeTt? — nowyTtuna KatepuHa JIbBOBHa 1, B3SIBLUUCh 3a BEPEBKM, CTana Ha JOCKY.

— Tpy nyga cemb byHTOB, — oTBeYan TOT Xe kpacusbli Monogeu, Ceprew, 6pocuB rMpb Ha BECOBYH CKanmy. —
HvkoBuHa!

— Yemy X Tbl AMBYyeLLbCA?

— [a yto Tpu nyga B Bac notaHyno, KatepmnHa UnbBoBHa. Bac, A Tak paccyxaato, uenbin AeHb Ha pykax HOCUTb Hagdo —
M TO HEe YMOPMULLbCS, @ TONbKO 3a YAOBOMbCTBME 3TO Byaellb ans cebsa 4yBCTBOBaTD.

— Y10 X 4, He yenosek, 4To NMn? Hebocb ToXe yCTaHellb, — OTBETWUNA, Crerka KpacHes, OTBbIKLIAsA OT Takux pedew
KatepuHa JlbBOBHa, 4yBCTBYs BHe3anHbli MPUNUB >XenaHus pas3bontartbCid M HaroBOpPUTbLCA COBamMu BecenbiMh U
LWYTNUBbLIMMU.

— Hun 6oxxe moni! B ApaButo cyacTnmueyto 3aHec bbl, — oTBevan e Cepreii Ha ee 3amevaHue.

— He Tak Tbl, MONogeL, paccyxaaellb, — FOBOPWI CCbIMaBLUMA MY>XWYOK. — YTO eCcTb Takoe B Hac TAxecTb? Pa3ge Teno
Halle TAHET? Teno Halle, MUMbIA YESOBEK, Ha BECY HUYETO HE 3HAYMT: CuMna Hawa, cuna TAHeT — He Teno!

— [a, a B geBKax cTpacTb cunbHa 6bina, — ckasana, onATb He yTepnes, KaTepuHa JlbBoBHa. — MeHs gaxe Myx4yuHa He
BCSAKUIW ogonesarn.

— A Hy-C, MO3BOMbTE PYYKY, ECNN KaK 3TO NpasAa, — MONPOCUI KpacuBebI Morogel,.

KatepuHa JlbBOBHa cmMyTunack, HO NPOTAHYMA PYKY.

— On, nyctn kombuo: 6onbHO! — BCckpukHyna KatepuHa JlbBoBHa, korga Cepren cxkanm B CBOEN pyke ee pyky, U
CcBOOOHOK PYKOIK TOSKHYMa €ro B rpyab.

Monogeuy, BbiNyCTWUMN XO35MKUHY PYKY W OT ee Tonyka oTrneTen Ha [Ba Lara B CTOPOHY.

— H-ga, BOT Thl 1 paccyxai; Y4To XeHLUMHa, — YAUBUICH MY>XUYOK.

— HerT, a Bbl N03BOMbTE TaK B35ATbCS, HA-00pKK, — OTHOCUICSA, packuabiBasi kyapw, Cepera.

— Hy, 6epucb, — oTBETUNA, pa3BecenmBLINCh, KaTepyHa JIbBOBHa 1M NpunogHsania KBEpXy CBOW JIOKOTOYKN.

Cepreii 0OHAN MOMOAYIO XO3ANKY U Npwbkan ee TBEPAYIO rpyAb K CBOew KpacHow pybaluke. KatepyHa JIbBoBHA TOMNBKO
ObIno noweBenbHyna nnedvamun, a Ceprer NpUNogHAN ee OT MNony, NoAepXan Ha pykax, cxan M nocagui TUXOHbKO Ha
OMNPOKUHYTYIO MEPKY.

KatepuHa JIbBOBHa He ycnena gaxe pacnopsgutbCs CBOEK XBaneHow cunoto. KpacHas-packpacHas, nonpasuna oHa,
CvAsa Ha Mepke, CBanvBLLYIOCS C nneyva wyoBky 1 TMxo nowna u3 ambapa, a Ceprert MONogeLKn KalwnsaHyn U KPUKHYM:

— Hy BbI, onyxu uaps HebecHoro! Cbinb, He 3eBan, rpebnb He 3aman; GyoyT BEPLUKMX, HALLM FIULLKW.

ByaTo kak oH 1 BHMMaHus He obpaTun Ha To, Y4TO cenyac Obino.

— AeBnuyp aT1oT npoknAThin Cepexkal — pacckasbiBana, nneTack 3a KatepuHown J1bBOBHON, Kyxapka AKCUHbS. — Becem
BOp B3§S1 — YTO POCTOM, YTO NULIOM, YTO KpacoTon. Kakyto Tbl XOYeLLb XeHYMHY, cenvac oH ee, nogneL, ynectuT, U ynecTuT,
1 [o rpexa goseaeTt. A UYTO YK HEMOCTOSIHHBIW, NoAneL, NPeHeNnoCTOSAHHbIN-HENOCTOAHHbIN!

— A Tbl, AKCUHbBSL... TOTO, — FOBOPMIIA, Nay4un Bnepean ee, Morogas xo3sika, — Manb4Yuk-T1o TBOM y Tebst xuB?

— KuB, MaTyLLKa, XMUB — 4YTO eMy! '1e OHU HE HYXHbI-TO KOMY, Y TEX OHU Be[b XUBYLLM.

— W oTkypna a10 OH y TEBS?

— W-n! Tak, ryneson — Ha Hapofe Befb XMBeLb-TO — ryneBoMn.

— [laBHO OH y Hac, 3TOT monogeu?

— K10 3107 Cepren-to, uto nn?

— [a.

— C mecsay byget. Y Kon4yoHOBLIX 4ONPEX CRY>XWUI, Tak MPOrHan ero Xo3suH. — AKCMHbS NOHM3UIIa ronoc 1n gockasana:
— CkasblBatoT, C CaMOn C X0351Kow B NobBu 6bin... Beab BOT, TpeaHademckas ero gylia, kakon cmenbii!

maBa TpeTbs



Tennble MOMOYHbIE CYMEPKU CTOANU Hag ropodom. 3uHoBuU Bopuckiy elle He Bo3Bpallancs ¢ nonpyaku. Ceekpa
Bopuca Tumodenya Toxe He GbINO AOMa: noexan K CTapoMmy MpUATENO Ha MMEHWHbI, AaXe U K Y)XUHY 3akasan cebsa He
poxunpatecs. KatepuHa JIbBOBHa OT Heyero genatb paHO NoBeyrpuna, OTKpbina y cebs Ha BbIlLKe OKOLLUEYKO U, NPUCIIOHACH
K KOCSIKY, LienyLlimna noacosiHeYHble 3epHbILWKN. Jlioan B KyXHE NOY>XUHANu U pacxoaunuck no ABOPY chaTb: KTO NoA capau,
KTO K ambapaM, KTO Ha BbICOKME AyluncTble ceHoBanbl. [Mo3xe Bcex Bbiwen u3 KyxHu Ceprer. OH noxogwun no ABopy,
CNyCTuI UenHbix cobak, mocBucTan v, Npoxoas MUMo okHa KatepwuHbl JIbBOBHbI, NOrNsAen Ha Hee U HA3KO el NMOKITOHWIICS.

— 3OpaBcTBYW, — TUXO CKka3arna eMy ¢ CBoew BbilwkM KaTepuHa JIbBOBHA, 1 ABOP CMOJSIK, CIIOBHO MYCThIHS.

— CypapbiHs! — NpoM3HeC KTO-TO Ypes3 ABe MUHYTHI y 3anepTon asepu KatepuHbl JIbBOBHBI.

— K10 310? — ncnyraBwuce, cnpocuna KatepuHa JlbBOBHa.

— He n3BonbTe nyratbes: 370 5, Cepren, — oTBeYan npukasyuk.

— Yto Tebe, Ceprew, Hy>XHO?

— Henbue k Bam, KaTtepuHa NnbBOBHA, MMED: NPOCUTbL Ballly MUIIOCTb 00 O4HON MarocTu ernato; No3BONbTE B30OWTH
Ha MUHYTY.

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa noBepHyna kntod 1 Bnyctuna Cepres.

— Yto Tebe? — cnpocuna oHa, cama OTXOAS K OKOLLKY.

—MNpuwen k Bam, KatepuHa MinbBoBHa, NOMpocUTb, HET NN Yy Bac KaKOM-HUOyAb KHWKEeYKM noumtatb. CKyka OYeHb
ogoneBaer.

— Y meHsi, Cepren, HET HMKAKUX KHIDKEK: HE YnTalo g nx, — otBeyana KatepuHa JIeBoBHa.

— Takas ckyka, — »anosancs Ceprei.

— Yero Tebe ckyyaTb!

— MomunynTe, Kak He CKy4aTb: YENOBEK A MOJIOL4OM, XMBEM Mbl CITOBHO Kak B MOHAacCTbipe KakoM, a Brnepes BuMAMLIb
TONMbKO TO, YTO, MOXeT ObITb, 4O rPoOOBOV AOCKM OOIDKEH MponagaTb B TakOM oauHodecTBe. [axe oTyasiHbe WMHorga
npuxoaumT.

— Yero X Tbl He XeHNLWbCA?

— Jlerko ckasaTb, cydapblH4, XeHUTbca! Ha Kom TyT eHnTbes? HYenosek S He3HaUUTENbHbIN; XO3aNCcKasa 004Yb 32 MEHSs
He nongeTt, a no 6egHocTu Bece y Hac, KatepyHa MinbBOBHA, Bbl CamMy N3BONWUTE 3HaTb, HEOBPa3oBaHHOCTL. Pa3Be oHe moryT
470 06 Nto6BM NoHMMAaTBL Kak cnegyeT! BoT n3sonuTe BMaeTh, Kakoe nxHee n'y boraTbix-To NoHATME. BOT Bbl, MOXHO cKa3aTb,
Ka)kgoMy OpYyromy YernoBeky, KOTopbii cebst YyBCTBYeT, B yTelleHWe Obl TOMbKO AN Hero Obinv, a Bbl Y HUX Tenepb Kak
KaHapelnka B KneTke coaepXunTechb.

— [la, MHe cky4yHO, — copBanocb Yy KaTtepuHbl J1bBOBHbI.

— Kak He ckyyaTb, cygapblHS, B 9Takon Xn3Hu! Xowa 6bl gaxe 1 npeameT Kakon y Bac Obll CO CTOPOHbI, TaK, Kak
Apyrue npoyne genaT, Tak BaMm U BUAETbCS C HUM axXe HEBO3MOXHO.

— Hy aT10 Thl... He To coBceM. MHe BOT, korga 6 a cebe pebeHouka 6bl poanna, BOT 6bl MHE C HUM, KaXeTCs, U BECENo
cTano.

— [a Begb 9T0, NO3BONbTE BaM AOMOXUTb, CyAapblHA, BeAb U PeDEeHOK TOXe OT Yero-Hmbyab Toxe GbiBaeT, a He Tak
Xe. HewTo Tenepb, MO X035€BaM CTOSIbKO NET XMBLUM M HA 34aKYH XXEHCKYI XU3Hb MO KyMNeyecTBy rMsA4H04M, Mbl TOXE He
noHumaem? lNecHsa noetcsa: «b6e3 muna gpyxka obysmna rpycTb-TOCKa», M 3Ta Tocka, Aonoxy Bam, KatepuHa VnbBoBHa,
cobGCTBEHHOMY MOEMy cepAuy CTOMb, MOry cKasaTb, YyBCTBUTENbHA, YTO BOT B3N Obl A ero Bbipe3an OynaTHbIM HOXOM K3
Moew rpyau n 6pocun Obl k BalMM HOXKaM. M nerde, cto pas nerye 6bl MHe Torga 6bino. ..

Y Cepres 3agpoxan ronoc:

— YT0 3TO Thl MHE TYT NPO CBOE cepAue cka3sbiBaelb? MHe 3T0 HU k YeMy. Mian Tbl cebe...

— Hert, nosBonbTe, cyaapblHs, — npousHec Cepren, Tpenella BceM TernoM 1 genas war k KatepuHe JlbBoBHe. — 3Hato
S, BUXY 1 OYEHb Jaxke YyBCTBYIO U NMOHMMAL0, YTO 1 BaM He rnerye Moero Ha cBeTe; HY TONbKO Tenepb, — NPOU3HEC OH OOHUM
npuabiXxaHMeMm, — Tenepb BCE 3TO COCTOUT B 9TY MUHYTY B BaLUMX pyKax U B BaLLEl BracTu.

— Tbl yero? yero? Yero Tbl Nnpuwen kKo MHe? A 3a okHO 6pollyck, — roBopuna KatepuHa JIbBOBHa, 4yBCTBYS cebs nog
HECHOCHO0 BMacTbi HEOMUCYEMOro CTpaxa, M CXBAaTUIACh PYKOK 3@ MNOLOKOHHMLLY.

— XKn3Hb Tbl MOsi HecpaBHeHHas! Ha 4To Tebe OpocaTbca? — pasBaA3HO npowentan Ceprevi 1, OTOpBaB MOJIOAYHO
XO35MKYy OT OKHa, Kpernko ee obHan.

— Ox! ox! nyctu, — TMxo cTtoHana KatepuHa JIbBoBHa, crnabes nog ropsynmn nouenysamm Cepresi, a cama MUMOBOJIbHO
npyvxmnmanacs K ero moryyemn curype.

Cepreii nogHsn xo3siky, kKak pebeHka, Ha pyku 1 yHec ee B TEMHBIN yror.

B komHaTe HacTynuno 6e3mornBeue, HapyLlaBLIEECs TONbKO MEPHbIM TUKAHbEM BUCEBLUMX Hag M3rofioBbEM KpoBaTw
KaTepuHbl J1bBOBHbI KapMaHHbIX YaCcOB €€ MYyXa; HO 9TO HU4YEMY He MeLlarno.

— Wawn, — roBopuna KatepuHa JIbBOBHa 4epe3 nondyaca, He cMoTps Ha Cepresa u nonpasnssd neped ManeHbKUM
3epkarnbLeM CBou pa3bpocaHHble BOMOCHI.

— Yero s Tanepuya otciogoBa nongy, — OTBeYan en c4yacTnmebiM ronocom Ceprei.

— CBekop ABepwu 3anper.

— 3x, gywa, gywa! [la kakmx Tbl 3TO MOAEN 3Hana, YTo UM TOSbKO OBEPLIO K XXeHLmHe n gopora? MHe uTo Kk Tebe, uto
oT Tebs Be3ge ABepwu, — 0TBEYan MOMOAeL, ykasbiBasd Ha CcTonbbl, NOAAEPKUBaOLLME ranepeto.

MaBa yeTBepTad



3nHoBuN bopuckiy elle Heaento He BbiBan JOMOW, M BCHO 3Ty HEAEno XeHa ero, Yto Hodb, A0 camoro 6ena ceeTa
rynana ¢ Cepreem.

MHoro 6bIn0 B 3T1 HOYM B cnanbHe 3uHOoBMSA Bopucklya 1 BUHLLA 13 CBEKPOBOro norpeba nonuto, U crnagkux cnacren
noeaeHo, U B caxapHble XO35\MKWMHbI yCTa MoLEenoBaHO, U YEepHbIMU KYAPSMUA Ha MSArKOM M3ronoBbe nourpaHo. Ho He Bce
Jopora uaeT ckatepTbio, ObiBalOT U NepebonHKN.

He cnanock Bopucy Tumodbeundy: Gnyxgan crapuk B NecTpoW CUTLEBOW pyballke No TUXOMYy AOMY, Nnogoluen K
OQHOMY OKHy, nmogowlen K gpyromy, CMOTPWT, a Mo CTonby u3-nog HEeBECTKMHA OKHA TUXO-TMXOXOHBbKO CMYCKaeTCH KHU3Y
KpacHas pybaxa monogua Cepresi. Bot 1ebe u HoBocTb! Bbickounn Bopuc Tumodeny n xeatb monogua 3a Horu. ToT
pa3BepHyrcs ObIno, YTO6 Cbe3AUTb X03sMHA OT BCEro cepAua no yxy, Aa U OCTaHOBWIICH, pacCyamB, YTO LUyM BbINET.

— CkasbiBan, — roBoput bopuc Tumodgeny, — rae Obin, BOp Thl 34aKON?

— A rge 6bin, — roBoput, — TaM MeHs1, bopuc Tumodpbeny, cyaapsb, yx HeTy, — oTBeyan Ceprei.

— Y HeBeCTKM Ho4eBan?

— Mpo T0, X039UH, ONATL-TAaKM A 3HAlO, FAe HoYeBar; a Tbl BOT 4TO, bopuc Tumodeny, Tl MOEro croea nocnyLuan: 4To,
oTey, 6bIN0, TOro Hasag He BOPOTULLb; HE Knaau X Tbl MO KpaHOCTM NO30pYy Ha CBOW Kynedeckuii oM. CkasbiBan, 4Yero Tbl OT
MeHs Tenepb xodewb? Kakoro ybnarotBopeHus xenaewb?

— Xenato 51 Tebe, acnuay, NATLCOT NNeTen 3akaTutb, — oTBeyan bopuc Tumodenu.

— Mos BuHa — TBOS Bond, — cornacuncs monogel,. — FoBopu, Kyaa natu 3a Tobow, 1 Tewwbes, Ne MOK KPOBb.

Moeen Bopuc Tumodeny Cepres B CBOH KaMEHHYHO KNadoBEHbKy, U CTeran OH €ro Harankow, noka cam w3 cwn
BbIOunca. Cepren HM CTOHa He Moar, HO 3aTO NMOJIOBMHY pyKaBa y cBoew pybaluku 3ybamu naben.

Bpocun Bopuc Tumodpenu Ceprest B knagoBoOW, NMoka B30MTasi B YyryH CMMHA 3aXMBET; CYHYJT OH €My TTIMHSIHbINA
KyBLUVMH BOAMLbI, 3anep ero 00nbLIUM 3aMKOM U Mocnar 3a CbIHOM.

Ho 3a cTto BepcT Ha Pycn no npocenoyHbiM goporam elle 1u Tenepb He CKopo e34sT, a KatepuHe JlbBoBHe 6e3 Cepres
N Yac NUWHWIA NepexuTb yxe HEBMOroTy cTano. PaseBepHynacb OHa BAPYr BO BCHO LUMPb CBOEW MPOCHYBLUENCH HaTypbl U
Takas ctana pelwwuTernbHas, YTO U YHATb ee Henb3d. [MpoBegana oHa, rge Cepren, NOroBopuna C HUM 4Yepes XKernesHyto
OBEepb 1 KMHYNachk Kroden nckatb. «[yctn, TateHbka, Cepresy, — npyLinia oHa K CBEKpY.

Crapuk Tak n noseneHen. OH HVKaK He OXwugan TakoW Harron Aep3oCTy OT COorpeluuBlIen, HO Bcerga Ao Cux nop
NMOKOPHOWN HEBECTKM.

— Yto Thl 3TO, Takasi-cskas, — Ha4an oH cpamuTb KatepuHy JIbBOBHY.

— ycTn, — roBopuT, — a1 Tebe COBECTLIO 3apy4aloChb, YTO eLLe XyA0oro MPOMEX Hac HUYEro He GbIro.

— Xygoro, — roBopuT, — He Obino! — a cam 3ybamu Tak M CKpUMUT. — A Yem Bbl TaM C HUM MO HOYaM 3anmanucb?
MoayLwkn MyXHUHbI Nepebunsann?

A Ta BCe C CBOUM MpUCTAaET: NyCTU ero ga nycru.

— A xonu Tak, — rosoput bopuc Tumodpeny, — Tak BOT e Tebe: Myx npuegeT, Mbl Tebs, YECTHYIO KEHY, CBOUMU pyKamm
Ha KOHIOLLUHE BblaepeM, a ero, nogneua, s 3aBTpa e B OCTPOr OTnpasriio.

Tem Bopuc Tumodpeny 1 nopeLnn; HO TONbKO 3TO peLleHne ero He COCTOSANOCh.

[maBa natasa

Moen Bopuc TuModeny Ha HOYb FPUOKOB C KalUWLIEN, U HAYanacb Y HEro M3Xora; BOpYr CXBATUIIO €ro nog, NoXe4vKow;
PBOTbI CTPaLUHble MOAHANUCHL, U K YTPY OH YMep, U Kak pa3 Tak, Kak ymMupanu y Hero B ambapax KpbiCbl, Afsl KOTOPbIX
KatepuHa JIbBOBHa Bcerga cBOMMM COOCTBEHHBLIMU pykamy MpUrotoBnsna ocoboe KylwaHbe C MOPYYEeHHbIM €€ XpPaHEHUHO
onacHbIM 6enbiM NOPOLLKOM.

Beipyunna KatepuHa JlbBoBHa cBoero Cepresi M3 CTapuvKOBCKOW KaMeHHOW KragoBon u 6e3 BcsKoro 3asopa oT
NIOACKMX OYeN ynoxuna ero oTabixaTb OT CBEKPOBbIX MOOGOEB Ha MyXHWMHOW nocTtenu; a ceekpa, bopuca Tumodpenua,
HUYTOXE CYMHSICS, CXOPOHUNN NO 3aKOHY XPUCTUAHCKOMY. [JUBHbIM AEernOM HUKOMY U HEBOOMEK Hu4ero ctano: ymep bopuc
Tumodbeny, ga n ymep, noesLun rpubkos, kak MHOrue, noesLwmn ux, ymmpatoTt. CxopoHunu bopuca Tumocdpbeunya cnewwHo, gaxe
N CblHA He OOXOABLUMCb, MOTOMY YTO BpeMsi CTOSNO Ha ABope Tennoe, a 3vHoBMA Bopucblya nocnaHHbIM He 3acTan Ha
MenbHuue. ToMmy fnec criydyaiHo Kak-TO AeLleBO ronarcs elle BepcT 3a CTO: MOCMOTPETb ero noexan u HUKOMY MyTem He
06BbACHMI, Kyda noexarn.

CnpaBuBlwUCL C 3TMM genom, KatepuHa JIbBoBHa yX coBcem pasoLunacb. To oHa 6bina 6aba Hepobkoro gecsitka, a
TYT U HenNb3s ObINO pasragaThk, YTO Takoe oHa cebe 3agymana; XoouT Ko3blpem, BCEM NO oMy pacrnopsibkaeTcs, a Cepres Tak
oT cebsa 1 He oTnyckaeT. 3aguBunucb GbINo aTomy Mo ABopy, Aa KatepuHa JIbBOBHa BCSIKOrO cymernia HanTu CBOEN Lenpon
pyKoOW, U BCe 9TO AMBOBaHbe BAPYr cpa3y npoLino. «3aluna, — cmekanu, — y xo3arku ¢ CepreeMm anuropusi, Aa N TOMbKO. —
Ee, mon, aTo geno, ee n oTBeT ByaeTy.

A Tem BpemeHeMm Ceprein BbI3AOPOBES, Pa3orHyncs U onAaTb MonoAel, MOMOALIOM, XMBbIM KpeYeToM 3axoaurl OKoSo
KatepuHbl JIbBOBHbI, U ONSATb MOLUMO Y HUX CHOBA XuUTbe pasniobesHoe. Ho BpeMs kaTunocb He AfS HUX OAHWUX: CheLuunn
OOMOW 13 OMron OTAYYKN U OBMXKEHHBIN MYy 3MHOBUIN Bopuchiy.

[(maBa wecTtasa
Ha aBope nocne obena cTosn NéKmbin xap, U NPOBOPHAA Myxa HECHOCHO Aokyyana. KatepuHa JIbBOBHa 3aKpbifia OKHO

B CnaribHe CTaBHAMU N elle WepCTAHbIM NNaTKkoOM ero U3HyTpu 3aBecuna, ga v nerna c CepreeM OTAOOXHYTb Ha BbICOKOWN
KynequKoﬁ noctenn. Cnut n He cnut KaTepMHa JIbBOBHa, a TONbKO TaK €€ U OoMapuBaeT, Tak NMuo NyToM U obnueaetcs, n



ObILLNTCS el TakoBO ropsiyo 1 TaroctHo. YyecTByeT KaTepuHa JIbBoBHa, YTO nopa el 1 NpoCHYTbLCH; Nopa MATUM B caj Yan
NnTb, @ BCTaTb HUKaK He MoXeT. HakoHeL, Kyxapka nofoLina u B ABepb noctydana: «CamoBap, — roBOpuUT, — Noa si6MOHbI0
rnoxHeT». KaTepuHa JIbBOBHa Hacuny NpokMHynacb U Hy KOTa nackaTtb. A KOT npomexay ee ¢ Cepreem TpeTcd, Takou
CNaBHbIA, Cepbli, POCMbIN Aa MNPEeTONCTIOWMN-TONCTLIR... U YCbl Kak Yy o06poyHoro Oypmwuctpa. KatepuHa JlbBOBHa
3aBopoLuunach B ero nyLUMCTON LEPCTN, @ OH Tak K HEW C PbIfIOM U Ne3eT: TblueTcs Tyno MOpAOoKM B YNpyryto rpyab, a cam
TaKylo TMXOHbKYIO MECHI0 MoeT, ByaTo et npo noboBb pacckasbiBaeT. «WM yero eue cloga aToT KOTULLe 3awwen? — gymaeT
KatepuHa JlbBoBHa. — CriMBKM TyT-TO 9 Ha OKHe MocTaBwia: GecnpeMeHHO OH, MOAMbIN, Yy MEHsl MX BblionaeT. BeirHatb
ero», — peLuuna oHa u xoTena cxBaTuTb KOTa U BbIBPOCUTb, @ OH, Kak TyMaH, Tak MUMO NarnbLeB y Hee 1 npoxoant. «OgHako
OTKyZa e 3TOT KOT Y Hac B3dArca? — paccyxgaeT B kowmape KatepuHa JIbBoBHa. — Hukorga y Hac B cnanbHe HUKaKoro Kota
He ObINO, a TYT Ulb Kakon 3abparncs!» XoTena oHa onsATb KOTa PyKOW B3siTb, @ €ro onaTb HeT. «O, Aa 4To X 3To Takoe? Yx
37O, NOMHO, KOT Nn?» — nogymana KaTtepuHa JlbBoBHa. OToponb ee BAPYr B3sAna M COH, U ApeMy COBCEM OT Hee nporHana.
OrnsHynacb KatepvHa JIbBoBHa MO ropHuLIE — HAKAKOrO KOTa HET, NEXUT TONMbKO Kpacuebii Ceprer n cBoen Moryvemn pykom
ee rpyab K CBOeMy ropsiiemMy nuuy npuxmvaet.

Bcrana KatepuHa JIeBoBHa, cena Ha noctenb, uenosana, uenosana Cepres, munosana, Munosana ero, nonpasuna
N3MATYIO MEPUHY U MOLINa B caj Yan NnUTb; a COMHUE y)Xe COBCEM CBanuio, U Ha rops4o NpOrpeTyo 3eMmo crnyckaeTcs
YyOHbIR, BONLWEDHLI BeYep.

— Bacnanacs 5, — roBopuna AkcuHbe KatepuHa JIbBOBHa M ycenacbh Ha KoBpe nog useTyweto A6noHbo Yan nute. — U
YTO 3TO Takoe, AKCMHbIOLLIKA, 3HA4YMT? — NbiTana oHa KyxapkKy, BbITpasi cama YalHblM NonoTeHueM 6noaeyko.

—Yro, maTtyLwika?

— He 10 4TO BO CHe, a BOT COBCEM BOT HasiBy KOT KO MHE BCE Kakon-TO nes.

— W, yTO TbI 3TO7?

— MpaBo, koT nes.

KaTtepuHa JlbBOBHa pacckasana, kak K Hel fie3 Kor.

— W 3a4em Tebe ero 6b1n10 nackaTtb?

— Hy BoT noam x! cama He 3Hato, 3a4eM S ero nackana.

— YyaHo, npaeo! — BocknMuana Kyxapka.

— 4 n cama HagMBUTBLCA HE MOTY.

— 3710 GecnpemMeHHO BpoAe Kak k Tebe KTo-Hnbyab npubbeTcs, YTo nn, NMbo elle YTo-HMbyab Takoe BbINAET.

— [la 410 X Takoe MMEHHO?

— Hy MMeHHO uTO— yX 3TOro Tebe HWKTO, MUNbIA APYr, OOBSACHUTE HE MOXET, YTO UMEHHO, @ TONBbKO YTO-HUOYaAb Aa
oyger.

— Mecsu Bce Bo CHe Buaena, a noToM 3TOT KOT, — npogomkana KatepuHa JlbBoBHa.

— Mecsu 3To MnageHew,

KatepuHa JlbBOBHa nokpacHena.

— He cnoceinatb nu cioga k tBoen munoctu Cepresi? — nonbiTana ee HanpalmBarLwascs B HanepcHULbl AKCUHbS.

— Hy ut0 X, — oTBeuana KatepuHa JlbBOBHa, — 1 TO NnpaBaa, NOAM NOLUSN €ro: s ero Yaem TYT HamMoko.

— To-To, 9 roBopto, YTO NocnaTh ero, — nopeLwunna AKCUHbA N 3aKkadyanach YTKOK K CaloBOM KarnunTke.

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa 1 Cepreto Npo koTa pacckasana.

— MeuTtaHbe ogHo, — oTBe4van Cepren.

— C yero X ero, aToro mevtaHbs, npexae, Cepexa, HMkorga He 6b1ro?

— Mano vero npexge He G6biBano! 6biBano, BOH s Ha TebSA TONbKO rMaskoMm rMshKy Aa COXHY, a HoHYe BoHa! Bcem TBoMM
6enbiM Teniom Bnageto.

Ceprewi 06HAN KaTepuHy J1bBOBHY, NepeKpYyXni Ha BO3OyXe U, WyTs, Opocun ee Ha NyLUUCTbLINA KOBEP.

— YX, ronosa 3akpyxwunacs, — 3arosopuna KatepuHa JlbBoBHa. — Cepexa! nogu-ka ctoga; caab TyT BO3ne, — no3sana
OHa, HexXacb U MNOTAMMBAsICb B POCKOLLHOM No3e.

Monogeu, HarHyBLUMCb, BOLUEN NoA HU3KYH Si0M0Hb, 3anuTyo 6enbiMu LBeTamu, 1 cen Ha KoBpe B Horax y KaTepuHbl
J1bBOBHbI.

— A Tbl cox e no MHe, Cepexa?

— Kak e He cox.

— Kak xe Tbl cox? Pacckaxu MHe npo 3T0.

— [la kak Npo 370 pacckaxellb? Paszse MOXHO NPO 3TO U3bACHUTb, KaK CoOxXHellb? TockoBan.

— Otyero x s atoro, Cepexa, He YyBCTBOBara, 4YTo Tbl N0 MHe youBaellbca? OTO BeAb, FOBOPST, YyBCTBYIOT.

Cepren npomonyan.

— A Tbl 4Na 4ero necHu nen, ecnu Tebe No MHe CKkyyYHo GbINo? 4YTto? A Bedb, HEGOCL, crbixana, kak Tbl Ha rangapee
nen, — NpoAorxana cnpawueaTb, nNackasacb, KatepuHa J1bBoBHa.

— Y710 X 4TO NecHn nen? Komap BOH 1 BECb CBOWN BEK MOET, Aa BeAb HE C padocTu, — oteeyan cyxo Cepren.

Bobiwna nay3a. KatepvHa JlbBoBHa Gbina nonHa BbICOYaNLLIEro BOCTopra OT 3TUX nNpu3HaHun Cepres.

En xoTenocb roeoputs, a Ceprer cynuncsa n mondarn.

— MocmoTpwn, Cepexa, pan-to, pan-to kakon! — BocknukHyna KatepuHa JIbBOBHa, CMOTPSA CKBO3b MOKpbIBaKOLnE ee
rycTble BETBU LIBETYLLEN AOMTOHN Ha YyncToe ronyboe Hebo, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSIT MOJIHbLIVA MOTOXUA MecsL,

JIyHHBIA cBeT, npobuBasicb CKBO3b NNCTbS U LBETbl SI0MIOHM, CaMbiMK MPUYYOSIMBBIMU, CBETIIbIMU MSATHbILIKAMM
pasberancs no nuuy u Bcen durype nexasllen HaB3HMYb KaTepuHbl JIbBOBHLI; B BO34yXE CTOSINO TUXO; TONBKO NEroHbKUM



TENnbIn BETEPOYEK YYTb NOLLUEBENUBAN COHHbIE NUCTbS N PA3HOCUN TOHKMI apoMarT LBETYLLMX TpaB 1 AepeBbeB. [billanoch
YeM-TO TOMSLLUM, pacnonaratoLLmMM K NeHW, K Here U K TEMHbIM XenaHusiM.

KaTteprHa JlbBOBHa, He nonyyasa oTBeTa, ONATb 3aMoryana u Bce cMOTperna ckBo3b 6refHO-po30oBble LUBeThl A6M0HN
Ha Hebo. Ceprer ToXe Monyan; TONMbKO ero He 3aHumano Hebo. O6xsatvB ob6eMMn pykamu CBOM KOMEHW, OH
COCpPEefoTOYEHHO MMAAEeN Ha CBOW CanoXKK.

3onoTas Houb! TuwmHa, cBeT, apomaT M BnaroTBOpHasi, OXuBnswoLWaa TennoTta. [aneko 3a oBparom, nos3agu caga,
KTO-TO 3aBes1 3BYYHYHO MECHIO; nog 3abopom B ryCTOM YepeMyLUHUKE LLENKHYM U FPOMKO 3aKOMOTUIT CONMOBEN; B KNeTke Ha
BbICOKOM LUecTe 3abpeann COHHbIN Mepener, U X1UpHasi nowaab TOMHO B34O0XHyNa 3a CTEHKOW KOHIOLIHM, a MO BbIFOHY 3a
cagoBblM 3abopom npoHecrnacb 6e3 BCAKOro wWwyma Becenas cras cobak um ucyesna B 6e300pasHON, YepHOW TeHu
nonypasBanmBLUNXCS, CTapbIX CONAHbIX MarasuHoB.

KatepurHa JIbBOBHaA NpunogHsanach Ha NoKOTb U rMsiHyNa Ha BbICOKYIO CaloBYIO TpaBy; a TpaBa TakK U UrpaeT C NyHHbIM
BneckoM, ApoBALMMCS O LBETHI U NUCTbA AepeBbeB. BClo ee NO30M0TUNKM 3TU NPUXOTNMBLIE, CBETMbIE MNATHLILKA U Tak Ha
HEeW M MenbKalT, Tak U TPEneLlyTCs, CMIOBHO XMBble OrHeHHble 6abouku, unu kak GyaTo BOT BCA TpaBa nog AepeBbsMU
B3siM1acb NYHHOW CETKOW N XOOUT N3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY.

— Ax, Cepexeyka, npenecTtb-ToO kakasi! — BOCKNMKHyna, ornsaeswmncs, KatepuHa J1bBoBHa.

Ceprev paBHOOYLUHO NOBEN rnasamu.

—Yro Tbl 31O, Cepexa, Takom HepagocTHbIN? Vnn yx Tebe n ntoboBb MOs NpUcKy4ymna?

— Yto nycToe roBopuTtb! — oTBe4an cyxo Cepren u, HarHyBLUUCh, JIEHNBO nouenoBan KatepuHy JIbBOBHy.

— NameHwuk Tol, Cepexa, — peBHoBana KatepuHa JIbBOBHa, — HEOOCTOATENBHbIN.

— 51 faxe aTMX M CrOB Ha CBOW CYET HE MPUHMMaLD, — OTBEYar CNokonHbIM ToHOM Ceprei.

— Y70 X Tbl MEHSI TaK Lenyewb?

Ceprew coBcem npomonyan.

— OTO TONbKO MyXbS C XXeHamu, — npogorpkana, urpas ero kyapsamu, KatepvHa JIbBoBHa, — Tak apyr Apyxke c ryb
Nbinb 06MBaloT. Thl MEHs Tak Lenymn, 4Tob BOT C 9TOW A6MOHN, YTO Hag Hamu, MONOAOW LBET Ha 3eMnNio nockinancs. Bot Tak,
BOT, — wenTana KatepuHa JIeBoBHa, 06BMBasiCb OKOMO NMOOOBHUKA U LieNysa ero ¢ CTPacTHbIM yBreYeHneMm.

— Cnywamn, Cepexa, 4ty a 1ebe ckaxy, — Hayana KatepuHa JIbBOBHa cnyCcTs manoe BpeMsi, — C Yero 370 BCe B OAHO
CNoBO Npo Tebsi rOBOPST, YTO Thbl UBMEHLLMK?

— Komy 310 npo MeHs1 bpexaTb oxoTa?

— Hy yx roBop4aT nogu.

— MoxeT ObITb, KOrga 1 U3MEHSINT TEM, KaKne COBCEM HECTOSILLME.

— A Ha 4TO, Aypak, C HECTOSALLMMM CBA3bIBANCA? C HECTOKLLEID HE HAJo 1 NobBY UMETB.

—ToBopu x Tbll Hew aTo geno Toxe kak no paccyxgeHutio genaetca? OguH cobnas genctByeT. Thbl C HEIO COBCEM
npocTo, 6e3 BCAKNX 3TUX HaMepEeHU 3anoBeab CBO MPECTYNWM, a OHa YX M Ha weto Tebe BewwaeTcsa. Bot n nobosb!

— Cnywan xe, Cepexal s Tam, kak gpyrue npoyune 6binm, HAYEro 3TOro He 3Hato, Aa W 3HATb MPO 3TO HE XO4y; Hy, a
TONMbKO KaK Tbl MEHS1 Ha 3Ty TENEepEeLUHIo Haly NoboBb caM ynewlan u cam 3Haellb, YTO CKOJIbKO S MoLuSia Ha Hee CBOEK
OXOTOH, CTONBKO X U TBOEW XUTPOCTbIO, TaK exenu Tbl, Cepexa, MHe fa U3MEHNLLb, eXeNn MeHsi Aa Ha Koro aa Hubyapb, Ha
KaKylo H/ Ha eCTb MHYI0 MPOMEHSIeLLb, 51 ¢ TOBO, APYr MOV CepAeYHbIN, U3BUHN MEHS, — XMBas He pacCTaHyCb.

Ceprew BcTpeneHyncs.

— [a Bepb, KatepuHa VMinbBoBHa! CBET Tbl MOW SICHbIA! — 3aroBopun oH. — Tbl cama NOCMOTPU, Kakoe Hawe ¢ Toboto
aeno. Tel BOH Tak Tenepb 3ameyaellb, YTO s 33yMUYUB HOHYE, a He paccyaMLlb Thl TOFO, Kak MHE U 3a4yM4YMBbIM HE ObITb. Y
MEHs1, MOXET, BCe CepALe MOe B 3arne4YeHHOW KpoBU 3aTOHYIO!

— lNoBopw, rosopu, Cepexa, cBoe rope.

— [a uto TyT u rosoputb! BOT cenvac, BOT nepsoe Aeno, 6GrnarocnoBu rocnogu, My TBOW HaefeT, a Tol, Cepren
dununbiv, U cTynam MNpoyb, OTNPaBMANCA Ha 3agHWA ABOP K My3blKaHTam U CMOTpU M3-MoA capas, Kak y KaTepuHbl
VINbBOBHbI B crarnbHE CBEYEHbKA ropuT, 4a Kak OHa MyxOBYH MOCTEerNbKy nepebuBaeT, ga ¢ CBOUMM 3aKOHHbIM 3UHOBMEM C
Bopucbluem onovmBaTh yknagbiBaeTcs.

— OT10ro He bygeTt! — Beceno npoTaHyna KatepuHa JIbBOBHa 1 MaxHyna py4komu.

— Kak Tak atoro He 6ygeT! A 5 Tak noHMMato, 4To coBceM Aake 6e3 3Toro Bam HeBO3MOXHO. A A Toxe, KaTepuHa
MinbBOBHa, CBOE CepALe MMEK 1 MOTy CBOM MYKWN BUOETD.

— [la Hy, nonHo Tebe Bce 06 3TOM.

KatepuHe JlbBoBHE ObINO NPUATHO 3TO BhlpakeHne CepreeBow peBHOCTU, U OHA, pacCMesBLUMNCL, ONsTb B3sAnach 3a
CBOW noLenyw.

— A noBTopuTensHo, — npogormkan Ceprel, TUXOHBKO BbICBOOaXMBasi CBOK rOJTOBY U3 rofibiX MO nneyn pyk KatepuHol
JIbBOBHbI, — NOBTOPUTENBHO HAZOo CKa3aTb U TO, YTO COCTOSHME MOE CaMOE HUYTOXHOE TOXE 3aCTaBIsIET, MOXET, HE pa3 U
He JecsATb pa3 paccyauTb M Tak U uHade. byap §, Tak ckaxy, paBHbIi BaM, byab s kakon 6apuH munu kynew, s Obl TO eCTb C
Bamun, KatepmHa MnbBOBHA, 1 HX B XM3Hb MO0 He paccTarncs. Hy, a Tak camu Bbl mocyguTe, YTO S 3a YeroBeK Npu Bac ecTb?
Bugtoun Tenepb, Kak BO3bMyT Bac 3a Oenble pyvyku U MOBeOyT B OMOYMBANbHIO, JOIDKEH A BCE 3TO NMEPEHOCUTH B MOEM
cepAue u, MoXeT, faxe caM ans cebsa ypes To Ha Lenblii BEK Npe3peHHbIM YenoBekoM caenatbes. KatepuHa MnbBoBHa! A
BEeAb He Kak apyrve npouyune, 4ns KOTOporo BCe paBHO, abbl My OT XXEHUYUHbI TONMBbKO pagoCTb NOMyYnTb. S YyBCTBYHO, KakoBa
ecTb MbOBb N KaK OHa YEePHOW 3Meet0 COCET Moe cepaLe. ..

— Y10 Thl 3TO MHE BCE NPO Takoe Toskyelwb? — nepebuna ero KateprHa JlbBoBHa.

En ctano xanb Cepres.



— KatepuHa MnbBoBHa! Kak npo aTo He TonkoBaTb-T0? Kak He TonkoBaTb-TO0? Korga, MOXeT, BCe YXX UM OOBSCHEHO U
pacnucaHo, Koraa, MOXeT, He TOMbKO YTO B KakoM-HUBYAb AOMrOM paccTOsHUW, a Aaxe caMoro 3aBTpaluHero ymicna Cepres
30€eCb HU OyXy, HX Naxy Ha 9TOM [ABOPe He OCTaHeTCcs?

— Her, HeT, n He rosopu npo ato, Cepexa! IToro HM 3a 4TO He ByaeT, 4Tob 5 6e3 Tebsa octanack, — ycrnokomsana ero
BCE C TeMU xe nackamu KatepuHa JIbBoBHa. — ECnun TonNbko NnongeTt Ha YTo Aeno... nnbo emy, nMbo MHE He XUTb, a YX Tbl CO
MHoW byaelb.

— Hukak atoro He moxeT, KatepuHa MinbBoBHa, nocnenoBatb, — oTBedan Ceprel, nevyanbHO U FPYCTHO Kayasl CBOEHD
ronoBok. — A XN3HM MOEeN He paf cam 3a 3Ton NoboBblo. JTtobun 6bl TO, YTO He OOonblUe CaMOro MeHsi CTOUT, TeM Obl U
JosoneH 6bin. Bac nn mHe ¢ coboto B NOCTOSIHHOW Nto6BM MMeTb? HellTo 9To BaM noYeT Kakon — nontoboBHULEN ObITb? A ©
XOTen npepg CBATbIM NpeABeYHbIM XpaMOM MYXXeM BaM ObiTb: Tak Toraa s, XoTb 3aBcerga mnaxe cebs nepen Bamu cuuTas,
BCe-Taku Mor 6bl N0 KpakHOCTM NyBNMYHO BCEM OBNNUNTL, CKOSMb 51 'Y CBOEM XXEHbl MOYTEHUEM CBOMM K HEWN 3acCnyXuBalo...

KatepuvHa JlbBOBHa Gbina oTymaHeHa aTummn cnoBamm Cepresi, 3TOK0 €ro PeBHOCTLIO, 3TUM €ro XXenaHWeM XeHUTbCS Ha
HEeW — >xenaHuem, Bcerga MNpPUATHBIM XEHLUUHE, HECMOTPS Ha CaMylo KOPOTKYK CBSI3b €€ C YENOBEKOM [0 XEHUTbObI.
KaTtepuHa JleBoBHa Tenepb rotoBa Obina 3a Cepres B OroHb, B BOAY, B TeMHULY U Ha kpecT. OH Bnobun ee B cebs oo Toro,
4YTO Mepbl ee NpeaaHHoOCT eMy He Bbino Hukakon. OHa obe3ymena OT CBOEro cyacTusl; KpOBb €€ Kunena, U oHa He Morna
6onee Hu4vero cnywatb. OHa 6bICTPO 3axana nagoHbio Cepreesbl rybbl U, NpUXaB K rpyau CBOEN ero ronoey, 3aroBopuna:

— Hy, yx 5 3Hato, kak a9 Teba 1 Kynuom caenarw U xuTb ¢ TOOOK COBCEM Kak crnegyeT cTaHy. Tbhl TONbKO He nedvanb
MEHS MOMyCTy, NoKa ellie AeNno Halle He NPULIIo A0 Hac.

M onaTb nowwinu nouenyn aa nacku.

CTtapoMy npukasymnky, cnaBlLUEMY B capae, CKBO3b KPEMKUI COH CTan ChnblaTbCA B HOYHOW TULUMHE TO LUEMOT C TUXUM
cMmexoM, OyaTo rae LWarioBnvBble OETU COBETYHOTCH, KaK 3iee Hag XWIOK CTapOCTbl MOCMESITLCS; TO XOXOT 3BOHKUMN U
BeCenbIN, CITIOBHO KOO 03epHbIE pycarnku LwekoyyT. Bce 910, nneckascb B NyHHOM CBETe Aa MOKaTbIBasICb MO MSAKOMY KOBpY,
pes3sunack 1 urpana KarepuHa J1bBoOBHa ¢ MONOAbIM MYXXHUHbIM MpUKa3ymMkom. Ceinancs, cbinancsa Ha HUX Morogon Genbin
UBET C KyapsiBOW siOMOHKM, Aa YK W nepectan cbinatbCsa. A TeM BPEMEHEM KOPOTKas NETHAS HOYb Mnpoxoawuna, nyHa
crnpsTanacb 3a KpyTyl Kpbilly BbICOKMX ambapoB M rmsgena Ha 3eMi0 UCKOCa, TYCKMee M TYCKree; C KYXOHHOW KpbILu
pasgancsa NPOH3UTENbHbIA KOLlavmMi AyaT; MOTOM MOCNbILWANUCL NIEBOK, cepauToe dbipkaHbe, 1 BCNes 3a TEM ABa UNu Tpu
KoTa, 060pBaBLUNCD, C LUYMOM MOKaTUIMCh MO MPUCTaBMEHHOMY K KpbILLE MyKy Teca.

— Mongem cnatb, — cka3ana KatepuHa JIbBoBHa MeaneHHo, CIIoBHO pa3duTas, NpunoaHMMasiCb C KOBpa, U Kak nexana
B oOHoW pyballke aa B Genbix tobkax, Tak U nolusa no TUXOMy, 4O MEPTBEHHOCTM TUXOMY KyredeckoMy asopy, a Cepren
MOHEC 3a Heto KoBepUMK 1 Bry3y, KOTOPYH OHa, pacluanMBLunCh, copocuna.

[maBa cegbmasi

Tonbko KaTepuHa JlbBOBHa 3ajyna cBeyy W COBCEM pasfeTtas yrerrnacb Ha MSArkum rnyxoBWK, COH Tak W OKyTarn ee
ronosy. 3acHyna KatepwuHa J1bBOBHa, HaUrpasLUNCh U HaTELUUBLUMNCE, TaK KPEMKo, YTO 1 HOra ee CMUT 1 pyKa CMNWT; HO ONsiTb
CMbILMT OHa CKBO3b COH, ByATO ONSATb ABEPb OTBOPUMACh M Ha NOCTENb TSXKEeNbiIM OCMETKOM ynan SaBULLIHWIA KOT.

— [a 47O Xe 3TO B CaMOM [ene 3a HakasaHue C 3TUM KOTOoM? — paccyxpaeT yctanasa KatepuHa JlbBoBHa. — [1Bepb
Tenepb yX Hapo4yHO § cama, CBOMMW pykamMWu Ha KN4 3anepria, OKHO 3aKpblTO, @ OH onATb TyT. Cenvyac ero BbIKUHY, —
cobupanacb BctaTb KatepuHa JIbBOBHA, 4@ COHHbIE PYKM M HOTW €€ He CryXaT e; a KOT XOAMT Mo BCeW Mo Hel U TakoBO-TO
MyOpeHO KypHbIUMT, onsaTb OyATO crnoBa YenoBeuveckue BbiroBapusaeT. Mo KatepuHe JIbBOBHe no Bcel gaxe MypaLlku
ctanu beraTb.

«Het, — gymaet oHa, — Gonblue HWYero, Kak HempemMeHHO 3aBTpa Hago OOrosBREHCKOW BOAbl B3ATb HA KpoBaTb,
NMOTOMY YTO NPEeMypPEHbIA KAKON-TO 3TOT KOT KO MHE noBaanncs».

A KOT KypHbI-MYpPHbI ¥ HEe Haf, yXOM, YTKHYIICA MOPAOI0 Aa U BbiroBapusaeT: «Kakon xe, — rosoput, — s1 KOT! C kakon
cratn! Tl aTO oveHb yMHO, KaTepuHa JlbBOBHa, paccyxaellb, YTO COBCEM S He KOT, a 9 UMeHUTblIn Kyney Bopuc
Tumodeny. A Tonbko TeM Tenepb MAOX CTasl, YTO Y MEHS BCE MOW KULLIEYKU BHYTPU MOTPECKanucCb OT HEBECTYLUKUHOro OT
yrowieHus. C TOro, — MypnbluMT, — 9 BeCb BOT W noybaBunca u KOTOM Tenepb MokasblBalCb TOMY, KTO Marno ob6o MHe
pasymeeT, UYTO 51 Takoe eCTb B camMoM fene. Hy, kak e HOHYe Tbl ¥ Hac Xueelb-Moxelb, KatepuHa JlbBoBHa? Kak csow
3aKOH BepHO cobniogaewb? A n ¢ knagbuvwa Hapo4yHO Mpuvwen nornageTb, kak Bol ¢ Cepreem OunvnblMEM MYXHUHY
noctenbky corpeBaeTe. KypHbl-MypHbI, 1 BEAb HUYEro He BUXY. Tbl MEHS He BONCS: Y MeHs, BUAMLIb, OT TBOEMO YroweH s 1
rnasku noebine3nu. [MsHb MHe B rnasa-To, APY>KOK, He Bolicsa!»

KaTtepuHa JlbBOBHa rmsHyna u 3akpuyana 6narum matom. Mexay Het n CepreeM onsiTb NEXWUT KOT, @ ronosa y Toro
koTa bopuca Tumodenya Bo BCIO BENNYNHY, Kak Obifna y NOKOMHMKA, 1 BMECTO rna3 no OrHEHHOMY KPY>KKY B pa3Hble CTOPOHbI
Tak U BEPTUTCH, Tak 1 BepTUTcs!

MpocHyncsa Cepren, ycnokoun KatepuHy JIsBOBHY 1 ONATb 3aCHYIM; HO y HEE BECb COH MPOLUEN — U KCTaTw.

JIexxnT oHa C OTKPbITBIMW FNasaMu 1 BAPYF CrbIWKUT, YTO Ha ABOp OyATO KTO-TO Yepe3 BopoTa nepernes. BoT n cobaku
MEeTHynucb 6bINo, Aa U CTUXNN, — OOJPKHO ObITb, MackaTbecs ctanv. BoT u ewe npowna mMuHyTa, 1 xenesHas Knsmka BHU3Y
LenkHyna, 1 aBepb oTBopunacb. «JInbo mMHe Bce 3TO cnbiwmnTCs, TGO 31O Mo 3nHOBUIM Bopucbld BEPHYNCS, NOTOMY YTO
OBEepb ero 3anacHbIM KMyom oTnepTay, — nogymana KatepuHa JlbBoBHa 1 Toponnueo TonkHyna Cepres.

— Cnywam, Cepexa, — ckazana oHa 1 cama NpUnogHAach Ha JTIOKOTb U HACTOPOXKNa YXO.

Mo necTHMUE TMXO, C HOTU Ha HOTY OCTOPOXHO NepecTynayn, 4eVCTBUTENBHO KTO-TO Npubnwkancy K 3anepTon gsepu
cnanbHu.



KaTteprHa JlbBOBHa ObICTPO cnipbirHyna B oAHOM pyballke ¢ nocTtenun u OTKpbina okowko. Cepren B Ty Xe MUHYTY
BOCrKOM BbINPbLITHYN Ha ranepet u obxeatun Horamu cCTonbG, MO KOTOPOMY He MepBbI pa3 Cryckancs U3 XO3SNKUHOMN
cnanbHu.

— Hert, He Hapo, He Hago! Tbl Npun4ar TyT... He oTXoAu Aaneko, — npowentana KatepuHa JIbBoBHa 1 BbikuHyna Cepreto
3a OKHO ero obyBb 1 ofexay, a cama ONdATb IOPKHYNa nog o4essio U OOXUAAeTCS.

Ceprewn nocnywancs KatepuHbl JIbBOBHbI: OH He LUMbITHYJT MO CTONOY BHM3, @ NPUIOTMIICA Nod nybkom Ha ranepeedke.

KaTtepvHa JlbBOBHa TeM BpeMeHeM CrbIWNUT, Kak MyX nogollen K ABepwn W, yTavsasa AblxaHue, cnywaet. En gaxe
CMbILLHO, KaK yYallleHHO CTYKaeT ero peBHMBOE CepaLue; HO He XarocTb, a 31101 cMmex pa3bupaeT KatepuHy JIbBOBHY.

«Mwm BYepaluHero gHsA», — gymaeT oHa cebe, ynbibasch 1 Aplla HEMOPOYHbIM MIadeHLEM.

OTO npogomkanocb MUHYT AecATb; HO, HakoHel, 3nHoBMIO Bopucklvy Hagoeno CTosTh 3a ABEpblo Aa chywaTth, Kak
XXEeHa CnuT: OH NocTy4ancs.

— K70 Tam? — He coBceM cKopo 1 ByATO Kak COHHbIM FONOCOM OKMMKHyNna KatepuHa JlbBoBHa.

— CBou, — oto3Bancsa 3nHosun bopuchbiy.

— 310 TbI, 3UHOBMIN BopuckbIv?

— Hy, a! byaTto Tbl He cnbiwnLb!

KatepuHa JIbBoBHa Bckoumna kak nexxana B ogHOW pybaluke, BNycTuia Myxa B FOPHULY M ONSITb HbIpHYNa B TEMNyto
nocTens.

— YTton-To nepen 3apen XornoaHO CTAHOBUTCA, — MPOU3HECTIA OHA, YKYTbIBasiCb OAESAN0M.

3nHoBuMI Bopuchiv B3oLwen 03upasch, MOMOMUIICSH, 3aXKer CBeYy 1 eLle ornaaencs.

— Kak XnBeLlb-MoXeLlb? — CNPOCWI OH CYNnpyry.

— Huyero, — otBevana KatepuHa JlbBoBHa U, NpUBCTaBas, Hayana HageBaTb pacnalluHyo CUTUEBYHO Gryay.

— CamoBap HeboCb NoCTaBMTbL? — CNpOCKa oOHa.

— Hunyero, Bckpuunte AKCUHBIO, MYCTb NOCTaBWT.

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa HaxBaTuna H6 6ocy Hory BGawimadkn u Beibexana. C nonyaca ee Hasag He 6bino. B aTo Bpems oHa
cama pasgyfia caMOBap4mMK 1 TUXOHBKO 3anopxHyna k Cepreto Ha ranepenky.

— Cunam TyT, — WenHyna oHa.

— [Jokyna xe cugeTb? — Takke wenotom cnpocun Cepexa.

— O, pa kakomn xe Tbl 6ecTtonkoBbi! Cuaun, 4OKyAa s CKaxy.

W KaTtepuHa JlbBoBHa cama nocaguna ero Ha ctapoe MecTo.

A Cepreto oTclofa C ranepemn Bce CbllHO, YTO B cnasnbHe npoucxoguT. OH CnbiWWT OnsATb, Kak CTyKHyrna ABepb U
KaTepuHa JlbBOBHa cHOBa B30LLMa K MyXy. Bce oT cnosa o crnoBa CribILWHO.

— Yto Thl TaM BO3MMNach JONrO? — cnpawmnBaeT xeHy 3MHoBun Bopucoy.

— CamoBap cTtaBuna, — OTBE4aET OHa CMOKOMHO.

Boiwna naysa. Cepreto cnbilHO, Kak 3MHOBUA Bopuchbiy BellaeT Ha Bellanky CBOW CHOPTYK. BoT OH ymbiBaeTcs,
dbIpkaeT u 6pbIBKET BO BCE CTOPOHbI BOAOK; BOT CNPOCUS NOMOTEHLE; ONATh HAYMHAKOTCSA peyMn.

— Hy kak e 3TO Bbl TATEHbKY CXOPOHUIU? — OCBEOOMIISIETCA MYX.

— Tak, — roBOpUT XeHa, — OHN MOMEPIN, NX U CXOPOHUIU.

— W yto 370 3a yanButenbHoCTb Takas!

— bor ero 3HaeT, — oTBeyana KatepuHa JIbBoBHa 1 3acTyyana 4aLukamu.

3nHoBUN BopucklY rpyCTHLIN XOA4MM NO KOMHATe.

— Hy, a BbI TyT Kak cBOe BpeMsi NpoBOXAann? — paccnpalumBaeT onaTh XXeHy 3uHoBui bopuceiy.

— Hawmwm pagocTtu-1o, 4ain, BCAKOMY M3BECTHbI: MO 6anam He e34MM 1 No TuaTpaM CTOSBbKO X.

— A CcroBHO pafloCTU-TO Y Bac U K My>Xy HEMHOrO, — UCKoca nornsaabiBag, 3asoaun 3nHosun bopucely.

— He monopeHbkne Toxe Mbl ¢ Bamu, 4Tob Tak 6e3 yma, 6e3 pasyma Ham BcTpevaTtbes. Kak elle pagosatbca? A BoT
xnonovy, berat 4na Bawlero ygoBobCTBMIS.

KatepuHa llbBOBHa onsiTh Bbibexana camoBap B35Tb M onaTb 3ackounna k Cepreto, gepHyna ero rosoput: «He 3esawn,
Cepexal»

Cepreli nyTem He 3Han, kK Yemy Bce 3710 OyaeT, HO, OAHaKo, CTan HaroToBe.

BepHynacb KatepuHa JlbBoBHa, a 3umHOBUIM Bopucbld CTOUT KOMEHSAMM Ha MOCTENW M BeELaeT Ha CTEHKY Hag
N3rofioBbeM CBOM cepebpsiHble Yackl C GCepHbIM CHYPOYKOM.

— nsa yero ato BbI, KatepuHa JIbBOBHa, B OAMHOKOM MOMOXEHUW NMOCTeNb HaABOE pas3oCcTnanu? — Kak-to MyapeHo
BAOPYT CNPOCUI OH XEHY.

— A Bac Bce goxuaana, — CNoKOMHO rnaasa Ha Hero, otBeTuna KatepuHa JIbBoBHa.

— W Ha Tom Gnarogapum Bac NOKOPHO... A BOT 3TOT NpegMeET Tenepb OTKyAa Y Bac Ha NepuHke B3anca?

3nHoBUN Bopucbld NOAHAN C NPOCTbIHM ManeHbKWi LepcTaHon nosicodek Cepres u gepxkan ero 3a KOHYMK nepepn
XXEHVHbIMM rMasamu.

KaTepuHa JIbBOBHa HMMano He 3agymarnacs.

— B capy, — roBopuT, — Hawwna ga bky cebe noaesasana.

— [a! — npousHec ¢ ocobbiM yaapeHnem 3uHoBuin bopuceid, — Mbl TOXXe NPO BaLlu Npo 10OKU KOe-4YTO Cribixanu.

— YT0 X 37O BbI CribIXanu?

— [la BCE npo gena Balum npo xopoLume.

— Hukaknx moux gen Takux HeTy.

— Hy, 310 mbl pasbepem, Bce pa3bepem, — oTBeYan, noasuras xXeHe BbINUTYO Yallky, 3uHoBui Bopuchiy.



KatepuvHa JlbBOBHa npomonyana.

— Mbl 3T Bawu gena, KatepuHa JIeBoBHa, BCe BbsABb NPOU3BEAEM, — NPOrOBOPUIT €LLe Nocne AoNron nay3bl 3MHOBUIA
Bopucbly, noBeas Ha CBO XeHy BpoBsAMMU.

— He 6onbHo-TO Bawa KaTepuHa JIbBOBHa nyxnvBa. He Tak o4eHb OHa 3Toro nyxaeTcs, — oTBeTMna Ta.

—Yro! yTo! — noBbIcA ronoc, okpukHyn 3nHoBun bBopucoly.

— Hunyero — npoexanu, — oTBevana xeHa.

— Hy, bl rnagu y meHs Toro! Yto-To Thl 60MbHO peyncTa 3gech ctanal

— A c 4ero MHe 1 peyvncTomn He BbITb? — 0To3Banack KartepuHa JIbBoBHa.

— Bonble 6bl 32 cobor cmoTpena.

— Heuero mHe 3a cobor cmoTpeTb. Mano KTo BaM AMMHHBIM S3bIKOM Yero Haa3bluuT, a S OOIKHa Hag cobon Bcakue
HapyraTenbcTBa cHocuTb! BOT eLle HoBOCTM TOXeE!

— He anvHHbIE A3bIKK, @ TYT BEPHO NPO BallM aMypbl-TO N3BECTHO.

— Mpo kakme-Takme MOU amMypbl? — KpUKHYNa, HENPUTBOPHO BCMbIXHYB, KaTepuHa J1bBoBHA.

— 3Hato 4, Npo Kakue.

— A 3HaeTe, TaK YTO X: Bbl ACHEE CcKa3biBaunTe!

3rHoBMIN Bopurcbld NnpoMonyan v onsiTb NOABUHYIT XXEHE NYCTYH0 YallKy.

— BugHo, n roBopuTb-TO HE MpPO 4TO, — OTO3Banachb ¢ npesperHvem KartepuHa JlbBOBHa, a3apTHO GpocmB Ha Gniogue
MYXXY YaliHylo NoXeuyKy. — Hy ckasbiBanTe, Hy Npo KOro BaMm AOHOCUITN? KTO Takon eCTb MOW nepes BaMu nontoboBHMK?

— Y3HaeTe, He cnewmnTe OYeHb.

—Yrto BaMm npo Cepresi, 4YTO NK, YTO-HUOYAb HAabpexaHo?

— Y3HaeM-c, y3HaeM, KaTepuHa JIbBOBHa. Hallel Hag BaMu BNacT HUKTO HE CHMMAIT U CHATb HUKTO HE MOXeT... Camu
3arosopure...

— WN-nx! Tepnetb A 3TOro He Mory, — CKpUMNHYyB 3yb6amu, BekpukHyna KatepuHa JlbBoBHa 1, nobnegHeB Kak NOMNOTHO,
HeOoXnaaHHO BbICKOUUIIA 3a OBEPM.

— Hy BOT OH, — Nnpon3Hecna oHa Yyepes3 HeCKOMbKO CeKyH[, BBOAS B KOMHATy 3a pykaB Cepres. — PaccnpawwvsanTte u
€ro, U MeHsl, YTy Bbl Takoe 3HaeTe. MoxeT, 4To-HMbyapb ewe n GonbLue Toro y3Haelb, YTy Tebe xodetca?

3unHoBun Bopuckiy gaxe pactepsancsa. OH rnggen TO Ha crosBwero y nputonku Cepresi, TO Ha XEHy, CMOKOWHO
MPUCEBLLYIO CO CKPELLEHHBIMY pyKaMm Ha Kpak MOCTENN, U HUYEro HE MOHUMaI, K YeMy 370 BrmauTtcs.

— Yto Thl 3TO, 3Mes, Aenaelb? — Hacuiy cobparncs OH BbIrOBOPUTb, HE MOAHMMAACH C Kpecna.

— Paccnpaluvan, o 4eM Tak 3Haellb-TO XOPOLLO, — oTBeYana aep3ko KatepuHa JlbBoBHa. — Tbl MeHs1 6onnom 3agymarn
nyxaTb, — MpogosKana oHa, 3Ha4uTenbHO MOPrHYB rnasamMu, — Tak He ObiBaTb )Xe TOMY HUKOr4a; a YTo S, MOXET, U Aonpex
TBOMX 3TMX 06eLlaHneB 3Hana, YTy Hag Tobon caenarb, Tak 8 To caenato.

— Yt0 9107? BOH! — KpuKHYN 3uHoBUI Bopucely Ha Cepres.

— Kak xe! — nepegpasHuna KatepuHa JIbBoBHa. OHa NpoOBOPHO 3aMKHyra ABEepb, CyHyna KIY B KapMaH M onsatb
npuBanunack Ha NOCTENM B CBOEN pacnalloHKe.

— Hy-ka, Cepexedka, nogu-ka, nogu, ronybumk, — nomaHuna oHa k cebe npukasuuka.

Cepreli TpAXHYN KyAPSIMUA U CMESIO NMPUCEN OKOMO XO3SIAKU.

—[ocnoaun! boxe mow! [la 4To x 9TO Takoe? YTo X Bbl 3TO, BapBapbl?! — BCKPUKHY, BeCb NobarpoBeB 1 NOAHNUMAsACH C
Kpecna, 3uHoBuin bopucbiy.

—Yt0? Unb He nob60? MAHb-KO, rMsiHb, MOW SICMEH COKYI1, KAKOBO NpekpacHo!

KaTtepuHa JlbBOBHa 3acMmesnach n ctpacTtHo nouenosana Cepres npu Myxe.

B 910 >xe MrHoBeHVe Ha Lieke ee 3anbifnana ornywmtenbHasa noweyvvHa, 1 3nHoBuin bopuckly KMHYNCA K OTKPLITOMY
OKOLLIKY.

["maBa Bocbmasi

—A... a, Tak-Tol.. Hy, NpuATenb Aoporon, 6narogapcTeyn. A 3TOro TONbko M goxuaanacb! — BCckpukHyna KatepuHa
JIbBOBHA. — Hy Tenepb BUAHO yX, Oydb e No-MoeMy, a He No-TBOeMy...

OpHum gBmxkeHmem oHa oTopocuna ot cebs Cepres, ObICTPO KMHYNack Ha Myxa K, npexae 4em 3uHoBun Bopuceiy
ycnen JOCKOYMTbL [0 OKHa, CXBaTuna ero c3agn CBOMMW TOHKMMMW narnbuamu 3a roprio u, Kak CblpoW KOHOMMAHLIA CHOM,
Gpocuna ero Ha non.

TspKeno rpoMbIXHYBLUMCh M CTYKHYBLUMCb CO BCEro pa3maxy 3aTbliikom o6 non, 3uHoBuin bopuckly coBceM obesymen.
OH HUMKak He oxmaan Takon ckopon pa3ssasku. [epBoe Hacunue, ynotpebreHHoe NPOTUB HEro XXEHOW, nokasasno emy, YTo
OHa pelunnacb Ha Bce, Nub Obl TONBbKO OT HEero n3baBUTbCH, U YTO TenepellHee ero MofioXeHue A0 KpavHOCTM ONacHo.
3unHoBMIN Bopuckld coobpasun Bce 3TO MUTOM B MOMEHT CBOErO NafeHns 1 He BCKPUKHYI, 3Hasi, YTO FroSloc ero He AOCTUrHeT
HW OO Ybero yxa, a TonbKo ewe yckoput Aeno. OH Monya noeen rnasaMu U OCTaHOBUI UX C BblPaXKeHMeM 3100bI, ynpeka u
CTpadaHus Ha >XeHe, TOHKUE narnbLlibl KOTOPOM KPEMnKo CXXMManu ero ropno.

3nHoBMI Bopuckly He 3awWwmwancs; pyku ero, ¢ Kpemnko CTUCHYTbIMU Kyrakamu, nexanu BbITSHYTbIMA U CyOOPOXHO
nogeprusanucek. OgHa n3 Hux 6eina BoBce cBobogHa, apyryto KatepuHa JIbBOBHa npyaaBmnna K nomny KONIeHOM.

— MNogepxu ero, — wenHyna oHa pasHogywHo Cepreto, cama NOBOPAYNBASCh K MYXY.

Ceprew cen Ha x03siMHa, NpuaaBui 0be ero pyku KoneHaMmu 1 XoTern nepexsaTntb nod pykamu KatepuHbl JIoBOBHbI 3a
ropno, HoO B 3TO Xe MrHOBEHWe cam OT4asiHHO BCKpukHyn. [Npu Buae csoero obuayvka KpoBaBasi MeCTb MPUNOAHsANa B
3uHoBMU Bopucblde Bce nocregHWe €ero Cumbl: OH CTpalHO pBaHyncd, BbiAepHyn u3-nog CepreeBblX KOMEH CBOU



npuaaBneHHbIE PYKU U, BLEMMBLUUCH UMU B YepHble kyapu Cepres, Kak 3Bepb, 3akycun 3ybamu ero ropno. Ho ato 6bino
HeHagonro: 3uHoBMI BopuckIY TOTHAC Xe TSXKENO 3aCTOHan U YPOHWI ronoBy.

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa, BrnefgHas, noyTn He Apbla BOBCE, CTOANa Had MyxXeMm u NnioboBHWKOM; B ee npaBoi pyke Obin
TSDKENbIN NMTON NOACBEYHMK, KOTOPBIN OHa AepXana 3a BEPXHUI KOHeL, TSXKEenok YacTbio kKHM3y. 1o BUCKY 1 Lweke 31MHOBUA
Bopucbivya TOHEHBKMM LLIHYPOYKOM Gexana anasi KpoBb.

—lNona, — Tyno npoctoHan 3nHoBwi bopuckly, C OMep3eHemM OTKMAbIBAsACH FOMOBOKD KaK MOXHO ganee oT CUASLLEro
Ha Hem Cepres. — icnoBegaTbCs, — NPOM3HEC OH €llle HEBHSITHEE, 3apOXaB M KOCSICb Ha CryLLaloLLyOCs Mof BOrocamu
Tennyt KpoBb.

— Xopouw u Tak 6ygelb, — npowenTtana KatepuHa JIbBoBHa.

— Hy nonHo ¢ Hum konatbcs, — cka3zana oHa Cepreto, — nepexsaTvi eMy XOPOLLEHBKO roprio.

3nHoBun bopuckly 3axpunen.

KatepvHa JlbBOBHa HarHynacb, cgasuna csovMmn pykamu Cepreesbl pyku, nexaslune Ha MYXHWHOM roprie, u yxom
npunerna K ero rpyau. Yepes natb TUXUX MUHYT OHa NpunogHAnach 1 ckasana: «[JoBonbHO, ByaeT C Herox.

Cepren Toxe BcTan v otayncs. 3uHoBui Bopucbly nexan MepTBbIA, C NepedaBrieHHbIM FOpyioM U pacCeYeHHbIM
BMCKOM. [lof, ronoBow ¢ NeBON CTOPOHbI CTOANO HebONbLLOE NATHLILLKO KPOBW, KOTOpasi, OgHako, bonee yxe He nunacb u3
3anekwencs v 3aBansBLUEiCsl BOIOCaMu PaHK.

Cepren cHec 3mHoBUSA Bopucbiua B norpebok, yCTpOEHHbIV B NOAMNOMNbLE TOW XXe KaMEHHOW KNaJoBOW, Kyda elle Tak
HedaBHO 3anupan camoro ero, Cepresl, nokovHbin Bopuc Tumodeny, n BepHyncsa Ha BbilWKy. B 310 Bpems KartepuHa
JlbBOBHA, 3acy4MB pykaBa pacnallOHKW M BbICOKO MOAOTKHYB MOAOS, TWATenbHO 3aMbiBaria MOYasnkow C MbISIOM KpOBaBoe
NSATHO, ocTaBneHHoe 3uHoBMeM BopucbideM Ha nony ceoen onoymBanbHW. Boga elle He ocTbina B camoBape, M3 KOTOpPOro
3uHoBun Bopuckly pacnapuBan oTpaBfieHHbIM YaEM CBOK XO3SIACKYH0 AyLIEHbKY, U MATHO BbIMbINIOCH 6e3 BCAKOro creaa.

KatepuHa JlbBOBHa B3sina MeHy0 NOMocKkaTernbHy0 YallKy Y HaMbINIEHHYIO MOYarky.

— Hy-ka, cBeTtn, — ckasana oHa Cepreto, ngyum Kk Osepu. — Hwxke, Hmxe CBeTW, — roBopurna OHa, BHMMAaTenbHO
ocmaTpmsas BCe Nonosuubl, Mo KoTopbiM Cepren AormkeH 6bin TawmTtb 3nHoBns bopuckiva o camown ambl.

Tonbko Ha ABYX MeCTax Ha KpaweHOM nony ObinvM [Ba KPOLIEeYHble MNATHbIWKA BEMWYMHOK B BULWHI. KatepuHa
JIbBOBHa noTepna nx MoYankor, N OHU NCHE3NN.

— BoT Tebe, He nasb K XXeHe BOpOM, He nogkapaynusan, — npousHecna KaTtepuHa JlbBOBHa, pacnpAMnsaschb M
OMMSHYBLUWCb B CTOPOHY KIagoBOMN.

— Tenepb wabaw, — ckasan Ceprev n B34porHyn ot 3Byka cO6CTBEHHOro rofoca.

Korga oHM BepHynucb B chanbHIO, TOHKAA pyMsiHasi Moslocka 3apu npopeabiBanacb Ha BOCTOKE M, 30J10TS JIEFOHBbKO
ofeTble UBETOM S0M0HK, 3arnsgbiBana CKBO3b 3efeHble Nanku cagoBon pelleTkn B koMHaTy KaTtepuHbl JIbBOBHBI.

Mo oBopy, B HAKMHYTOM Ha nrieym nonyyoke, KPeCcTACh U NO3€eBbIBasi, NNENcs U3 capasi B KyxXHIO CTapbIl MPUKA3YKK.

KatepuHa JIbBOBHa OCTOPOXHO AepHYyna XOAMBLUYIO HA BEPEeBOYKe CTaBHIO U BHUMaTenbHO ornsgHyna Cepres, kak Obl
Xenasi Npo3peTb ero AyLuy.

— Hy BOT Tbl TENepb 1 Kynew, — ckasana oHa, nonoxus Cepreto Ha nneyn csom 6enbie pyku.

Ceprew HU4ero e He OTBETUI.

'y6el Ceprest gpoxanu, n camoro ero 6una nuxopagka. Y KatepuHbl JIbBOBHbI TOMbKO yCTa 6bInv XONO4HbI.

Yepes gBa gHA y Cepres Ha pykax fBunucb Gorbluve MO30MM OT floMa M TAXENoro 3actyna; 3aTto YK 3MHOBUN
Bopucbiy B cBOoeM norpedke 6bin Tak xopolwo npubpaH, 4to 6e3 NoMoLLM ero BAOBbI UM ee NMOOBHUKA He OTbICKaTb Obl ero
HMKOMY [0 0BLLEero BOCKPECEHUS.

maBa geBsiTas

Cepreit xoaun, 3aMoTaB ropno MyHCOBLIM MNMAATKOM, W anosasncs, YTo Y Hero 4to-To 3aBanuro ropno. Mexay Tem,
npexage 4Yem y Cepres 3aXunu MeTUHbI, NOMOXeHHble 3ybamu 3mHoBuA Bopuckiva, myxa KatepuHbl JIbBOBHbI XBaTUNKChH.
Cam Ceprei elle yallle NPoYMX Hadvan Npo Hero noroapusaTh. [1pncageT Be4EpKkoM C MOMOALaMM Ha NTaBKY OKOSO KarnuTKu
1 3aBedeT: «4TON-TO, 0gHaKo, ucnpasgm, pebsaTa, Halero Xo3smnHa no Cko Nopy HETYTU?»

Monogupl ToXe AUBYIOTCS.

A TYT C MenbHULUbI NPULLNO U3BECTUE, YTO XO35MH HaHAN KOHEW N JaBHO OTbexan Ko ABOpY. AMLUMK, KOTOPbLIN ero
BO3uI, ckasblBan, 4To 3nHoBui Bopuckiy Obin 6yaTo B pacCTpOMCTBE M OTMYCTUN €r0 Kak-TO YyAHO: He Joe3dxas o ropoaa
BEPCTbl C TpW, BCTan noj MOHacTblpeM C Tenerw, B3sn KUCd W nowen. YcnblxaB Takon pacckas, u ele nyue Bce
B3[MBOBaNuChb.

Mponan 3nHoBu Bopuckiy, ga n TonbKo.

MoLwwnun po3sbICKK1, HO HUYEro He OTKPbIBANOCh: KyneL, kak B BoAdy kaHyr. 10 nokasaHWio apecToBaHHOMO SAMLUUKa y3Hanm
TONbKO, YTO HaA, PEKOI0 NOA MOHACThIpeM KyneL, BcTan v nowen. fleno He BbIACHUNOCH, a TeM BpeMeHeM KaTepuHa JIbBOBHa
noxueana cebe ¢ Cepreem, No BOOBbEMY MOSMOXEHMUIO, HA cBoboge. CoumHanu Hayrag, Yto 3uHoBMI Bopuckid To Tam, TO
Tam, a 3uHoBun bopuckiy Bce He Bo3Bpaliancd, n KatepuHa JlbBoBHa nydwie BCEX 3Hamna, YTO BO3BPaTUTLCA €My HUKak
HEBO3MOXHO.

Mpowen Tak n mecsu, u gpyroun, u Tpetun, n KatepuHa JlbBoBHa noyyBcTBOBana cebs B TArocTu.

— Haw kanutan 6yget, Cepexeyka: eCTb y MEHS HacneaHuk, — ckasana oHa Cepreto n nowna xanosaTbcsa [lyme, 4to
Tak 1 Tak, oHa 4YyBCcTBYyeT cebsl, 4To — 6epemeHHa, a B Aernax 3acTon Hayancs: nycTb ee KO Bcemy JOMnyCTAT.

He nponapaTthk e kommepyeckoMy Aeny. KatepuHa JlbBoBHa XeHa CBOEMY MYXXY 3aKOHHasi; [OSroB B BUAOY HET, HY U
cnepyerT, cTano 6bITb, AonyCcTUTL ee. U gonycTunu.



Kueet KatepuHa JlbBoBHa, LapcteyeT, u Cepery no Hen yx Cepreem Oununbidem cTanu 3BaTb; a TyT XMOM, HU
OTTyda, HU oTcloAa, HoBas HanacTb. [uwyT u3 JlueeH ropoackomy rornose, 4to Bopuc Tumodeuny ToproBan He Ha BECb CBOW
KanuTan, 4to 6onee, Yem ero cobCTBEHHbLIX AEHEr, Y Hero B 06opoTe GbINo AeHer ero ManoneTHero nnemsiHHWka, ®epopa
3axapoBa JlsmuHa, 1 4YTO Aeno aTo Haao pasobpaTtb U He AaBaTh B pyku oaHou KaTepuHe JlbBoBHe. [puLino ato nseectue,
norosopun o Hem ronoea KatepuHe JIbBOBHE, a 3gak yepes Hegeno 6ay — u3 JInBeH npuesxaeTt crapylwka ¢ HebonbLwmm
Marnb4YMKOM.

— A, — roBopuT, — nokonHomy Bopucy Tumodendy cectpa 4BOKOPOAHAdA, a 3TO — MO NNeMAHHUK Genop JIaMuH.

KaTepuHa JIbBOBHa nx npuHana.

Ceprewn, Habnogasa co ABopa 3TOT MpUesd M npuem, caenaHHbin KatepnHoto JIbBOBHOK Mpuesxunm, nobnegHen kak
nnar.

—Yero TbI? — cnpocuna ero xos3qarika, 3ameTuB ero MepTByt0 GrneaHOCTb, KOr4a OH Bollen Bcred 3a NpUesXumn U,
pasrnsabiBasg Ux, OCTAaHOBUIICH B NepeaHen.

— Hunyero, — oTBevan, noBopayvBasicCb M3 nepedHen B CeHW, npukasuuk. — [ymaro, ckonb 3TU JIMBHbI OUBHbI, —
JOroBOPUIT OH CO B30XOM, 3aTBOPSAS 3a COOOM CEHNYHYIO ABEPb.

— Hy, a kak xe Tenepb 6bITb? — cnpawwmsan KatepuHy JIbBoBHy Cepren ®dununbiy, cuas ¢ HEH HOYbIO 3@ CaMOBapOM. —
Tenepb, KatepuHa MnbBoBHa, BbIXOOWT BCE HaLle C BaMu AENO npax.

— OTyero Tak npax, Cepexa?

—NoTomy 4TO 37O BCe Tenepb B pasgen nonaet. Hag yem xe TyT Hag nycTbiM AenoM OyaeT Xo3siMHnYaTh?

— Hew c 1e64, Cepexa, mano oyget?

— [la He 0 TOM, YTO C MEHS; a 51 B TEM TONbKO CyMIIEBAIOCh, YTO CHACTbS YK TOro Ham He Byaer.

— Kak Tak? 3a 4to Ham, Cepexa, cyactbs He byaeT?

— MoTomy, kak no nbsm Moen Kk Bam 51 xxenan 6bl, KatepuHa NnbBoBHA, BMAETL BAac HACTOALLEN AAaMON, @ HE TO YTO
Kak Bbl gonpex cero >xunu, — otBevyan Cepren dununbid. — A Tenepb HaobOpPOT TOro BbLIXOAMT, YTO MPU YMEHbLUEHUU
KanuTarna Mbl U Jaxe NpOTMB NPEXHEro OOIMKHbI FOpasfo HDKE eLle NPOM3oNTH.

— [a Hew MHe aTo, Cepexeuka, HyXXHO?

— OHo TOYHO, KatepuHa MnbBoBHa, 4YTO BaMm, MOXET ObITb, 3TO N COBCEM HE B MHTEPECE, HY TONMbKO ANS MEHS, Kak 5
BaC yBaxato, 1 OnsATb XXe CYnpoTUB NIOACKMX rMas, NoAnbIX U 3aBUCTNMBBLIX, Y)XXacHO 3ToO byaeT 6onbHO. Bam Tam kak bGyger
YyrofHO, pasyMeeTcs, a A Tak CBOMM COODpaXeHNeM pacronarato, YTo HUKoraa 9 Yepes 3Tn obCcToAaTenscTBa cHacTnuB ObiTh
He mory.

M nowen, n nowen Cepren urpate KatepuHe JIbBOBHE Ha 3Ty HOTY, 4TO cTan oH 4depe3 Penw JismnHa cambiM
HecYacTHbIM YENOBEKOM, NULLIEH ByAyYn BO3MOXHOCTW BO3BENUYMTL U OTNNYMTL ee, KaTepuHy JIbBOBHY, Npeao BCEM CBOUM
KynevectBoMm. CBogun ato Cepren BCAKMI pa3 Ha To, 4YTo He Byab atoro Peau, To poaut oHa, KatepuHa JIbBoBHa, pebeHka
00 OEeBATU MECSILEB NOCNE NPONaxu MyXa, JOCTAaHeTCs e BECb KanuTarn 1 Torgaa c4acTblo UX KOHUa-mepbl He Byaer.

[maBa gecarasa

A notom Bapyr Cepren n nepecran COBCEM rOBOPUTb O HacrnegHuke. Kak TonNbko NpekpaTunncb O HEM peyn B ycTax
Cepreesbix, Tak 3acen ®egs lNamuH n B ym, n B cepgue KatepuHbl JIbBoBHbI. [daxe 3agymumBas u k camomy Cepreto
HernackoBasl oHa ctana. CnuT nn, No X03sNCTBY MW BbINAET, Unn 60ry MonuTbCHA CTaHeT, a Ha yme Bce Y Hee odHo: «Kak xe
3TO; 3a YTO B caMOM fJene JOoSMKHa A Yepes3 Hero nuwntbes Kanutana? CTonbko s cTpagana, CTOMbKO rpexa Ha CBOK AyLuy
npuHana, — aymaet KatepuHa JIbBOBHa, — a OH 6e3 BCAKMX XJ1I0NOT npuexasn U OTHUMaeT y MeHs... M gobpo 6kl Yenosek, a
TO ANTA, ManbyuK...»

Ha paBope ctanu paHHue 3amoposku. O 3uHoBun Bopuckive, pasymeeTcs, HUKaKUX CryxoB HUOTKyAA He Mnpuxoauno.
KatepuHa JIbBOBHa nonHena v Bce xogmna 3agymumBas; No ropogy Ha ee cuyeT B 6apabaHbl 6apabaHunu, gobupascs, kak 1
oTyero monogas Wamamnosa Bce Hepyauua Obina, Bce xygena Ada uYaBpena, u BAPYr cnepegu nyxHyTb nowna. A
oTpoyecTByOLWMI coHacnegHvk ®eas NammH B nerkom 6envybem Tynyne norynuean no ABOPY Aa fedok Mo KOrgobuHkam
nonamslisar.

— Hy, ®eogop WrHaTtbuy! Hy, Kyneukui cbiH! — kpuuuT, BbiBano, Ha Hero, npoberad no OBOpYy, Kyxapka AKCUHbS. —
Mpuctano 310 Tebe, Kyneukomy-To CbiHy, A4a B fy)Kax KonaTbcsa?

A coHacnegHuk, cmywaslumi KatepuHy JIbBoBHY € ee npegmeToM, NobpbikuBan cebe 6e3MsATEXHbIM KO3JTMKOM U eLe
Ge3maTexxHee cnan cynpoTuB nectoBasLlen ero 6abyLiku, He gymasi U He NOMBILLNIAS, YTO OH KOMY-HUOYAb nepeLuen Jopory
nnu noy6aBun cyacTbs.

HakoHeL, Haberan cebe Peas BeTpsAHYHO OCMy, @ K HEW NpuBsdanach elle NpocTyaHas 6orb B rpyan, U Manbyvk Crer.
Jleunnu ero cHavyana TpaBkamMu fa MypaBkamu, a NOTOM M 3a fiekapeM nocnanu.

Cran e3guTb nekapb, CTan NponucbiBaTb fekapcTBa, CTanu Mx gaBaTb ManbyuKy No 4yacam, To cama 6abyuika, a To
KaTepuHy JIbBOBHY nonpocwur.

— MNoTpyaunck, — ckaxeT, — KaTepuHyLika, — Tbl, MaTb, Cama YenoBeK rpy3HbIi, cama cyaa 6oXbero xaeLb; NoTPyAMCh.

KaTepuHa JlbBOBHa He oOTkasbiBana ctapyxe. [longeTt fiM Ta KO BCEHOLLHOM MOMOMUTLCA 3a «JeXxallero Ha ogpe
b6onesHn otpoka deogopa» WUnM K paHHen obefgHe 4acTouvKy 3a Hero BblHYyTb, KaTepuHa JlbBoBHa cuant y 60MbHOro, 1
HarouT ero, N NekapcTBo emy AacT BO-BPEMS.

Tak nowuna crapyLlka K Be4epHe 1 KO BCEHOLLHOM Nof npasaHuk BeefeHus, a KatepuHyLuKy nonpocuna npucMoTpeTb
3a ®earowkon. Manbyuk B 3Ty nopy yx obmorancs.

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa B3owwa Kk Pefe, a OH CMaAUT Ha NOCTENU B CBOEM Bennybem Tynynyuke n YmTaeT naTtepuk.



— YTto Tl 9TO UnTaews, Peasa? — cnpocuna ero, yceBLNCh B kKpecno, KateprHa J1bBOBHa.

— XKutue, TeTeHbka, YuTato.

— 3aHAaTHO?

— Ou4eHb, TeTEHbKA, 3aHATHO.

KatepuHa JIbBOBHa noanepnack pykow M cTana cMOTpeTb Ha weBensuwero rybamm ®eato, n Bopyr CNOBHO OEMOHbI C
Lenu copBanucb, 1 pa3oM OCENU ee MPEeXHWE MbICITM O TOM, CKOSbKO 3fa NPUYUHAET el 3TOT MarnbyuK U Kak Obl XOpoLo
6bIno, ecnn 6bl ero He 6bIno.

«A Bedb 4TO, — gymanocb KatepuHe JlbBoBHe, — Beb OOMBHOWM OH; NIEKApCTBO €My AAlOT... Marno fv 4To B 6onesHu...
TonbKo BCEro 1 ckasy, YTo fiekapb He Takoe nekapcTBO NoTpaduny.

— Nopa Tebe, ®ens, nekapcrea?

— MoxanywnTte, TeTeHbKka, — OTBEYan Manb4yuK U, xnNebHyB Noxky, Ao6aBun: — o4eHb 3aHATHO, TeTEHbKa, 3TO O CBATbIX
onucbiBaeTcs.

—Hy wuwurtain, — npopoHuna KartepuHa JlbBoBHa n, 06BeAs XOMNOAHbIM B3rMsiAOM KOMHATy, OCTaHOBUNA €ro Ha
pa3puCOBaHHbIX MOPO30M OKHaXx.

— Hapo okHa BeneTb 3akpbiTb, — CKasdana OHa W BbllWfa B FOCTUHYI0, a OTTyAa B 3any, a ortyaa k cebe HaBepx u
npucena.

MuHYT Yepes nATb K HEN Tyda e HaBepx Monya Bowen Cepren B pOMaHOBCKOM MOMyLIy6Ke, OTOPOYEHHOM MYLLIMCTBIM
KOTUKOM.

— 3akpbinu okHa? — cnpocuna ero KatepuHa JlbBoBHa.

— 3akpbinu, — oTpbIBUCTO oTBeYan Cepren, CHAM WuUnuamMm co CBEYN 1 CTan y Neyku.

Boasopunocb monyaHue.

— HoHuye BceHowwHas He ckopo koH4YMTCA? — cnpocuna KatepuHa JlbBoBHa.

— MNpa3gHuk BonbLuon 3aBTpa: 4onro ByayT cnyxuTb, — oTBeyan Cepren.

OnaTb BbIWMA Nay3a.

— CxoguTtb Kk Pefe: OH Tam oauH, — NpousHecna, nogsiMasick, KatepuHa JibBoBHa.

— OanH? — cnpocun ee, mMsHyB ncnognobbs, Cepren.

— OpguH, — oTBEYana oHa eMy LWenoToMm, — a 4Yto?

M 13 rnas B rmasa y HMX 3amenbKarna CroBHO Kakasd CeTb MOMHMEHOCHAas; HO HUKTO He ckasan Gonee gpyr opyry Hu
cnosa.

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa cowina BHM3, MpoLUnacb Mo MycTbiM KOMHATaMm: Be3fe BCE TWXO; flamnagbl CMOKOWHO ropsAT; Mno
CTeHaMm pa3beraeTca ee cobCTBEHHas TeHb; 3aKpblTble CTABHAMMW OKHA Hayanu oTTauBaTb M 3annakanu. deas cuaut u
ynutaeT. YBnas KatepuHy JIbBOBHy, OH TONbKO cKkasan:

— TeTeHbka, NONOXbTe, NOXanNyncTa, 3Ty KHWXKY, 8 MHe BOH Ty, C 0bpasHuka, noxanymure.

KatepuHa J1bBOBHa McnonHuna npocb0y nnemMsaHHMKa 1 nogana emy KHury.

— Tbl He 3acHyn nu 661, ena?

— Her, TeTeHbka, 51 6yay 6abyLuky oxXmMaaTbCA.

— Yero Tebe ee xgaTb?

— OHa MHe BnarocnoBeHHoro xnebua ot BceHoLHon obellanacs.

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa BOpYr nobneaHena, coOOCTBEHHbIV pebeHOK Yy Hee BMepBbIE MOBEPHYNCS Mo cepauem, U B rpyam y
Hee NpoTsAHYNo xonogoM. locTtosna oHa cpean KOMHaTbl U BbilUfa, NoTUpas CTbIHYLLME PYKM.

— Hy! — wenHyna oHa, TMX0 B30WAsi B CBOIO CrnarsbHI0 U cHOBa 3acTaBasi Cepresl B NPeXXHEM MOMOXEHUMN Y NEYKN.

— Yt0? — cnpocun eaBa cnblwHO Ceprei 1 nonepxHyncs.

— OH oauH.

Ceprev HagBvHYn OpPOBM U CTan TSXKENO AblWaTb.

— Mongem, — nopbIBMCTO 06EpPHYBLUMCH K ABEPU, ckadana KaTepuHa JIbBOBHa.

Cepreli BbICTPO CHAN canorn 1 cNpocun:

— Y710 X B3ATL?

— Hwnyero, — ogHum npugbixaHuem oteeTuna KatepuHa JIbBoBHa 1 TMXO noBena ero 3a coboto 3a pyky.

[maea ogmMHHaguaTas

BonbHOM Manb4ymK B3OPOrHYN U ONyCTUI Ha KOMEHU KHWXKKY, Korda K Hemy B TpeTui pa3 B3owna KatepuHa JlbBoBHa.

— Y10 ThI, Pepa?

— Ox, 51, TeTeHbKa, Yero-To ucnyrarcs, — oTBeyar oH, TPEBOXHO yNbl0asicb U NPWKMMAsACh B Yron NocTenu.

— Yero x Tbl ucnyrancs?

— [a KTO 9T0 C BamMu LLEN, TeTEeHbKa?

— 'pe? HUKTO CO MHOWM, MUNEHBLKUIA, He LLEen.

— HukTo?

Manbunk NOTSHYICSA K HOram KpoBaTW U, MPULLYPUB rria3a, NOCMOTPEN MO HaMpaBfeHUIO K OBEPSM, Yepe3 KoTopble
BOLUJSIA TETKA, U YCMOKOUIICS.

— JTO MHe, BEPHO, Tak NoKa3anocb, — cKa3ar OH.

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa ocTaHOBMIIAacb, OGMOKOTACH HA U3rONTOBHYH CTEHKY NNEMSAHHUKOBOW KPOBATMU.

dens nocMoTpen Ha TETKY M 3aMeTun eur, YTO OHa OTYero-To coBcem GneaHas.



B oTtBeT Ha 3T0 3amevaHue KaTepuHa JlbBOBHa MPOM3BONBLHO KallfgHyna U ¢ oxuaaHuem nocMoTpena Ha ABepb
rocTuHon. Tam TONbKO TUXO TPeCHyna ofHa nonosuLa.

— XKutne moero aHrena, cesatoro ®eofopa CtpaTunara, TeTeHbka, YMTtato. — BoT yroxxgan 6ory-To.

KatepuvHa JlbBOBHa cTOoSAiNa Monya.

— XoTuTte, TeTEHbKA, CAAbTE, a 4 BaM ONATb NPoYMTal? — nackasncs K Hew NIeMAHHUK.

—NocTton, A cenyac, ToNbKo BOT namnagy B 3ane nonpasnio, — oTBeTuna KatepuHa JIbBoBHa 1 Bbilna TOPOMNSUBOKO
NOXOAKOMN.

B rocTuHol nocnbiwancs cambli TUXMIA LWENOT; HO OH JoLuen cpean obuiero 6e3monBusa 4o YyTKOro yxa pebeHka.

— TeTteHbka! ga 4to X a10? C KEM e 3TO Bbl TaM LUENYeTeCb? — BCKPUKHYI, C Crie3amu B rorioce, Manb4umk. — Vignte
clofa, TeTeHbka: s1 OoloCb, — elle crnesnvBee Mo3Ban OH Yepe3 CeKkyHay, M emy nochnblwanocb, YTo KatepuHa JlbBoBHa
ckasana B rOCTMHOWN «HY», KOTOpOEe Manb4urK OTHeC K cebe.

— Yero 6omLbCA? — HECKONBKO OXpUMLUMM roniocom crnipocuna ero KatepuHa JIbBoBHa, BXOAsl CMENbIM, peLunTenbHbIM
LIaroM M CTaHOBSICb Yy €ro KpoBaTu Tak, YTO ABEPb M3 FOCTUHOM Bbina 3akpbiTa 0T BOMbLHOro ee Tenom. — Jlar, — ckasana oHa
eMy Bcrnep 3a 9TuMm.

— 4, TeTeHbKa, He Xou4y.

— Her, Tbl, ®efq, nocnywancsa Mens, nar, nopa; nar, — nostopuna KatepuHa JIeBoBHa.

— UYTt0 370 BhHI, TETEHbKA! Aa 51 HE XO4Yy COBCEM.

— HeTt, Tbl noxwuce, noxuck, — nporosopuna KaTtepuHa JlbBoBHa ONATb M3MEHUBLUMMCSH, HETBEPAbIM FOfIOCOM W,
CXBaTMB Marnbyumka nof MbILLKW, NONOXMKa ero Ha N3ronoBsbe.

B 310 MrHoBeHune defsa HEMCTOBO BCKPUKHYI: OH yBMAan Bxoaswero 6rnegHoro, 6ocoro Cepres.

KatepuHa JlbBOBHa 3axBaTuna CBOEK NTAaJOHbI0 PacKpbITbIf B yXKace poT UCMyraHHOro pedeHka 1 KpukHyna:

— A Hy cKopee; Oepxu poBHO, 4Tob He Buncs!

Ceprew B3an ®efto 3a HOrM 1 3a pyku, a KatepuHa JIbBOBHa 0A4HUM OBWKEHUEM 3aKkpblnia eTCKOe NNYMKO cTpaganbLua
BONbLUIOD MYXOBOK MOAYLLKOK U cCama HaBanunacb Ha Hee CBOEW KPernKowW, yNpyron rpyapsto.

MWHyTbI YeTbipe B KOMHATE GbINO MOTMNBHOE MOMYaHue.

— KoHuuncs, — npowentana KatepuHa J1bBOBHaA M TONbKO YTO NpuBCcTana, 4Tobbl NpUBECTb BCE B NOPSAAOK, KaK CTEHbI
TMXOro AOMa, COKPbIBLLUErO CTONbKO MPECTYNNEHUN, 3aTPsiCIUCb OT OrNyLUMTENbHbIX YAApOB: OKHa Apebesdxanu, nosnbl
Kayanucb, LLenoYvky BUCAYMX namnazg B3gparmeanuv un 6nyxganu no cteHam aHTacTUHECKUMN TEHSIMMU.

Cepren 3agpoxan n co Bcex Hor bpocuncs 6exatb; KatepuHa JIbBoBHa knHynacb 3a HMM, a LUyM W ram 3a HUMMW.
Kasanocb, kakne-To He3eMHble CUMbl KOMbIXanu rpeLlHbIn JOM 40 OCHOBaHWUS.

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa Oosinacb, 4ToObl, roHMMbIN cTpaxom, Ceprevi He Bblbexan Ha ABOp M He Bbigan cebs cBOMM
nepenyromM; HO OH KMHYNCS NPSIMO Ha BbILLKY.

B3bexaBwun Ha nectHuuy, Ceprein B TEMHOTE TpecHyrncs nboM o nonynpuTBOPEHHY OBEPb U CO CTOHOM noneTen
BHU3, COBepLUEHHO 06e3ymMeB OT CyeBEepHOro cTpaxa.

— 3unHoBu bopuckid, 3uHoBun Bopuckiy! — GopmoTan OH, NeTs BHWM3 FONOBOK MO MecTHUUE M yBrekas 3a cobol
cbuTyto um ¢ Hor KaTtepuHy J1oBOBHY.

—pe? — cnpocuna oHa.

— BoTt Hag Hamu ¢ xenesHbiM nnctom nponeten. Bot, BoT onaTe! ai, an! — 3akpnyan Ceprei, — rpemMuT, OnsiTb FPEMUAT.

Tenepb GbINO O4YEHBb ACHO, YTO MHOXECTBO PYK CTy4aT BO BCE OKHA C YNMUbI, @ KTO-TO JIOMUTCS B ABEPMU.

— Oypak! BctaBan, aypak! — kpukHyna KatepuHa JlbBOBHa 1 ¢ 3TMMM crioBaMu OHa cama nopxHyna k ®efe, ynoxuna
ero MepTBYlO rofioBy B CaMOW eCTECTBEHHOM Crisilleil mo3e Ha nodylikax u TBepAoW pyKow oTnepria ABepw, B KOTOpble
nomwunach Ky4a Hapopja.

3penuuie 6bino crpawHoe. KatepuHa JIbBOBHa rMsiHyna MoBbilWe TOMMbl, OCa)XAalLwWen KpbifbLo, a Ype3 BbICOKWN
3abop LenbiMM psagamu nepenesaroT Ha BOP HE3HAKOMbIE MW, U Ha YrWLe CTOH CTOMT OT JIFOACKOro roBopa.

He ycnena KatepwuHa JIbBOBHa HM4ero coobpasuntb, kak Hapoa, OKpYyXatoLnii KpbinbLO, CMS ee 1 6pocun B NOKoOW.

[maBa gBeHaguaTas

A BCsl 3Ta TpeBora npouv3oLusnia BOT Kakum 0b6pas3oM: Hapody Ha BCEHOLIHOW nog ABYHAOEeCHATbIN NpasfgHUK BO BCEX
LuepkBax XOTb W ye34HOro, HO AOBOMbHO 6OMbLWIOrO M MPOMBILWEHHOTO ropoda, rae xuna KatepuHa JlbBoBHa, ObiBaeT
BMAMMO-HEBMAMMO, @ YK B TOWN LIepKBM, rae 3aBTpa NPeCTon, Aaxe 1 B orpage sibrnoky ynactb Herge. TyT 0ObIKHOBEHHO MOKOT
neByme, COOpaHHblE M3 Kynevyeckmx MOSMOALOB M ynpaBnseMble OCOObIM pereHToM Toxe K3 nbutenen BoOKanbHOroO
NCKyCCTBa.

Haw Hapop HaboXHbIN, K LLEepPKBU OOXUEN payvUTENbHBLIN U MO BCEMY 3TOMY Hapog B CBOK MEPY XyOOXECTBEHHbIN:
6naronenue LEepKOBHOE N CTPOMHOE «OPraHUCTOE» MEHME COCTaBNSAT AN HEFO OOHO U3 CaMbiX BbICOKMX U CaMbIX YUCTbIX
ero HacnaxgeHun. [ge nowT neByne, Tam y Hac cobupaeTcsd YyTb He MOMOBMHA ropoda, 0COBEHHO TOproBasi MOMOAEXb:
NPUKasdvky, Marnb4vku, MOodubl, MactepoBble C dabpuk, C 3aBOOOB M CamMu XO3sieBa C CBOMMM MOMOBMHaMK, — BCe
COOLIOTCA B OAHY LIEPKOBb; KaXKOOMY XOYEeTCS XOTb Ha Mnanepty MoCcToATb, XOTb MO4 OKHOM Ha MEKIOM Xapy unu Ha
TpeckydemM MOpO3e MocnyLlaTb, Kak OpraHUT OKTaBa, a 3aHOCUCTLIN TEHOP OTMMBAET camble KanpusHble Bapwnaku.[1 - B
Oprnosckon rybepHun neBymne Tak HasbiBaloT dopunsru (npyum. Jleckosa).]

B npuxogckon uepkByM u3mannoBCKOro goma Obin nMpecTon B 4ecTb BBEOEHMS BO Xpam npeceBaTbia 6oropoauubl, v
noToMy Be4yepoM MOA AeHb 3TOro npasfHuKa, B caMoe BpeMsi ONUCaHHOro npouvcliectsus ¢ denen, Monoaexb LEernoro



ropoga 6bina B 3TOM LEPKBU U, pacXOAACh LUYMHOK TOSMMOK, TONKoBana o AOCTOMHCTBaX M3BECTHOrO TEHOPA U CryYamnHbIX
HEMNOBKOCTAX CTOfb e U3BecTHoro baca.

Ho He Bcex 3aHMManu aTu BoKarbHble BONPOCHI: 6bifn B TONMNE M0AW, UHTEPECOBaBLUMECS U APYTVIMU BOMPOCaMM:

— A BOT, pebsaATa, 4YyaHO TOXe npo Monoayk Vamanmnuxy ckasbiBaloT, — 3aroBopun, noaxoas K aomy WMamannosbix,
MOMOAOW MALUMHUCT, NPUBE3EHHbIA OOHUM KynuoM u3 [leTepbypra Ha CBOK MapoBYK MENbHULY, — CKa3blBaloT, — FOBOPUI
OH, — OyATO Y HEe C MXHUM NprKazynkom Cepexkomn No BCAKYID MUHYTY amypbl MayT...

— 370 yX BCeM U3BECTHO, — OTBEYar Tysyn, KpbITbI CUHEN HaHKOW. — Ee HOHYe 1 B LepkBH, 3HaTb, He ObINo.

— Yto uepkoBb? CTomMb ckBepHasa 6abeHka ncnackyamnach, YTo yXK HM 6ora, H1u COBECTW, HU rnas MoACKuX He bouTtcs.

— A b, y HUX BOT CBETUTCA, — 3aMeTUN MaLLUNHUCT, YKa3blBasi Ha CBETNYIO NONOCKY MeXay CTaBHAMW.

— [MsHb-Ka B LLEMNOYKyY, YTO Tam AenarT? — LbIKHYN HECKOSbKO rofl0CoB.

MaLlumMHUCT onepcs Ha ABOE TOBapWULLIECKUX MAEY M TOMbKO YTO MPUIIOXWUN rMa3 K CTaBEHHOMY CTBOpPY, kak 6rarvm
MaTOM KPWUKHYIT:

— Bpatubl Mmou, rony6uunkn! gywat Koro-To 3aech, aywar!

M MalmMHUCT OTHasiHHO 3aKOMNOTUI pykaMu B CTaBHIO. YenoBek AecaTb nocnegosany ero npuMepy 1, BCKOYMB K OKHaM,
TOoXe 3apaboTanu Kynakamu.

Tonna yBenuumMBanacb Kaxgoe MrHoBeHue, 1 Npon3oLLrna U3BecTHasi HaM ocaja U3MannoBCKOro Joma.

— Bupgen cam, cobGCTBEHHBIMM MOMMM Ma3amu BuAen, — CBMAETENbCTBOBaN Hag MepTBbiM Pefero MalMHWCT, —
MraZeHeL, nexan noBepXeH Ha fnoxe, a OHW BABOEM AyLUWIK ero.

Cepres B3sinM B YacTb B TOT e Beyep, a KatepuHy JIbBOBHY OTBENU B €€ BEPXHIOK KOMHATY Y MPUCTaBUIN K HEN OBYX
YacoBblIX.

B nome MamannoBbix 6bin HECTEPMMMbIA XONOA4: NeYN He TONWMWCh, OBEPb Ha NAAWM HE cTosna: odHa rycras tonna
nobonbITHOrO Hapoda cMeHsana Aapyryt. Bece xogunu cmotpeTb Ha nexatero B rpody ®Pento v Ha gpyron Gonblion rpob,
NAOTHO 3aKPbIThI NO KpbILe LMPOKOI neneHow. Ha nby y ®eamn nexan 6enbin atnacHbIn BEHYMK, KOTOPbIM Bbln 3aKkpbIT
KpacHbli pybeL, ocTaBwuiics nocrne BCKpbiTUa Yepena. CyaebHO-MeanLMHCKMM BCKpbITUEM Bbino obHapyxeHo, 4to deas
ymep OT yayweHus, n npusegeHHbIn Kk ero Tpyny Cepren, npu nepBbiX e CnoBax CBSILLEHHWKa O CTpalHOM cyae M
HakasaHUM HepackasHHbIM, pacnakancs 1 YMCTocepAeyHO Co3Harcsa He TOKMO B ybunctee degn, HO 1 nonpocun oTkonatb
3apbiToro um 6e3 norpebeHns 3uHoBus Bbopucbiva. Tpyn myxa KaTepuHbl JIbBOBHbI, 3apbiThii B CyXOM Mecke, elle He
COBEpPLUEHHO Pa3fOXWUICA: €ro BbIHYNM K yroxunu B Gonbloi rpod. CBoeto yvyacTHULE B 060MX 3TUX MPECTYNNeHnsxX
Ceprewn Ha3Ban, K BceobLiemy yxacy, Mornoayto xo3siky. KatepyHa JlbBoBHa Ha BCce BOMPOCHI OTBeYarna TOfbKO: «si HAYEro
3TOro He 3Haw ¥ He Bepalo». Cepres 3acTaBunM ynuyaTb €e Ha OYHOW cTaBke. Bbicnywae ero npusHanus, KatepuHa
JlbBOBHa NocmoTpena Ha Hero ¢ HeMbIM U3yMIeHNeM, HO 6e3 rHeBa, U MOTOM pPaBHOAYLLUHO cka3ana:

— Ecnn emy oxoTa 6binia 3T0 cka3biBaTh, Tak MHE 3anMpaTbCs Heyero: 8 youna.

— [ns 4ero xe? — cnpawwuBanu ee.

— [ins Hero, — oTBeyana oHa, Nokasas Ha nosecwusLuero ronosy Cepres.

lMpecTynHMKOB paccagunu B OCTPOre, M yxacHoe Aeno, obpaTtusluee Ha cebs BceoOlee BHMMaHWE U HerogoBaHue,
ObINIO peLLeHo o4eHb ckopo. B koHue deBpansa Cepreto 1 kyneveckomn Tpeteen runbanm saose KatepuHe JIbBoBHE 06bs1BUNIM
B YrONOBHOW nanaTe, YTO WX pELUeHO HakasaTb NreTbMM Ha TOProBOW MroLwagn CBOEro ropoga v cocrnaTb NOTOM oboux B
KaTopXHylo paboTy. B Hayane mapTta, B XONOAHOE MOPO3HOE YTPO, Manad oTcyMTan MOSIOKEHHOEe 4YMCIo CuHe-BarpoBbIxX
pybuoB Ha oGHakeHHoW 6enoi cnuHe KaTepuHbl JIbBOBHBI, @ MOTOM OTOMN nopumio 1 Ha nnevax Cepresa v 3awTemnenesan
€ro Kpacusoe nuuo TpeMs KaTOPXHbIMU 3HaKaMu.

Bo Bce ato Bpemsi Cepreii nodemy-to Bo3byxgan ropasgo 6onee obuiero couvyBcTBusl, Yem KaTepuHa JlbBOBHa.
Mi3mMaszaHHbIN 1 OKpOBaBMEHHbIN, OH Nagarn, cXoAs ¢ YepHoro awadgoTa, a KatepuHa J1bBOBHa coluna TUX0, CTapasiCb TOMLKO,
4yTOObI TONCTas pybaxa u rpybasi apecTtaHTCKas CBATA He Npuseranu K ee N3opBaHHOM CNUHeE.

Oaxe B ocTpoxHoW OonbHWLE, Korga el Tam noganu ee pebeHka, oHa Tonbko ckas3ana: «Hy ero coscem!» u,
OTBOPOTACH K CTEHe, 6e3 BCSKOro cToHa, 6e3 BCAKON anobbl noBanunach rpyabto Ha XXECTKYH KOWKY.

maBa TpuHaguaTtas

MapTtus, B koTopyto nonanu Cepren n KatepuHa JIbBOBHa, BbiCTynana, korga BeCcHa 3Hauunacb TOMNbKO MO KaneHgapto,
COSHBILLKO eLle No HapOAHOW NOCMOBULE «APKO CBETUSO, Aa HE TENNO rpesioy.

PebeHka KatepuHbl JIbBOBHbI OTAanu Ha BOCMUTaHWE cTapyllke, cectpe Bopuca Tumodbenya, Tak Kak, cyutaschb
3aKOHHbIM CbIHOM YOWUTOro My)xa NpecTynHuUbl, MNaJeHey ocTaBancs eAMHCTBEHHbIM HacnegHUKOM BCEro Tenepb
N3MalnnoBckoro coctosiHms. KatepmnHa JIbBoBHa Oblna 3TUM OYeHb LOBOSIbHA W OTAana AUTS BeCbMa paBHOAYLWHO. J1to6oBb
€e K 0Ty, Kak Nob0oBb MHOTUX CIULLKOM CTPACTHBIX >XEHLLMH, HE Nepexoaunnia HUKako CBOE YacTuio Ha pebeHka.

Brnpoyem, ons Hee He CyLleCTBOBArNo HM CBETA, HU TbMbl, HU XyAa, HU A406pa, HU CKYKWU, HN padoCTEN; OHa HUYEro He
noHMMana, HUKoro He niobuna n cedbst He nobuna. OHa xgana ¢ HeTeprneHMeM TOSbKO BbICTYMSIEHWUS NapTUM B AOpPOry, rae
onATb Hagesnacb BUAETbLCA ¢ cBouM Cepexeukon, a 0 AuTAaTU 3abbina u gymaTb.

Hapexabl KaTtepuHbl JIbBOBHbI €€ He 0OMaHynu: TSXKENO OKOBaHHBIN Lensamu, knermMeHbin Cepren Boillen B O4HOW C
Helo KyyKe 3a OCTPOXHblE BOPOTA.

Ko BcsikoMy OTBpaTUTENIbHOMY MOSIOXEHUIO 4YesloBeK MO BO3MOXHOCTU MNPUBLIKAET U B KaXXOOM MOSIOXKEHUN OH
COXpaHsieT Mo BO3MOXHOCTM CMOCOBGHOCTb NpecrefoBaTh CBOU CKyAHble pagocTu; Ho KatepuHe JIbBOBHE He K Yyemy Obino 1
npucnocabnueaTbcsa: oHa BUAMT onaTb Cepresi, a C HUM el U KaTOPXHbIV NyTb LIBETET CHACTUEM.



Mano BbiHecna ¢ coboto KatepuHa JIbBoBHa B NECTPSANHHOM MELLKE LIEHHbIX BELLEN U elle TOro MeHbLUE HalMYHbIX
aeHer. Ho n ato Bce, elle ganeko He goxoas Ao HwkHero, pasgana OHa 3TanHbIM yHAepam 3a BO3MOXHOCTb MATU C
Cepreem psaAbILLKOM AOPOron U MOCTOSATb C HUM OBHSIBLUMCH YAacOK TEMHOW HOYbK0 B XOMOAHOM 3aKOyNouvke Y3eHbKOro
3TanHoro Kopugopa.

Tonbko WTEMNeNeBaHHbIM Apyok KaTepuHbl JIbBOBHbI CTan YTO-TO OO HEE OYEHb HEMACKOB: UTO €M HU CKaXeT, Kak
OTOPBET; TalHbIMW CBMAAHLSAMW C HEW, 3a KOTOpble Ta He €BLUM U He MUBLUM OTOAAEeT CaMOWM el HYXHbI YeTBepTadoK u3
TOLLEro Kollesbka, JOPOXUT HE OYEHb U Ja)e He pa3 roBapuBar:

— Tbl 3amecT TOro, 4YTo0 YrNbl-TO B KOPMAOPE BbIXOAUTb CO MHOW 006TMpaTb, MHe Obl 3TU OeHbrM NpeaocTaBuna, YTo
yHOEepy oTaana.

— YeTtBepTayok Bcero, CepexeHbka, 1 Aana, — onpaegbiBanacbk Katepuna JIbBoBHa.

— A 4eTBepTayoK Hew He AeHbrn? MHOro Tbl MUX Ha AOpOore-To HamogHMMana, 3TUX YeTBepTaykoB, a paccoBana yx,
yamn, Hemaro.

— 3a 10 xe, Cepexa, Buaanuchb.

— Hy nerko nu, pagocTb kakas nocne aTakon Myku BuaaTtbca-T1o! 2KMCTb-TO CBOK NPOKsAS Obl, @ HE TO YTO CBMAaHUe.

— A mHe, Cepexa, Bce paBHO: MHe nuwb Obl Tebsa BUaeTh.

— 'nynoctu Bce 370, — oTBe4van Cepren.

KaTtepuHa JIbBOBHa MHOWM pa3 o KpPoBM ryObl Kycana npu Takux OTBeTax, a MHOW pa3 U Ha ee HemnnakCuMBbIX rnasax
cnesbl 3M100bl 1 gocagbl HaBepTbiBaNMCb B TEMHOTE HOYHbLIX CBUAAHWIA; HO BCE OHa Tepnena, Bce Mon4ana u cama cebs
XoTena oOMaHbIBaThb.

Takum obpa3om B 3TMX HOBbIX APYr K OPYry OTHOLWIEHMsX Aownu oHn ao HwkHero Hoeropoga. 3gecb nmapTtusa mx
coeavHMnachk ¢ napTueto, criegosaBLlelo B CMOUPb C MOCKOBCKOro TpakTa.

B aTon Gonblon napTum B YMCe MHOXECTBA BCSKOrO Hapoga B XXEHCKOM oTaeneHun 6binv ABa OYeHb MHTEPECHbIe
nuua: ogHa — congatka duoHa u3 fApocnaens, Takasi YygecHas, POCKOLLHAA XXEHLUHA, BbICOKOrO poCTa, C ryCTOH YEPHO
KOCOKO M TOMHbIMM KapuvMu rria3amu, Kak TauWHCTBEHHOM (paToM 3aBEeLUEeHHbIMU TYCTbIMW pecHuuamMu; a gpyras —
CeMHaauaTuneTHAs BOCTPONuMLUEHbKas BIOHAMHOYKA C HEXKHO-PO30BOW KOXEWN, KPOLLEYHbIM POTUKOM, SMOYKaMM Ha CBEXMX
Lieykax M 30M0TUCTO-PYCbIMU KyAPSIMU, Kanpu3HO BblberaBwiymm Ha nob M3-nog apecTaHTCKOW NeCTPSOUHHOM MOBSA3KW.
HeBouky a1y B naptumn 3s8anu COHETKOW.

Kpacaeuua ®unoHa Gbina HpaBa MSrkoro 1 neHnBoro. B cBoel napTum ee Bce 3HaNM, U HUKTO N3 MYXXYMH OCOOEHHO He
pagoBaricsl, 4OCTUrasi y Hee ycrnexa, W HUKTO He oropuarcsl, BuUasi, Kak oHa TEM >Xe CaMblM YCMEeXOM Aapwuna apyroro
nckaTens.

— TeTka ®noHa y Hac 6aba gobpetowas, HUKOMY OT Hee 06uabl HET, — FOBOPWUNW LLYTS apecTaHTbl B OA4MH rosoc.

Ho CoHeTka Gbina coBcemM B Apyrom poge.

06 aTon roBopunu:

— BbloH: OKOMO pyK BbETCS, @ B pyK/ HE JaeTcs.

CoHeTka mmena BKyc, 6niona BblGop M gaxe, MOXeT ObiTb, OYEHb CTPOrui BbIOOP; OHa XoTena, 4Tobbl CTpacTb
NPUHOCUNN €N HE B BMUAE ChIPOEXKU, a NoL MMKAHTHO, NPSHOK NpMNpaBolo, C CTpadaHusMu U ¢ xepteamu; a PuoHa Gbina
pycckasi TpocToTa, KOTOPOM Aaxe NeHb ckasdaTb KOMY-HMOYAb: «Npodb MOAUY» M KOTopasi 3HAeT TONbKO OAHO, YTO oHa 6aba.
Takne XeHLMHbI OYeHb BbICOKO LIEHATCS B pa3bOMHMYbMX LUalKax, apeCTaHTCKUX NapTusix U netepbyprckux coumanbHo-
OEeMOKPaTUYECKUX KOMMYHaX.

MosiBNeHne aTUX ABYX >XEHWWH B ofHOM coeamHeHHon naptum ¢ Cepreem un KatepuHon JlbBOBHOW wmmerno Ans
nocnegHen Tparnyeckoe 3HadeHue.

MaBa YeTblpHaaLaTas

C nepBbix e AHEN COBMECTHOrO criefoBaHWs CoeauHeHHON napTum oT HwkHero k KasaHum Cepren ctan BuaMMbim
obpa3omM 3auckuBaTb pacnonoxeHus congatkm ®uoHbl M He nocTpagan 6GesycnewHo. TomHas kpacasuua PuoHa He
nctomuna Cepresi, kKak He TOMUIa oHa No ceoer JobpoTe HMKoro. Ha TpeTbem mnmu yeTeseptom atane KarepuHa JlbBoBHa C
paHHUX Cymepek ycTpouna cebe, NocpeacTBOM noAkyna, ceugaHme ¢ Cepexeykomn u NexuT He CiuT: BCce XOeT, YTO BOT-BOT
B30OMAET AEXYPHbIV YHAEPOK, TUXOHBbKO TONKHET ee u wenHeT: «bern ckopeny. OTBOpMnack ABepb pas3, U Kakasi-To KEeHLUHa
IOPKHYNa B KOPWAOP; OTBOpUNach 1 elle pas ABepb, U elle C Hap CKOpPOo BCKoYMNa 1 ToXe ncyesrna 3a npoBoXartbiM Apyras
apecTaHTKa; HaKkoHel, AepHynu 3a cBuUTy, KoTopon Obina nokpbita KaTepuHa JlbBoBHa. Monogas »eHwiMHa ObICTpO
nogHsnacb C OOMOLWEHHbIX apecTaHTCKMMM GoKamMu Hap, HakuHyna CBUTY Ha MNIeyYn U TOMKHyna CTOSALWero nepen Heto
NpPOBOXAaToro.

Korga KaTtepuHa JlbBOBHa npoxoauna no Kopvaopy, TOMbKO B OOHOM MecTe, cnabo OoCBeLLeHHOM CIemnoto NOLLKOL,
OHa HaTKHynacb Ha ABe WnW TpW Napbl, He AaBaBluMe HuyeMm cebsi 3ameTuTb m3ganu. MNpu npoxoge KatepuHbl JIbBOBHbI
MUMO MY>KCKOW apeCTaHTCKOM, CKBO3b OKOLLEYKO, Npope3aHHoe B ABEPU, el MOCNbILLANCS CAepXaHHbIN XOXOT.

— Nwb xupytoT, — OypkHyn nposoxaTtbin KatepuHbl JIbBOBHbI M, NpuaepxaB e€e 3a Mneyn, TKHYIN B Yrorovek u
yaanuncs.

KatepuHa JlbBOBHa Hallynana pykow cButy n bopogdy; Apyras ee pyka KOCHyIiacb XapKoro XXeHCKoro nuua.

— K10 3107 — cnpocwun Bnonronoca Cepre.

— A Tbl Yero TyT? C kem Tbl 3T0?

KatepuHa JlbBOBHa OepHyna BMOTbMax MOBSA3KY C CBOEW COMepHMUbl. Ta CKOMb3Hyna B CTOPOHY, Gpocunacb wu,
CMOTKHYBLLUNCb Ha KOro-To B Kopuaope, nonertena.



W3 myxxckon kamepbl pasgancsa ApYyXHbIN XOXOT.

— 3nogen! — npowentana KatepuHa JIeBoBHa 1 ygapuna Cepres no nuuy KoHLamu nnaTtka, COpBaHHOIO C rosfioBbl €ro
HOBOW NOApYyru.

Cepren nogHan 6bino pyky; Ho KatepuHa JlbBOBHaA nerko npomeribkHyna no Kopuaopy W B3sinacb 3a CBOU OBEpMW.
XOXOT 13 MYXCKOW KOMHaTbl BCred el NoBTOPUIICA A0 TOro rpOMKO, YTO YacOBOW, anaTUYHO CTOSABLUMA NPOTMB MIOLIKU Y
nrnesaBLUMIA cebe B HOCOK canora, NPUNOAHSA FofioBY U PbIKHYI:

— Upbi!

KatepuHa JIbBOBHa ynernacb monya v Tak nponexana go ytpa. OHa xoTena cebe ckasaTb: «He Nobmo X ero», u
YyBCTBOBasa, 4YTo nobuna ero ewle ropsyee, eule donblie. M BOT B rnasax ee Bce pucyeTcsi, BCe pUCyeTcs, Kak NadoHb ero
Apoxarna y TO Nno4 ee rofioBoto, Kak apyras pyka ero obHmmMarna ee >xapkve nreym.

BegHas xeHwWmHa 3annakana n 3sana MMMOBOSBHO Ty XXe NafoHb, YTOObI OHa Gbina B 3Ty MUHYTY NOA €€ ronoBoto 1
4yT06 Apyras ero xe pyka obHANa ee UCTepUYECKN ApOoXKaBLUNE MAeyun.

— Hy, ogHauve, oanm xe Tbl MHE MO0 MOBA3KY, — NOOyAnna ee ytpom congatka ®uoHa.

— A, Tak 10 TbI?..

— OT1pan, noxanyncral!

— A Tbl 3a4eM pasny4aellb?

— [la 4em xe s Bac pasnyyat? Heww 310 kakas noboBb MM MHTEPEC B caMoM gere, 4Tob cepamTbea?

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa cekyHay nogymana, NOTOM BblHyfa M3-nog MOAYLUKM COPBaHHYH HO4YbH MOBSI3KY W, OpocuB ee
®uroHe, NoBEpHyach K CTEHKe.

En ctano nerve.

— Tbndyy, — ckasana oHa cebe, — Hey)Xenn X Taku K 3TOM floxaHKe KpalleHon s1 peBHoBaTb cTaHy? CruHb oHa! MHe un
NPUMEHSATL-TO cebsi K HEN CKBEPHO.

— A Tbl, KaTepuHa UinbBoBHa, BOT 4TO, — roBOpWI, May4n HasasTpa goporoto, Cepren, — Tbl, NoXxanymcra, pasymen, 4To
oavH pa3s g Tebe He 3nHoBun Bopucely, a gpyroe, YTO 1 Tbl TEMEPb HE BENUKA KYyNYmMxa: Tak Tbl HE MbILWNCh, cAeNnan MunocTb.
Ko3sbu pora y Hac B Topr HenayT.

KaTtepvHa JIbBOBHa HU4YEro Ha 3TO He OTBevana, U C Hegeno oHa wna, ¢ CepreemM HU CMOBOM, HU B3rNsgOM He
obmeHsBLIMCh. Kak obukeHHasi, OHa BCe-Taku BblAEpPXMBaAra xapaktep U He XxoTena caenaTb NepBoro wwara K npuMUpPEHUIo B
3TOoM NepBow ee ccope ¢ Cepreem.

Mexgy Tem aTon nopoto, kak KatepuHa JlbBoBHa Ha Cepresi cepgunace, Ceprei crtan 4enypuTtbCsl M 3anrpbiBath C
6eneHbkon CoHeTKoOW. TO packnaHMBaeTCsa en «C HalMM OCODEHHbIMY, TO yrblibaeTcsi, TO, Kak BCTPETUTCS, HOPOBUT OBHATb
Oa npwxaTb ee. KatepuHa JIbBOBHa BCe 3TO BUAMUT, U TOMNbKO MNylle Y Hee cepaue KunuT.

«Y>X NOMUPUTBCS Obl MHE C HUM, YTO NM?» — paccyXxaaeT, CnoTblkasicb M 3emMnu nog cobow He Buas, KatepuHa
JlbBOBHA.

Ho nogowntu ke nepeon noMmpuTLCA Tenepb ewe 6onee, Yem korga-nmbo, ropaoCTb HE NO3BOMSET. A TEM BPEMEHEM
Cepreii Bce HeoTCcTynHee BskeTcs 3a COHETKOW, M YK BCeM cpaeTcs, Yto HepocTynHaa CoHeTka, koTopasi BCE BbHOHOM
BMMachb, a B pykun He AaBarnach, YTO-TO BApYr OyaTo pydHeTb cTana.

— BoT Tbl Ha MeHs nnakanacbk, — ckasana kak-to KatepuHe JlbBoBHe PuoHa, — a g 4Tto Tebe caenana? Mon cnydyan
ObIn1, 4a v npowen, a Tol BOT 3a CoHeTKoM-TO rnagena 6.

«lMponagm oHa, 3aTa MOs rOpAOCTb: HENMPEMEHHO HOHYE Xe NMOMUPIOCLY, — pewmnna KatepuHa JIbBOBHa, pa3mbIlLNss yx
TONbKO 00 OQHOM, Kak Obl TONMbKO JTOBYEW B3SITbCS 3@ 3TO NPUMUPEHNE.

W3 aToro saTpyoHUTENBLHOro nonoxeHusa ee Boisen cam Cepren.

— WnbBoBHa! — no3sarn oH ee Ha npueane. — BblAb Tbl HOHYE KO MHE Ha MUHYTOYKY HOYbIO: 1eno eCThb.

KaTepuHa JIbBOBHa npomonyana.

—YT0 X, MOXET, CepamLbCs eLle — He BbinaeLlb?

KaTepuHa JIbBOBHa ONSATb HMYEro He oTBeTUNa.

Ho Cepren, ga u Bce, k1o Habniogan 3a KatepuHon JIbBOBHOW, BuAENW, 4To, NOAX0O4A K 3TanHOMy AOMY, OHa BCe
cTana XaTbCs K cTapliemy YHAEPY U CyHyna eMy ceMHaauaTth Koneek, CObpaHHbIX OT MUPCKOro nogasiHus.

— Kak Tonbko cobepy, s Bam gogam rpmeHy, — ynpawmsana KatepvHa J1eBoBHa.

YHaep cnpaTan 3a oownar 4eHbr 1 ckasarn:

— JNagHo.

Cepreit, Korga KOHYUNNCL 3TN NEPEroBopbl, KPSKHYN U nogMurHyn CoHeTke.

— Ax Tbl, KatepuHa MnbBoBHa! — roBopun oH, obHMMas ee Npu BXo4e Ha CTyMeHW 3TanHoro goma. — CynpoTuB 3ToN
XEHLLWHbI, pebsTa, B LIeNIOM CBETE APYroi Takon HeT.

KaTtepuvHa JlbBOBHa 1 KpacHena 1 3agbixanacb OT CHacTbsl.

UyTb HOUbLIDO TUXOHLKO MPUOTBOPUNACL ABEPb, OHA TaK W BbICKOYMMNA: OPOXUT U uweT pykamu Cepresi no TeMHOMY
Kopuaopy.

— Katsa mos! — npousHec, obHsiB ee, Cepren.

— AX Tbl, 3mogen Tbl Mon! — ckBO3b crnesbl oTBevana KatepuHa JIeBOBHa 1 npunbHyna k Hemy rybamu.

YacoBon xogun no kopuaopy, W, OCTaHaBNMBAsiCb, MieBan Ha CBOM Camnoru, U XOAWs CHOBA, 3a ABEpPAMU ycTanble
apecTaHTbl Xpanenu, Mbilb rpbi3fia Nepo, nog rneybto, B3anycku Opyr nepeq Opyrom, 3anvBanucb CBepyku, a KatepuHa
JlbBOBHa BCe eLe GnaxeHcTBOBanNa.

Ho yctanu BocTopru, u cnbillHa HensbexHasi nposa.



— CmepTb 6OMbHO: OT caMoW OT LUMKOMOTKM OO CaMOro KorneHa KOCTW Tak W rygyT, — xanosanca Cepren, cuaa C
KatepuHou JIbBoBHOW Ha nony B yrny Kopugopa.

— Yrto xe penatb-To, Cepexeyka? — paccnpallvBana oHa, I0TSCb No4 Moy ero CBUTHI.

— HewTo Tonbko B nasapet B KasaHu nonpoLuycb?

— Ox, uton-To Tbl, Cepexa?

— A 4TO X, KOoraa cmepTb MOsi BOSbHO.

— Kak e Tbl 0OCTaHeLbCs, a MEHSI MOTOHAT?

— A 4TO X genaTtb? TpeT, Tak, A Tebe roBopro, TPeT, YTO Kak B KOCTb BCA Lenb He BbepaeTcs. Passe korgoa ©
LLEPCTSHbIE YYIIKK, YTO N, MOAAETL elle, — nporoBopun Cepren cnycTs MUHYTY.

— Yynkn? y MeHs elle ectb, Cepexa, HOBbIE YyIIKW.

— Hy, Ha uto! — otBeuan Ceprei.

KatepuHa JIeBOBHa, HM crioBa He roBopsi 6onee, IOpKHyNa B Kamepy, pacToOpMoLLMIIa Ha Hapax CBOK CYyMOYKY U ONATb
TOPONNUBO Bbickouuna k Cepreto ¢ Naporo TOMCTbIX CUHUX BONXOBCKUX LUEPCTSAHBIX YYNOK C APKUMU CTpenkamm cOoky.

— 3pak Tenepb Huyero 6yaet, — npousHec Ceprewn, npowasck ¢ KatepuHon JIbBOBHOM M npuHUMasa ee nocnegHue
YyIKW.

KatepuHa JlbBOBHa, cHacTnmBas, BEpHynacb Ha CBOW Hapbl U KPEMKO 3acHyra.

OHa He cnbixana, Kak nocne ee npuxoda B kopuaop Bbixoguna CoHeTka M Kak TMXO OHa BO3BpaTuracb oTTyda yxe
nepea cambiM YTPOM.

3710 cnyyunock BCero 3a ABa nepexoga Ao Kasanm.

[MaBa nATHaguarTas

XOnoAHbIN, HEHACTHbIV AeHb C MOPbIBUCTbIM BETPOM U AOXAEM, NEepPeMeLlaHHbIM CO CHEroM, HENPUBETHO BCTPETUI
napTuio, BbICTYNaBLUYyIO 3a BOpOTa AyLlwHoro atana. KatepvHa JIbBoBHa Bbilwna AoBoNbHO 604p0, HO TONbKO YTO cTana B pag,
Kak BCs 3aTpsicracb 1 noseneHena. B rmasax y Hee ctano TeMHO; BCe CyCTaBbl ee 3aHblnu u paccrnabenu. Nepea KatepnHon
JIbBOBHOM cTOsiNa COHEeTKa B XOPOLLO 3HAaKOMbIX TON CUHUX LUEPCTAHBIX YyNnKax C APKMMU CTPenkamu.

KatepuHa JIbBOBHa OBMHYynach B NyTb COBCEM HEXMBAs; TOMbKO rfasa ee cTpawHo cmoTpenu Ha Cepres U C Hero He
cmaprvsanmu.

Ha nepBom npuBarne oHa crnokonHo nogowuna kK Cepreto, npolwienTtana «NoAaneL» u HeOXuaaHHo NiHyna emy nNpsiMo B
rnasa.

Ceprew xoTen Ha Hee BPOCUTBCS; HO €ero yaepxanm.

— MNoroam x Tbl! — Npon3Hec oH 1 06Tepcs.

— Hunyero, ogHako, oTBaxxHO OHa C TOGOM nocTtynaeTt, — TpyHunu Hag Cepreem apectaHTbl, U 0COBGEHHO BeCenbIM
XOxoTom 3anusanacb CoHeTka.

OTa MHTpWKKa, Ha koTopyto caanacb CoHeTka, Lwna COBCEM B ee BKyCe.

— Hy, aT0 x Tebe Tak He npongeT, — rpo3uncsa KatepuHe JbBoBHe Cepren.

YMasBLWIMCh Hernoroabto 1M nepexogoM, KatepuHa JlbBOBHa ¢ pas3bmuTol OyLION TPEBOXHO cnarna HOYbl Ha Hapax B
o4yepegHOM 3TanHOM JOME U He Chnbixana, Kak B )XeHCKYI0 kazapMmy BOLLNK ABa YeroBeka.

C npuxogom mnx ¢ Hap npunogHanack CoHeTka, Mon4a nokasana oHa Bollealum pykot Ha KaTepuHy JIbBOBHY, onsTb
nerna n 3akytanacb CBOE CBUTOHO.

B aT10 xe MrHoBeHue cBuTa KatepuHbl J1IbBOBHbI B3rieTernia el Ha rofioBy, U Mo ee CruHe, 3akpbITO OOHOK CypOBOKD
pybalLLKoto, 3arynsn BO BCHO MY>XU4Ybl0 MOYb TONCThINA KOHEL, BABOE CBUTO BEPEBKM.

KatepuHa JIbBOBHa BCKpMKHYNa; HO rofioca ee He ObINO ChbIWHO M3-NoA CBUTHI, OKyTbiBatowen ee ronoy. OHa
pBaHynacb, Ho Toxe 6e3 ycrnexa: Ha nnevax ee cugen 34OpPOBbIV aPECTaHT U KPEMKO AepXKan ee pyKu.

— MNartbgecar, — cocunTtan, HakoHel, OWH Fofoc, B KOTOPOM HUKOMY He TPyAHO Obino y3HaTtb ronoc Cepres, 1 HOYHblE
noceTuTeny pasoM Mcyesnu 3a ABepblo.

KatepuHa llbBOBHa packyTana ronoBy v BCKOYMNA: HUKOFO He BbIfo; TONbKO HeBAANeKe KTO-TO 3NopagHo XMXmKan nog
csutoto. KatepuHa JlbBoBHa y3Hana xoxoT CoHeTku.

O6buae aton yxe He Bblno Mepbl; He Oblo Mepbl U YyBCTBY 31106bl, 3aKMNeBLLEN B 3TO MrHOBEHME B gylle KaTepuHbl
INbBoBHLI. OHa 6e3 namATK puHynack Brneped 1 6e3 naMaTy ynana Ha rpygb nogxsatmsluen ee ®GuoHsbl.

Ha atoi nonHow rpyaum, elle Tak HeJaBHO TELUMBLLEN CriacTbio pa3Bpata HeBepHOro ntoboBHUKa KaTtepuHbl JIbBOBHbI,
OHa Tenepb BbIMMakuBana HeCcTeprnMMoOe CBOE rope W, Kak AUTS K MaTepu, npwikumanacb K CBOEW FMnyrnon U pbIXnown
conepHuue. OHu Bbinn Tenepb paBHbI: OHW 06e ObiN cpaBHEHbI B LieHe U 06e BpoLLEHbI.

OHu paBHbl!.. nogsnacTHas nepsoMy cny4aro ®roHa n coeepluatoasa apamy nobsu KateprHa JisBoBHa!

KatepuHe JIbBOBHE, BNpoyeM, ObIo yxxe HUYTO He 0OMaHO. Bbinnakae cBOU crnesbl, OHa OkamMeHena u ¢ AePEBSHHBIM
CMOKONCTBMEM COBUpanach BbIXOAUTb Ha NEPEKITNYKY .

BapabaH 6beT: Tax-Tapapax-Tax; Ha ABOpP BbiBanNMBalOT CKOBaHHbIE N HECKOBaHHbIE apecTaHTuku, u Cepren, n ®noHa,
n CoHeTka, n KatepuHa JIbBOBHa, M pacKoSibHWK, CKOBAHHbIN C XXMAOM, U MOMSIK Ha O4HOW Lenu C TaTapyHOM.

Bce ckyunnucb, NOTOM BbIpaBHANNCH KOE B KAKOW MOPSL0K U MOLUAN.

BesoTpagHenwas kapTuHa: ropctb nofen, OTOpBaHHbLIX OT CBEeTa W FULWEHHbIX BCAKOW TEHW Hagexn Ha nydwee
Oyayllee, TOHET B XONOL4HOW YEpHOW rpsasw rpyHToBon goporn. Kpyrom Bce o yxaca 6e306pasHo: 6eckoHedHas rpsisb,
cepoe Hebo, 06e3NMCTBEHHbIE, MOKPbIE PaKUTbI U B PacTOMbIPEHHbIX MX Cy4YbsX HaxoXNuBLUAsiCA BOpoOHa. BeTep To cToHeT,
TO 3MNUTCH, TO BOET U pPEBET.



B atux apgckux, aOywy pasgvparolux 3ByKax, KOTOpble AOBepLlaloT BECb YXac KapTWHbI, 3BYy4aT COBETbl XEHb
B6ubnerickoro MoBa: «IMpoknsHM AeHb TBOEro POXAEHUS U YMPU».

KTo He xoueT BCnyLUIMBaTbLCA B 3T CrOBA, KOro MbICAb O CMEPTU U B 3TOM MNeyarbHOM MONOXEeHUN He NbCTUT, a Nyraer,
TOMY HaJo CTapaTtbCs 3arnyLunTb 3TU BOLLME ronoca Yem-Hnbyab ewe bonee nx 6e306pasHbiM. TO NpeKkpacHoO NOHUMaeT
MPOCTOW YeroBeK: OH CNyckaeT TOr4a Ha BOM BCIO CBOK 3BEPUHYIO NPOCTOTY, HAYMHAET rMynuTb, N3geBaTtbcs Hag coboto,
Hag nabMu, Hag YyBCTBOM. He 0coBeHHO HeXHbIN 1 6e3 Toro, oH cTaHoBUTCA 3011 cyry6o.

— Yto, Kynumnxa? Bce nu Bawe cTeneHcTBO B AoOpom 3p0poBbe? — Harno cnpocun KatepuHy JbBoBHY Cepren, 4yTb
TOMbKO NapTns noTepsAna 3a MOKpbLIM NPUrOPKOM AepeBHIO, rde HodeBana.

C aTMmu cnoBamu OH, cenyac e obpaTtsick kK CoOHETKe, NMOKPbINT ee CBOE0 MOJIo U 3anen BbICOKUM (harnbLeToMm:

3a OKHOM B TEHM MenbKaeT pycasl rofnoBka.

Tbl He cNWLWb, MOE My4YeHbe, Thbl HE CNULLb, NNYTOBKA.

£ nonon Tebs NPUKPOLO, TaK YTO HE 3aMeTHT.

Mpun atnx cnosax Ceprent 06HAN COHETKY M rPOMKO MoLienoBarn ee npu Bcen napTuu. ..

KatepurHa JlbBOBHa BCe 3TO Buaena v He Buaana: oHa Lufa COBCEM YK HEXUBbBIM YeroBekoM. Ee ctanu notankueatb 1
nokasbiBaTb el, kak Cepren 6e3obpasHuyaeT ¢ CoHeTkon. OHa cTana npegMeToM HacMeLLEeK.

— He TpoHbTe ee, — 3acTtynanacb PuroHa, korga KTo-Hubyab 13 naptvum npoboBan NOACMEATbCA HaZ CroThIKaoLecs
KatepuHoii JIbBoBHOW. — HeluTo He BuauTe, 4epTh, Y4TO XeHLmHa 6onbHa coBcem?

— [JomKHO, HOXKM NpomMoYnna, — OCTPU MONOAON apecTaHT.

— MN3BecTHO, Kyne4yeckoro poay: BOCNUTaHNsS HEXHOro, — oTo3sancsa Ceprei.

— PasymeeTcs, ecnv 6bl UM XOTS YynoYvku Bbl TEMMbIe: OHO Obl HAYErO elle, — NPOAOITKAI OH.

KatepuHa JlbBOBHa CNOBHO NMPOCHYMach.

— 3men noaneiv! — npousHecna oHa, He CTepnes, — HacMexancs, NoAnew, Hacmexawncs!

— Her, a 310 coBceM, Kynumnxa, He B HAaCMeLLKY, a YTO BOT COHeTKa Yyrku BDOMbHO roxune npogaeT, Tak s TONbKO gyMart:
He KynuT ni, MOf, Halla Kynyuxa.

MHorue 3acmeanucek. KatepuHa JIbBOBHa wwarana, kak 3aBeeHHbIN aBToMar.

Moroga Bce pasbirpbiBanacbk. M3 cepbix 0bnakoB, nokpbiBaBLIMX HEBO, cTan nagaTb MOKPbIMWU XMOMbAMWU CHET,
KOTOpbIA, efBa Kacasdcb 3eMnu, Tasn U yBenuuMBan HeBblNasHyl rpsasb. HakoHeu nokasblBaeTCd TeMHasd CBUHLIOBas
rnornoca; Opyroro Kpasi ee He paccmoTpullb. ITa nonoca — Bonra. Hag Bonroi xoguT kpenkoBaTbii BETEP M BOAWUT B3ag U
Brepen MeAneHHo NpUnoagHNMaroLLMecs LUIMPOKONacTble TEMHbIE BOSHbI.

MapTva NpoMOKWNX U NPOOPOrHYBLUMX apecTaHTOB MeANeHHO noAolwna K nepeBo3y W OCTaHoBWUNAch, Oxuaas
napoma.

MopoLien BeCb MOKpPbIV, TEMHbIN NapoM; KOMaH4a Hadana pasMmeLlaTtb apecTaHTOoB.

— Ha atom napome, ckasbiBatoT, KTO-TO BOOKY AEPXKUT, — 3aMETUN KaKOW-TO apecTaHT, Korga ocbiNaembli XnonbsiMu
MOKpOrO CHera napom otyanun oT Bepera v 3akadarncs Ha Banax pacxoguBLLENCS PEKU.

— [a, Tenepb 6a To4yHO Ge3penvuy NponycTUTb HU4Yero, — oT3biBancs Cepren 1, npecrnenys ansg COHETKMHON NOTExXu
KaTtepuHy JlbBOBHY, mpousHec: — Kynuuxa, a Hy-kO no ctapon gpyxbe yroctu Bogoukon. He ckynucb. BcnomHu, mos
pasntobes3Hasi, Hally NPEexHIo NboBb, Kak Mbl C TOGON, MOSi pagoCTb, MOrynNMBanu, OCEHHWE OO0 HOYM MPOCUMXKMBAIMN,
TBOMX POAHbIX ©6€3 NonoB u 6e3 AbsIKOB HA BEYHbIV CMOKOW CNpOBaXXuBanw.

KaTtepuHa JlbBOBHa BCA gpoxana oT xonoaa. Kpome xornoga, NpoHU3bIBatoLLero ee nog M3MOKLWKM NnaTbeM A0 caMbiX
KocTen, B opraHuame KatepuHbl JIbBOBHbI MPOMCXOAMITO eLLe HeYTo apyroe. [onoBa ee roperna Kak B OrHe; 3payku rnas obinm
pacLUUPEHbI, OXUBMEHbI ONyAALLUM OCTPbIM BN1ECKOM M HEMOABWXHO BMEPEHbI B XOAALLME BOJTHBbI.

— Hy a Bogo4ku 1 a1 6 yXX BbiNMma: Mo4M HET XONoAHo, — Npo3BeHena CoHeTka.

— Kynuuxa, ga yroctu, uto ne! — mosonun Cepren.

— 3Ox Tbl, coBecTb! — BbIroBopuna ®noHa, kayasi ¢ ynpekom rosioBoto.

— He k 4yecTn TBOEW coBCEM 3TO, — NoAAEpKan conaaTtky apectaHTuk FopAaroLka.

— XyWwb Gbl Tbl HE NPOTMB CaMOK ee, Tak NPOTUB APYrMX 3a Hee NOCOBECTUIICS.

— Hy TbI, Mnpckasa Tabakepka! — kpukHyn Ha ®unoHy Cepren. — Toxe — coBecTutbcs! YTo MHe TyT ele coBecTUTLCS!
51 ee, MOXET, U HUKOrga He nobun, a Tenepb... 4a MHe BOT CTOMTaHHbI COHETKUH OalimMak Munee ee poXxu, KOLLIKU 30aKOn
000ApaHHON: Tak YTO X Thl MHE NMPOTUB 3TOrO0 roBOPUTbL MOXeLb? [MycTb BOH [OpAtOLWKY KOCOpOTOro nobwut; a To... — OH
OMMSAHYINCHA Ha efyLlero Bepxom cMopyka B Oypke v B BOEHHOWN (bypaxkke C kokapaow u nobaeBun: — a To BOH eLle Nyylle K
3TanHoMy MycTb NONACTUTCS: Yy HEro nog 6ypkon No KparkHOCTU AOXAEM He nNpobupaer.

— W Bce 6 odumuepluent 3BaTb cTanu, — npo3seHena CoHeTka.

— [a kak xel.. n Ha Yyno4yku-To 6 Wyt Obl focTana, — nogaepxan Ceprei.

KatepuHa JlbBoBHa 3a cebsi He 3acTynanacb: OHa BCe NpuUcTaribHee CMOTpena B BOMHbI M LieBenuna rybamu.
Mpomexay rHycHbix peyen Cepres ryn M CTOH CIbILLANMCh €M U3 pacKpbIBAKOLWIMXCS M Xronatowux Banos. U BoT Bapyr 13
OAHOro nepenoMmuBLLErOCA Baria nokasbiBaeTcs en cuHAsa ronosa bopuca Tumodeunda, ns Apyroro BbIFAISHYN U 3akayarnca
MYX, OOHSIBLUMCH C NOHMKLWNM roroBkor depeni. KateprHa JIbBOBHa X04YeET NPUMNOMHUTL MOSMTBY U LWIEBENUT rybamum, a ryobl
ee LWenyyT: «Kak Mbl C TODOM Morynmeanu, OCEHHME OONMM HOYM MPOCWXKMBANMW, JNOTOM CMepTbio ¢ Gena ceeTa nwoaen
CrpoBaXxnBanm».

KatepuHa JlbBOBHa gpoxana. brnyasaiwmi B3op ee cocpegoTovmBancsa U cTaHoBUNCA uknum. Pyku pas n sa HeseoMO
KyOa NpoTSAHYNMCb B MPOCTPaHCTBO U CHOBA ynanu. Eule MMHYTY — 1 OHa BApPYr BCS 3akayanacb, He CBOAS rnas ¢ TEMHOM
BOMHbI, HarHyrnacb, cxsaTtuna COHeTKy 3a HOrM 1 OOHUM MaxoM NepeknMHynach ¢ Heto 3a 6opT napoma.



Bce okameHenu oT naymneHus.

KatepuHa JlbBOBHa nokasanacb Ha BepXy BOSHbI U ONSATb HbIpHYNa; Apyras BosiHa BbiHecra CoOHeTKy.

— barop, 6pocan 6arop! — 3akpmyanu Ha napome.

Tskenbin 6arop Ha ONMHHON BepeBKe B3BUSCSA M ynan B Body. COHETKM onaTb He cTano BuAHO. Yepes ABe cekyHabl,
GbICTPO YHOCMMasi TEYEHNEM OT Mapoma, OHa CHOBa BCKMHYMa pykamu; HO B 3TO K& BPeMsi U3 APYroi BOSHbI NOYTU MO NosiC

nogHanacb Hag BoAow KaTepMHa JIbBOBHa, GPOCVIJ'IaCb Ha COHeTKy, KaK CUJibHaA WyKa Ha MArkonepyr nnotuudy, n obe
bonee YK€ He noka3alinchb.

Bnepsble onybnukoBaHo — xypHan «dnoxa», 1865.
notes
MpnmeyaHuna
1

B OpnoBckown rybepHun neBume Tak HasbiBatoT opLunsru (npum. Jleckosa).



